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Truck Tonnage Increase
Would Ruin Highways

Various civic clubs, governmental bodies,
and interested organizations have banded to-

gether to protest a bill, rumored to appear
before the General Assembly in the near
future, which would increase the maximum
tonnage loads for trucks on our highways by
20,000 pounds.

At present, the maximum gross weight,
including load, for a truck traveling our high-
ways is 42,000 pounds, which would seem a
very big load indeed for roads built for
passenger cars and small trucks. The pro-
posed bill would allow the commissioner of
highways to increase gross weights up to
62,000 pounds.

The truckers have received very favor-
able legislation in the past ten years and
their success makes it a possibility that they
will receive their latest demands. It all
started in 1941, when the President increased
gross weight limits from 18,000 to 28,000

pounds on National Emergency Highways.
This 28,000 stuck, later jumped to 42,000 and
is now ready to try for 62,000 pounds- - Judging
from the condition of our highways at the
present time, this added load would just
about do them in.

Our Eastern Kentucky roads would
especially feel the impact of an additional
load limit, since they are narrow in most
places with plenty of curves and hills whicn
make it easier for heavily loaded trucks to
wear out a highway. Notice, for instance,
what the coal trucks have done to our high-

ways and imagine what much heavier trucks
will do..

This is not an argument against trucks
carrying the present load limit for we know
we are lucky that the present limit has been
allowed to stand, for there seem to be some
powerful men fighting for the trucks in
Frankfort and Washington.

We have gone along with the coal trucks
and others which have done so much damage
to our roads without paying their part of the
upkeep because there has been no other
choice. Now that a further increase of gross
weight is in sight, we should all raise our
voices in protest.

And if all our efforts are in vain, we will
just have to admit that the truckers are too
powerful for us and turn the highways over
to them to abuse as they wish.

WHAT MY
COMMUNITY
NEEDS

by-L-oretta

Mayes, Jeremiah
Stuart Robinson School,

Age 13.

Almost every community
varies in its needs. Many
communities have poor soil,
poor buildings, or bad roads.
Other communities may lack
good buildings or playground
facilities- -

A community's needs are
determined largely by the peo-

ple- Some people demand
better living, while other peo-

ple seem to invite poverty.
The people who are satisfied
with things in the community
will not try to improve the
old - fashioned methods of

between races are
common in some places- - These
places should be pitied be-

cause one race of people will
be working against the other
race and neither will do any-
thing, unless the other's aim
is destroyed. A few excep
tions can be found.

The community in which I
live is an ordinary neighbor
hood. It is not extremely bad
nor as good as it can be.

In discussing the needs of
my community, 1 will need
to divide the neighborhood in-

to five parts. The first part is
the soil. The soil of a com
munity determines the occu
pations of most of the people,
Poor soil drives people away
from the neighborhood to seek
a better one.

Next, I am going to discuss
the buildings. By the build-
ings in a neighborhood, you
could determine the standard
of living, the type of education
and whether it is good or bad,
the religion of the community,
and usually the amount of
wealth in the community.

or electrical service
forces many farm families to

THE WHITE THURSDAY, JAN.

A Dozen Citizens Make
Large Council Audience

The first meeting of the new Whitesburg
City Council out one of the largest
audiences that governmental body has had
in a long time.

This audience, not including city em-

ployees and a newspaperman, numbered an
even dozen persons who were interested in
how the affairs of their city were handled.

Although not an number, these
dozen spectators seemed like a large crowd to
persons who have sit in on council meetings
during the past year.

Usually, the only other persons
at council meetings are those who have

gripes or problems to present before the coun-

cil. The council these persons
with open arms . . . glad to see anyone turn
out for the meetings.

Of the dozen spectators at the recent
Whitesburg city taxi drivers were
the best represented group, totalling almost
half the audience. One businessman was
present, which would seem to indicate that
taxi drivers take more interest in city gov-
ernment than the businessmen, although
businessmen pay the highest taxes.

It seems that in a city the size of
there would be more than a dozen per-

sons interested in how their government is
run. There should especially be a large
crowd on hand when a new council takes
over . . for persons usually show an interest
in a new regime at the very first and then let
ifheir interest die.

Whitesburg citizens didn't even wait un-

til after the first meeting to lose interest-The- y

forgot about city government as soon
as the election was over- -

The Whitesburg citizens are not by them-
selves when it comes to a to keep
tract on the affairs of their city councils. The
same lack of interest may be found at Neon
and Jenkins, although these two cities usually
take a little more interest than Whitesburg.

Persons in our cities should
that city councils started a long time ago as
open forums where everyone could speak his
peace in a democratic nation. The meetings
have always been and always will be open
to everyone as long as this government re-

main a democracv and the only way to keep
it a government of the people, is
for the people to take an active part in xne
pnvfvrninp- -

The and councilmen of our cities
welcome the citizens to their meetings. .Let s
assure them we are for them and a better city
government at the next council meeting.

use ed kerosene
lamps- - Modern plumbing is
missing and often the houses
are unevenly heated by a
single wood or coal stove.
Rdaios are few and even tele
phones are not available to a
large number of people- -

Along with the buildings,
people should be discussed.
Too many children can injure
an entire neighborhood, if the
people who live there don't
have very much money. If
the people in a community
say, "I've done all I'm going
to do. Why doesn't Mr. John
Q. Public help work?" the
community isn't going to flour
ish. If only a third of the
people in a community take
part in the activities of the
community, the majority isn't
going to rule.

The fourth division that I
wish to include in the forest
and natural resources. Many
places can be found in which
an entire hillside has been
eroded because all the timber
has been cut and no trees re
set to take the place of the
ones cut. Many communities
which are now poor would
have considerable wealth if
the natural resources were de
veloped. Coal mining and oil
wells provide work for many

The last division is recrea
tional facilities. Some com
munities provide parks and
playgrounds for your enjoy-
ment- Others do not have
any place that a person can
go it they wish an evening of
entertainment. Libraries pro-
vide a good place for a person
wno iiKes to read to go. Good
recreational facilities in a com

Mayors

munity would prevent many
young girls and boys from
visiting beer joints and dance
halls.

In my community we do
not have either good or bad
soil. It is normal. The soil
needs fertilizers of different
kinds for different crops. My
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community isn't making
enough effort to improve the
soil. If each man would con-

sult the county agent about
the land and follow his ad
vice, we would have much
better soil. Soil improvement
is really needed. If the peo
ple thought that farming was
their only way of making a
living, they would doubtlessly
improve the soil-Th- e

people in my neighbor
hood are one thing that the
community can be proud of- -

There is no racial prejudice.
As a whole, the people work
very well together. There are
a few who think that they do
everything that's done around
the community and on the
road, which is extra good con-
sidering that it is a plain dirt
road. These are the only peo-
ple that harm my community.

The natural resources of my
neighborhood aren t anything
to brag about. A few of the
hillsides are eroded because of
lack of timber. Careless
hunters have dropped matches
and burnt out a lot of our
once beauitful timber. The
coal mines are the chief occu
pation. Even the coal mines
are dangerous. A few people
that I knew have been killed
in mines or seriously injured.
I sometimes1 wonder if ten
thousand tons of coal are
worth one man's life. I don't
believe it is. If the mines are
safe, they're wonderful. Our
coal mines could be improved
in order to make them safe.

In addition to the foregoing,
beautification of the homes

most of the men work in
mines, everybody could im
prove their homes- - Painting
adds to the attractiveness" of a
home. We have plenty oft)

native trees. As a whole, I
think my community is the
best community anywhere.
But that is probably what
thousands of other fine citizens
think.

OBERLIN'S
OBSERVATIONS
We now have the announce

ment of General Dwight u.
Eisenhower that he is a Re
publican, and that if his party
wants him to seek the office of
President of the United States,
he will make the race-Th- e

immediate reaction
from the embattled camp of
Senator Robert Taft of Ohio
was not nearly as surprising
as it was amusing.

Like so many small boys
whistling their loudest as they
go past the larfiest and spook-
iest cemetery, the Taft-me- n

said "Eisenhower has read
himself out of the race. He
says himself he will not be a
candidate. Now let's all work
for our Bob."

This is, of course, so ridi
culous as to be downright silly.

What Eisenhower did was
read himself into the Republl
can Presidential nomination
sweepstakes iust as solidly as
he possibly could and main
tain his nosition under xne
strict regulations which gov
em military men.

But this is not, at least to
me, the really significant thing
about the Taft-typ- e Republi-
can reaction to General Eisen-

hower's statement. To realize
its Teal significance, you must
look much deeper into the
particular philosophy which
governs the Mr. Republican
type of Republicans.

Every poll, every survey,
every analysis shows that
General Eisenhower has the
best possible chance of any
Republican named thus far to
beat the Democrats, to recap-
ture the machinery of national
government for the Republi-
cans.

Every real student of poli-
tics, every truly honest and
reliable persuasion, realizes
and declares that Ike can do
only with great difficulty if
he can do it at all.

So why do these Mr. Re-

publican type Republicans
shun the man who can lead
'them back to power? And
let's be honest about it
they are shunning him.

The reason is clear and sim-
ple. And it has been demon-
strated time and time again in
local and state races all over
the nation in the past year;
the past five years; the past
ten years- - Demonstrated over
and over again.

The reason is this: The Mr.
Republican type Republicans

would a whole lot rather lose
with one of their own than
win with someone they can
not wholeheartedly embrace.

Generally, the people of the
United States are a lot more
politically mature and pro
gressive than the Mr. Republi-
can type. So, time after time
the past five years, the past
ten years, they have refused to
elect this type to office.

It is almost pathetic, you
are tempted to feel sorry for
the poor Old Guard which
stubbornly butts its head
against the firm demands of
the American people. Or, to
put it another way, who
mulishly refuse to learn an
often and hard learned lesson.

Tempted, that is. Then you
pause to think what would
happen if reaction took the
place of progress and tempta-
tions disappears!

PREVENT -

OVERHEATING!
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PRESSURE
PURGER

THE MODERN WAY TO
A CLEAN COOLING SYSTEM

SAVES GAS AND OIL

SAVES MOTOR WEAR
SAVES REPAIR BILLS

The only POSITIVE alhod to completely r
move Seal. Bust, Sludge and other obitru
lioni from yovr Radiator and Motor Block.

SEE FOR YOURSELF WHAT WE REMOVE!

Method Approved by leading Automobile
Manufacturer d Motor OH Companies.

Kyva Motor Co.
Madison & Railroad Sts.

Whitburg, Ky.
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chines, Singer Vacuum Cleaners, or re-
pair work, Singer Irons Electric or Steam
Write W. E. Byrd, Jenkins, Ky., P. O.
Box 541. The Only authorized Singer

Dealer for Letcher County.

All Work Guaranteed By:
SINGER SEWING MACHINE CO.

100 Bridge St.,
Hazard, Ky.
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ATTENTION FATHERS, MOTHERS,
SISTERS, BROTHERS, AND OTHER

RELATIVES AND FRIENDS.
No more appreciated gift could be received from

you than the county paper, to the boys, and girls, and
loved ones who are in defense work, or in the service of
their country. 52 beautiful long letters with all the
news of the county, the friends, and loved ones left
behind. Don't hesitate, write now for that subscrip-
tion. Only $3-0- per .year for 52 newsy issues.

THE MOUNTAIN EAGLE
Whitesburg, Ky.

Enclosed please find $3-0- ( ) for which please
send the county paper to:

NAME

ADDRESS

TOWN

STATE .'.

SENT BY

ADDRESS.

i

r

INSURANCE
ALL KINDS

See Garnett Insurance Agency
Telephone 326

HAZARD - KENTUCKY

'Mhown For
relieving

distress of
2 at

Modern mothers know you
can't beat Vicks 'ap0Rub for
miseries of colds. The moment
you rub it on throat, chest and
back VapoRub starts right to
work 2 ways at once .

MUCH OR

. . . get
relief in seconds with
VapoRub in steam
2
of Vicks VapoRub in
vaporizer or bowl of

Are

est Colds
Brings relief ways once!

And it keeps up this special
- ac-

tion hours. It eases muscu-
lar soreness and and
brings comforting
relief even while you sleep.

JFTIIERE'S COUGHING STUFFINESS.
deep-acti- on

heaping spoonfuls

tightness
warming,

boiling water as di-

rected in package.
Every single breath
rulipvpe hrnn- -
chial congestion andp&
coughing spasms! ffr--tl

It's Elementary
but Sound

4 M i

Early in school we learn Poor Richard's saw that "a
penny saved is a penny earned." Easy to learn and
easy to follow when we get into the sound habit of
depositing part of our pay check on pay day. Doubly
rewarding, too, because of the interest our money earns
and because of the financial we can look for-

ward to in times of stress. Start kere today.

K

for
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Ail OP WHITESBURG

Member Federal Deposit Corporation.

WHITESBURG, KENTUCKY

You
Adequately

Insured?

penetrating stimulating

security

Insurance

vr5.

Kcplaeement costs and values arc up! Your home or busi-
ness is worth more today costs more to replace. The
amount of fire insurance you hate may not be sufficient
to meet present-da- y valuations.
Check your Fire Insurance now. We'll be glad to advise
on proper coverage.

SEE US NOW Bi READY WHEN fiCE STRIKES

Letcher Insurance Agency
WHITESBURG, KENTUCKY
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