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FRANKFORT — Ken-
tucky Attorney General 
Jack Conway filed a lawsuit 
Wednesday against Spen-
cerian College, alleging the 
for-profit college deceived 
students by misrepresenting 

its job placement numbers.
“In short, we don’t think 

Spencerian was telling the 
truth,” Conway said during a 
news conference. “It provided 
students with information that 
it knew was false in the hopes 
of luring them into student 
loan arrangements and to join 

their for-profit institution.”
The consumer-protection 

lawsuit, filed in Jefferson Cir-
cuit Court, comes after a two-
year investigation into the 
business practices of for-profit 
colleges. It’s the fourth time 
Conway has attempted to 
take legal action against the 
for-profit college industry.

Spencerian College has 

campuses in Lexington and 
Louisville and is a subsid-
iary of Sullivan University. A 
lawyer for the university sys-
tem said Wednesday that it 
planned to defend itself vigor-
ously.

The lawsuit alleges that 
Spencerian College has adver-
tised inflated job-placement 
rates for its college degrees 

since at least 2007. The job-
placement rates advertised 
on its website were different 
from the numbers it reported 
to a national accrediting agen-
cy, the complaint alleges.

For example, Spencerian 
College advertised that its 
placement rate for phlebot-
omy was 80 percent at its 

FOR-PROFIT SCHOOL DENIES MISREPRESENTING JOB-PLACEMENT RATE

Conway suit: Spencerian College’s ads deceptive
By Beth Musgrave

bmusgrave@herald-leader.comAttorney 
General Jack 

Conway 
filed the 

consumer 
 protection 

 lawsuit in Jef-
ferson County.
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President Obama signed executive orders after his news 
 conference Wednesday while surrounded by children who had 
written to him about gun violence in the days after a gunman 
attacked Sandy Hook Elementary School in Connecticut.

CHARLES DHARAPAK | ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Presi-
dent Barack Obama proposed 
a broad package Wednesday 
designed to curb gun violence, 
including a ban on assault 
weapons, limiting ammunition 
magazines to 10 rounds, re-
quiring background checks on 
all gun purchases and stiff new 
penalties for those who buy 
guns from unlicensed dealers.

He sent proposed legisla-
tion to Congress aimed at 
taking guns out of the hands 
of those who should not have 
them, getting “weapons of 
war” off the street, making 
schools safer and offering 
more mental health services.

Obama also signed 23 ex-
ecutive actions that do not 
need congressional approval. 
They include making it easier 
for federal and state agencies 
to make data available to the 
national background check 

system; launching a national 
campaign for safe and re-
sponsible gun ownership; re-
viewing safety standards for 
gun locks and gun safes; and 
nominating a director for the 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
Firearms and Explosives.

In addition, he called for 
training more law enforce-
ment officers and implement-
ing tougher enforcement and 
prosecution of existing laws. 
A senior administration offi-
cial said the executive actions 
“are not a substitute for legis-
lation action.” The president 
wants to hire 1,000 new re-
source officers and  counselors 

ASSAULT WEAPONS BAN 
AMONG PROPOSALS

Obama offers 
broad plan on 
gun violence

By Anita Kumar
McClatchy Newspapers

The prospects: What are the odds 
for congressional passage of the 
leading proposals? Page A2
The public’s viewpoint: Support 
for gun control has grown, and the 
public was highly angered by the 
Newtown massacre. Page A2
Armed staff: Sen. Rand Paul wants 
gun option in schools. Page A2

HAZARD — A 12-year-old 
girl who was shot in a park-
ing lot at Hazard Community 
and Technical College died 
Wednesday, a day after her 
father and cousin were killed 
in the same shooting.

The man accused of killing 
the three bought the gun that 
he allegedly used just hours 
earlier  and only one day after 

he and one of the victims had 
a court hearing in a dispute 
over custody of their son.

Dalton Lee Stidham, 21, of 
Perry County is charged with 
murder in the death of his ex-
girlfriend, Caitlin Paige Cor-
nett, 20. He allegedly shot her 
when they met at 6 p.m. Tues-
day so he could return their 
son, 2-year-old Jaydien Miller, 
after a court-ordered visit.

Stidham also is charged 
with murder in the deaths 
of Jackie Doug Cornett, 53, 

of Happy, and his daughter, 
Taylor Cornett, a sixth-grader 
at R.W. Combs Elementary 
School in Perry County. Jack-
ie Cornett, Caitlin Cornett’s 
uncle, and Taylor had driven 
her to pick up her son. 

Stidham initially was 
charged with attempted mur-
der in the shooting of Taylor, 
but that charge was upgraded 
to murder after Taylor died at 
University of Kentucky Chan-
dler Hospital.

See SHOOTINGS, A10

Detective Lt. Paul Campbell, left, and Sgt. David Wiseman of the Hazard Police Department searched for bullets and other evidence 
Wednesday in the car that was involved Tuesday night in the shooting deaths of three people in Hazard. 
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12-year-old victim  
in Hazard shooting dies
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Kentucky ranks #1
in lung cancer deaths.
Here’s one way to beat the odds.
Smoking causes about 90% of lung cancers in
the U.S., but early detection can increase your
chances of survival by nearly 50%. If you’re a
heavy smoker or an ex-smoker, you can detect
lung cancer early – at its most treatable stage –
with a simple, low-dose CT scan. Our $185
lung cancer screening is safe, effective and,
most importantly, it could save your life.

Call 855.34.KYONE (59663)
toll free to schedule your
screening at one of our
convenient locations.


