
HAVANA — Let’s dive right
into the difficult part of  my
Cuban adventure, and get it out
of  the way. It’s the part where I
try to explain
what happens to
an American, like
me, who grew up
with a good vs.
evil explanation
for the difference
between capital-
ism and social-
ism. Or
democracy and
communism. Or
us and them. Pick
your sides.
Like everything that is over-

simplified and unexplored, there

was much for me to learn about
Cuba. When I left in January for
the flight to Havana with 26
other people from the U.S., I was
expecting to find a slippery sort
of  charm in Cuba, a place heav-
ily controlled but quirky and
colorful. The land of  old Chevro-
lets, Fords and Buicks.  Cigars
and rum.  
I never expected to hear so

many Cubans talk about the
Revolution as a current event.
But over and over, I heard
Cubans describe the Revolution
as a way of  life that is evolving
— sometimes struggling, some-
times succeeding, but always
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INDEX MORE INSIDEWHO WE ARE: Jennifer McKinney, 41, Hopkinsville
Jennifer McKinney is a self-

proclaimed soccer mom. As a
wife and the mother of two
school-aged children, one of
which plays soccer for his
school and also on a travel-
ing team, McKinney said she
has a lot to keep her busy.
But when she’s not busy she
likes to spend her time on
the golf course.
“If I could, I would play golf

every day,” McKinney said. “I
just bought a new set of

irons so
everybody
needs to
watch out.”
As a

member of
the Hop-
kinsville
Golf and
Country Club, McKinney said
she has the opportunity to
golf often and is even
preparing for the tourna-
ment season coming in a 

few months.
In addition to playing golf,

McKinney said she enjoys
going camping.
“We have a camper so we’ll

go down to LBL and camp
with some friends,” she said.
“I like to be outside and sit-
ting around the fire grilling
and eating.”

Is there someone you know who deserves 
attention?  Contact us at 270-887-3238 or visit
kentuckynewera.com. We’ll take it from there.
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Local/StateA6

www.facebook.com/
kentuckynewera

or follow us on Twitter:
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Traveling to Cuba can be
complicated for citizens and
residents of  the United States.
Cuba is the only country for
which the U.S. government
maintains statutory travel restric-
tions. But there are options.
The United States ended diplomatic relations with Cuba in

1961, following Fidel Castro’s 1959 victory over the Batista

Getting to Cuba legally

Clerk: Banks dodging fees
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Gov. Steve Beshear speaks before the Sen-
ate State and Local Government Committee
on Wednesday at the Capitol in Frankfort.

Sen. Pendleton says voters
should decide while rival
argues they already have

BY DAVE BOUCHER
NEW ERA STAFF WRITER

A constitutional amendment to
expand gambling is one step
closer to Kentucky ballots after a
Senate committee recommended
the bill Wednesday.
After approximately two hours

of  discussion that included a plea
from Gov. Steve Beshear, the Sen-
ate standing committee for State
and Local Government decided 7-
4 to send Senate Bill 151 for a full
vote. 
“We’ve hemmed and we’ve

hawed as states around us have
pushed forward,” Beshear testi-
fied to the committee. “All the
while, hundreds of  millions of
dollars in Kentucky money is
pouring across our borders into
neighboring states.”
Sen. Joey Pendleton, D-Hop-

kinsville, is one of  11 co-sponsors
of  the legislation. He said he was
excited to see the bill move for-
ward and echoed the governor’s
concerns about lost revenue.
However, he said the whole point
of  the legislation is allowing vot-
ers to decide whether they want
more gambling.
“I trust the people of  Kentucky

to do the right thing,” Pendleton
said.
He said he is not necessarily in

favor of  expanding gambling, but
rather addressing the issue after
a decade of  discussion. Allowing
up to seven casinos — five of
which would be located at horse
tracks — is a controversial issue,
he admitted, but it’s not the first
to face Kentuckians. Pendleton
said that, in the past, he favored
allowing residents to vote on
same-sex marriages and ex-
panded gambling should be de-
cided by voters too. 
Whitney Westerfield, a Chris-

tian County attorney and Repub-
lican challenger to Pendleton’s
Senate seat, said he “hates” the
legislation. The fact that Pendle-
ton and Beshear keep saying it’s
time to let Kentuckians decide is
wrong, Westerfield said. Ken-
tuckians have already opposed
the measure, through legislators

SEE GAMBLING, PAGE A7

Lagging sign-ups
HCCYL hoping for
last-minute interest   

BY NICK TABOR
NEW ERA STAFF WRITER

Since April, when the Chris-
tian County clerk’s office sued a
company that provides services
to the mortgage industry, coun-
ties in at least seven other states
have followed in their footsteps.
The counties believe this com-
pany has illegally dodged bil-
lions of  dollars worth of  fees.

On Tuesday, a federal judge
threw out the lawsuit in Ken-
tucky.
The company’s spokeswoman

announced that this decision
set a precedent for other law-
suits.
However, since the judge’s de-

cision relied on a law specific to
Kentucky, a New York attorney
who is suing the company in
several states believes Tues-

day’s ruling will likely not affect
the other cases.
Meanwhile, Christian

County’s lawsuit is far from
dead, County Attorney Mike
Foster said. The judge dis-
missed the case because of  a
procedural issue — not because
he disagreed with the basis for
the lawsuit. Foster considers
this only a temporary hang-up.

Loss to taxpayers?
The company is Mortgage

Electronic Registration Sys-
tems Inc., commonly known as
MERS. It belongs to a series of
large mortgage companies, in-

cluding Bank of  America, Citi-
group, Wells Fargo, GMAC and
Suntrust. They pool mortgages
into securities that investors
buy and sell.
In the mid-1990s, the banks

formed MERS to track which
bank owned which bank loan —
instead of  having county clerks
keep those records. This way
they avoid clerks’ transaction
fees. They claim this practice
ultimately saves homeowners
money.
Between all of  Kentucky’s 120

counties, the company has
avoided hundreds of  thousands

Judge dismisses local lawsuit
that’s similar to others in US
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A woman (above) selling music CDs at the Rumba Alley in Havana talks with two teach-
ers from the United States, David Marienthal (above, center) and Cesar Munoz, who trav-
eled to Cuba on an arts and culture tour in January.  Two girls (right) play with puppies
near the Rumba Alley, a music venue, in Havana.

Paul keeps surgery
skills sharp with
pro bono work

Gambling
bill advances
to full Senate

THE CUBAN NOTEBOOK
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Untangling the history
of US, Cuban relations
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