
Old Town Square 
shops to open soon
By ROBYN L. MINOR
The Daily News
rminor@bgdailynews.com/783-3249

The exterior of the first of two buildings is completed for
Old Town Square at Lehman Avenue and U.S. 31-W By-Pass,
with some establishments expecting to be open for business
May 1.

The retail/commercial center occupies the property that for-
merly was home to Whayne Supply until the building was torn
down in early 2011.

Now, the mixed-use brick building, with courtyards and out-
door space, will soon be home to several businesses, including
Hairitage Barber Shop, a nail salon and a Vietnamese restaurant,
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KENTUCKY LOTTERY

$19 billion plan calls for
8.4 percent cuts to most
agencies, 6.4 percent 
cut to state’s universities
By KATIE BRANDENBURG
The Daily News
kbrandenburg@bgdailynews.com/783-3242

The Kentucky General Assembly
on Friday approved a $19 billion con-
sensus budget on the 59th day of the
legislative session by large majorities
in both houses. 

The budget was approved 81-7 in
the House of Representatives and 36-
1 in the Senate.

The budget includes 8.4 percent
cuts to most agen-
cies and pro-
grams, and 6.4
percent cuts to
universities. It
also features no
pay raises for
more than 30,000
g o v e r n m e n t
workers and no
c o s t - o f - l i v i n g
increases for
about 200,000
state retirees,
according to The

Associated Press.
Rep. Jody Richards, D-Bowling

Green, said that despite some hard
cuts, the budget protects funding to
the Support Education Excellence in
Kentucky formula, which the state
uses to provide money to local school
districts, along with other important
educational programs.

“I think it’s a very responsible bud-
get,” Richards said.

The budget includes $100 million
for construction of school facilities
and funds important programs, includ-
ing Read to Achieve and gifted and
talented programs, he said.

“I voted for the budget because it
does fund education pretty well,”
Richards said.

Rep. Jim DeCesare, R-Bowling
Green, said programs such as Family
Resource Youth Services Center and
community education are important in
Warren County and are funded.

“They get very little money, but it’s
enough that keeps them trudging
along,” DeCesare said.

Rep. Wilson Stone, D-Scottsville,
said he was sorry to see that addition-
al money to increase the number of
children able to attend preschool pro-
gramming, which Gov. Steve
Beshear’s budget funded at $15 mil-
lion and the House cut to $7.5 million,

State
budget
OK’d

See BUDGET, 6A

“I think it truly
was a situation

where the
Senate and
House met 

in the middle.”

Rep. Wilson Stone
D-Scottsville

By JENNA MINK
The Daily News
jmink@bgdailynews.com/783-3246

Auston McCay remembers when Kentucky
took a shot at health care reform in 1994, mak-
ing insurance available to everyone in the
state. 

It looked promising for a while, as the gov-
ernment opened its state employee insurance
plan, Kentucky Kare, to private citizens and
businesses. But soon, only one private insur-
ance company, Anthem, was operating in the
state. Kentucky Kare went bankrupt within
three years, and insurance experts, including
McCay, were scrambling to fix the problem,

he said.
That story is too familiar to insurance

agents, as the U.S. Supreme Court decides
whether parts of a similar federal law, dubbed
the Affordable Care Act, are unconstitutional. 

That law was enacted in 2010 to make
insurance more affordable, available and
required of all citizens. Depending on the jus-
tices’ decision, all or parts of the law could
remain intact, or the entire law could be
scrapped.

Locally, insurance agents agree that the
business of health care needs to change, but
many are unsure that President Barack
Obama’s reform will work, or is even legal.

“I’ve seen both sides of it, and certainly pri-
vate companies so far have done better (than
government-backed insurance), but there is a
weakness,” said McCay, owner of McCay &
Associates insurance in Bowling Green. “I
have family members who could be helped
under the federal program. But, on the other
hand, you’ve got people who are going to be
hurt.” 

In a nutshell, the Supreme Court is mainly
reviewing a requirement for states to expand
Medicaid, adding millions of low-income
people to the plan, and an individual mandate
for health care coverage. Every American
would be required to get insurance either
through an employer, by purchasing it or

Agents wary of court’s health care ruling

See PARTY 1, 6A

Insurance providers agree reform is needed, but unsure of Obama’s plan

By JUSTIN STORY
The Daily News
jstory@bgdailynews.com/783-3256

Whichever team comes out on top
this evening, local businesses are sure
to net huge sums when the University
of Kentucky and the University of
Louisville face each other for a spot in
the NCAA Basketball Championship.

With a week’s worth of anticipation,
some businesses can still be over-
whelmed by the enthusiasm that fans of
the Wildcats and Cardinals bring at the
cash registers.

“I’m going to say it’s similar to
Christmas – it’s not as crazy as Black

Friday, but it just feels like we’re back
in the holiday shopping season,” said
Kristin Wilcox, manager of Alumni
Hall athletic apparel store in Green-
wood Mall.

Normally, Alumni Hall sells mer-
chandise appealing to fans of UK and
Western Kentucky University.

When U of L made the Final Four,
however, Cardinal fans made them-
selves heard loud and clear.

“We had so many requests for U of
L Final Four stuff that we had been get-
ting this week, that we ordered some
shirts for the U of L fans,” said Wilcox,

Photos by Miranda Pederson/Daily News
Jana Stanley of Bowling Green picks another shirt Friday to add to her collection to wear for today’s game at Alumni Hall in Greenwood Mall. “It’s a little bit flashy,
but it’s me,” Stanley said.

Local stores stocked up on Cardinal merchandise for big game

Shane Rosser of Lewisburg looks through University of Louisville shirts Friday
at Hibbett Sports at Greenwood Mall. The family came up from Lewisburg
specifically to buy apparel.

See RESTAURANTS, 6A
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Despite calls for cellphone
bans, there’s no conclusive
data on safety issue.
See the Sunday Reader.
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Arkansas-Little Rock ekes out
a few runs to defeat 
Western Kentucky 3-1.
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Toppers fall

NCAA Final Four
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