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Lady Vikings
get double

dose of 
softball wins
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In fall 1948, Morehead State College’s band sere-
naded President Harry S. Truman during his
whistle stop campaign visit to Morehead. Dr.
William J. Baird was president; enrollment was
519; the Ohio Valley Conference was new.
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Should prison inmates be released
from custody as a means of reducing
prison costs, even when they have
failed to qualify for parole in the cus-
tomary fashion?

Go to:
www.themoreheadnews.com
and submit your vote. Results
will be published in Friday’s The
Morehead News!

Current state
law allows

the Kentucky
Department

of Corrections
to release in-
mates who

are within six
months of fin-
ishing their

sentences, re-
gardless of

parole status.

Should the purchase
of cough and cold
medicines require a
doctor’s prescription?
Yes 28% No 72%

Internet Poll...
Non-scientific poll, for opinion & entertainment

A theft charge has been
dismissed against Clayton
Adams of Morehead who
was accused of stealing
more than $44,000 from a
car lot.

A Rowan County grand
jury dismissed the charge
on March 16.

Adams, a former employee
of Lying Lee’s Used Cars,
was accused of taking
$44,575 from the business
over the span of nine
months last year.

The grand jury said there
was insufficient evidence to
warrant an indictment.

The charge was dismissed
without prejudice, meaning
Adams could be charged
with the offense again.

Adams theft
charge 
dismissed

Elections board rescinds precinct changes
By NOELLE
HUNTER
The Morehead News

The Rowan County
Board of Elections voted
Tuesday to rescind its
decision to bring voters
from eight outlying
precincts to the More-
head Conference Center.

Affected are residents
of the Bluestone, Lower
and Upper Farmers,
Eadston, Pine Grove,
Brushy, Pine Hills and
Hogtown precincts.

The county’s other 10
precincts already cast
ballots at the conference
center. 

In a 3-1 vote, Rowan
Sheriff Jack Carter,
Jerry Alderman and

Jerry Flannery voted to
rescind the decision.
County Clerk Jean Bai-
ley was opposed.

“I feel like we made
the right decision in the
beginning,” Bailey said.

“We have to meet dis-
ability standards and
right now we’re not. As
chairman of the board it
is my duty to see that
we comply with the
law.”

Bailey said the county
is susceptible to a class
action lawsuit because
of accessibility concerns
at some precincts. 

Those voters last
weekend received a
postcard notification of
the change, setting off a
barrage of criticism by

voters and elected offi-
cials of both the county
clerk and other mem-
bers of the election
board. 

For all sides, it’s a
matter of compliance
and accessibility versus
convenience. 

The Bluestone voting
place in Lakeview
Heights for example,
has one handicapped
parking space in front of
the building. If a single
voter with mobility
challenges went to vote,
he could park right out-
side of the Stivers Com-
munity Center and walk
up the level entrance
into the polling place.The Bluestone precinct in Lakeview Heights has one parking

space in front, but there is no sign denoting its availability for
handicapped parking. (Photo by Noelle Hunter)

By GRANT STEVENS
The Morehead News

After five seasons, three re-
gional championships, and a
record of 119 wins and 36 losses,
Scott Tackett has stepped down
as head coach of the Rowan
County girls basketball program.

Tackett accepted an offer Tues-
day to be the head coach of the
West Carter Lady Comets, realiz-
ing an opportunity to return to
his native Olive Hill.

However, what appears to be
miscommunication regarding a
teaching position for Tackett in
Carter County apparently leaves
the Lady Comets program with-
out a head coach.

Following his rejection of the
coaching position in Olive Hill,
Tackett met Thursday with

Rowan County administrators to
announce he would not be return-
ing for his sixth year with the
Lady Vikings.

Tackett told The Morehead
News that the change of circum-
stances at West Carter made it
impossible for him to make the
move.

“The West Carter job was one
on my short list that I knew for
which I would consider leaving
the Rowan program,” Tackett
said.  

“It was a done deal, but we just
had a misunderstanding about
the teaching position I was to be
assigned. That’s why it didn’t
work out.” 

As of late Thursday, Carter
County Supt. Ronnie Dotson 

See BOARD on A-8

Tackett steps down at Rowan County

Former Rowan County Head Coach Scott
Tackett on the sidelines during this year’s re-
gional tournament matchup against Ashland
Blazer. (Photo by Grant Stevens)See TACKETT on A-8

2-year-old doing well after struck by van
A child that was struck by

a vehicle last Monday is re-
ported to be doing well. 

On April 23, Kentucky
State Police Post 8 More-
head was contacted by St.
Claire Medical Center in
reference to a juvenile being
struck by a van on Triplett
Creek Road in Rowan
County. 

Jerry L. Flannery of More-
head was operating a 1997
Mercury Villager van east
on Triplett Creek Road.
Flannery traveled upon a
hillcrest. Flannery applied
his brakes and steered to
the left in an attempt to
avoid striking the child. The
van struck the child on the
roadway before coming to

final rest on Triplett Creek
Road. 

The two-year-old male ju-
venile was airlifted to the
UK Medical Center with un-
known injuries. He was re-
leased that same evening.

An initial investigation in-
dicated the juvenile was
playing in the roadway at
the time the accident oc-

curred. 
No charges have been

filed, and alcohol or drugs
are not believed to be a fac-
tor. 

Flannery told The More-
head News that he has
checked on the child’s condi-
tion daily since the incident. 

Trooper Brent Sparks is
investigating.

Students help make shelter more secure

RCSHS woodshop students Travis Hamilton, Kory
Stacy, Ryan Moore and Gary Thomas with the com-
pleted cabinet. Technical education teacher Charlie
Charles and a group a six students transported the
finished product to DOVES on a flatbed truck last
week. 

By NOELLE HUNTER
The Morehead News

Many hands made light
work of building and in-
stalling a new locker system
to help domestic violence
survivors feel safer.

DOVES of Gateway re-
ceived the gift crafted by
Rowan County Senior High
School students, who spent
hours in and out of class to
build a wooden locker cabi-
net that shelter residents
can now use to store their
belongings.

“I’ve brought victims here
before,” said Morehead City
Council member and project
volunteer Beth Ousley. 

“They already feel violated
when they come in, and
these lockers will give them
an added sense of security.

Ousley, a former state
trooper, first approached
RCSHS Assistant Principal
Penny Alderman last Decem-
ber about working with stu-
dents in the school’s
community service program.
They assembled a group of
service-minded students to
volunteer at four local non-
profits, including a clean-up
project at DOVES.

“When we went for the
first service project, I noticed
that the shelves where 
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