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The

Shirley Owsley’s
plans no longer
have to include a

daily drive to Danville,
now that she has decided
to retire — again.

Owsley retired after 30
years from Centre Col-
lege six years ago.
This time, she is
retiring after more
than 30 years as a
newspaper carrier
for The Advocate-
Messenger.

Although she
has certainly
earned a break,
some of her cus-
tomers may not be
delighted with the news
— like the folks at Arnold
Tower who scold her if
some other carrier does
her job. 

Other carriers leave
the papers in the lobby
instead of going door-to-
door, she says, and this
represents a hardship to
those who don’t get
around so well.

“There was also a fella

once who came here and
sat out in the hot sun for
two hours because some-
body else delivered his
paper and he wanted to
check on me,” she says
and laughs.

Owsley didn’t origi-
nally set out to do the
job she is retiring
from after more than
three decades. 

Her daughter, An-
drea, began deliver-
ing papers at a young
age and continued
through high school,
and Owsley also let
her son,  James
“Buck” Owsley, get a

route. He is only about 7
years old in the black and
white photo Owsley has
of him on his pony, Tig-
ger, with his newspaper
bag slung over his shoul-
der.

“Oh, he liked to deliver
the paper, but he didn’t
like the collecting part,”
she says. Some folks lied,

Joanna King/jking@amnews.com

Shirley Owsley is retiring after more than 30 years of delivering The Advocate-Messenger.

Retired newspaper carrier 
ready for some ‘me’ time

Joanna King
jking

@amnews.com

See PEOPLE, on A6

Lincoln
man

dies in
fire

Candidates file
for City Commission
Three more candidates have

filed to run for Danville City Com-
missioner.

They are Paul Smiley and in-
cumbents Norma Gail Louis and
Kevin Caudill.

Tuesday is the filing deadline.

KENTUCKY LOTTERY

SATURDAY
EVENING
Pick 3: 5-9-0
Pick 4: 7-6-5-1

Powerball: 5-33-41-54-59
Powerball 13

Cash Ball: 9-11-15-19
Cash Ball 22

Kicker 6-6-7-8-0

SUNDAY
EVENING
Pick 3: 6-5-0
Pick 4: 3-3-6-2

New studies show 
Avastin may fight 
early breast cancers
Surprising results from two

new studies may reopen debate
about the value of Avastin for
breast cancer. The drug helped
make tumors disappear in certain
women with early-stage disease,
researchers found.

Avastin recently lost approval
for treating advanced breast can-
cer, but the new studies suggest it
might help women whose dis-
ease has not spread so widely.
These were the first big tests of
the drug for early breast cancer,
and doctors were cautiously ex-
cited that it showed potential to
help.

Story on A4

By MIKE SCHNEIDER

Associated Press

GAINESVILLE, Fla. — Authorities
in Florida were trying to determine
today what caused the horrific
pileup on Interstate 75 south of
Gainesville, where a long line of cars
and trucks collided one after another
on a dark highway so shrouded in
haze and smoke that drivers were
blinded.

At least 10 were killed in the early
Sunday pileup, and another 18 were
hospitalized.

All lanes of I-75 reopened late
Sunday, but authorities closed the
highway again early today due to
poor visibility caused by fog and
smoke.

Steven R. Camps and some
friends were driving home hours be-
fore dawn Sunday when they were
suddenly drawn into the massive
wreck.

“You could hear cars hitting each
other. People were crying. People
were screaming. It was crazy,” the
Gainesville man said hours later. “If
I could give you an idea of what it
looked like, I would say it looked like
the end of the world.”

The interstate had been closed for
a time before the accidents because
of a mixture of fog and heavy smoke
from a brush fire that may have been
intentionally set. The decision to re-
open it early Sunday will certainly be

a focus of investigators, as will the
question of how the fire may have
started.

The pileups happened around

Owsley began her career delivering newspapers by helping her son
James “Buck” Owsley, above, with his paper route when he was 7 years
old. 

Cause sought for deadly Fla. highway pileup

AP Photo

Officials work at the scene of a multi-vehicle crash Sunday on Interstate 75 at Paynes Prairie
south of Gainesville, Fla.  

See PILEUP, on A6

By DAVID BROCK

dbrock@amnews.com

STANFORD — A Lincoln
County man was found
dead following a fire at his
home Sunday morning.

State police said Herbert
H. Simpson, 83, was de-
ceased when crews arrived
at 2045 Boneyville Road
near Stanford about 10:24
a.m. 

According to Lincoln
Coroner Farris Marcum, a
passing driver on Sunday
morning noticed flames
coming from the roof.
After the man entered the
building, he saw smoke
coming from the kitchen
area.

Marcum said the man
first got a bucket of water
before running across the
street to a nearby church
where services were about
to start. There, he grabbed
a fire extinguisher, which
he used to put out the
flames. Once the fire was
out, Simpson’s body was
located on the floor next to
the stove.

It appears a grease fire
began when Simpson, who
lived alone, was cooking
on the stove and some of
the grease splattered,
catching him on fire, Mar-
cum said.

Simpson was declared
dead about 11:30 a.m.
Marcum said Simpson also
may have suffered smoke
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obama uses tax proposals for his political message — story on a6

SPORTS  I  B1

Surging numbers 
of older inmates
creating dilemma

HEALTH  I  A4

AP exclusive: 
New taste for Thai
elephant meat

A new taste for eating ele-
phant meat — everything from
trunks to sex organs — has
emerged in Thailand and could
pose a new threat to the survival
of the species.

Wildlife officials told The Asso-
ciated Press they were alerted to
the practice after finding two ele-
phants slaughtered last month in
a national park in western Thai-
land.

Story on A5

By ROGER ALFORD

Associated Press

FRANKFORT — Legisla-
tion that would require wel-
fare recipients to be tested
for drug use is gaining pop-
ularity among Kentucky law-
makers, more than 50 of
whom have signed on as co-
sponsors.

It doesn’t matter that the
measure stands little chance
of passing into law. In a leg-
islative election year, incum-
bents want their names on
proposals that tend to be
popular with blue-collar vot-
ers, as this one is.

“Everybody says they’re
for it,” said state Rep. Lonnie
Napier, the Lancaster Re-
publican who has been
pushing the measure for the
past two years. “I can’t go
anywhere unless I’m
stopped by people, and they
tell me they support that bill
and ask, ‘How can I help
you?’”

Napier, a relentless cheer-
leader for the proposal, said
businesses typically require
employees to pass a drug

See FIRE, on A6

See TESTING, on A6

Lawmakers
sponsor 
welfare

drug testing


