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MARCH MADNESS
NCAA MEN’S BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT

KENTUCKY VS. INDIANA

NCAA Tournament’s Sweet 16.
That’s been the storyline all week,
that he and the Cats (34-2) can ex-
act their revenge on a grand stage
against IU (27-8).

Except Jones isn’t playing
along.

“However we play now is what
defines us,” said the sophomore
forward, who is playing arguably
the best basketball of his career
right now. “That loss can define
us if we let it, but how we play now
is really the only thing that mat-
ters.”

To the Wildcats, tonight’s

game represents only Step 3 in
what they hope will be a six-step
dance to the program’s eighth na-
tional championship. The ulti-
mate goal isn’t payback. It’s
climbing a ladder on the night of
April 2 in New Orleans and cut-
ting down the nets.

That’s the weight resting on
the shoulders of this young team,
which starts three freshmen and
two sophomores. Fans expect
nothing less than a title, the end of
a 14-year championship drought,
and the pressure associated with
that supersedes avenging a loss
from 3½ months ago. The Cats
aren’t even the same team.

“We’re the best team,” fresh-
man Michael Kidd-Gilchrist said,
acknowledging the enormous ex-
pectations of Big Blue Nation. “I
think it’s fair to all of us. It’s a
young team, but still, I think it’s
fair.”

“I think we’re the best team in

the country,” sophomore Doron
Lamb said, “so I think we should
win the whole thing.”

Like UK, the Hoosiers have a
healthy perspective on how much
thefirstmeetingreallymatters in
this one. Verdell Jones III, the guy
who sped past UK defenders —
who were supposed to foul him —
and dished to Watford for the win-
ning shot, isn’t playing tonight af-
ter injuring a knee two weeks ago.

Even so, guys like Watford and
freshman Cody Zeller took some-
thing important from that game:
the knowledge that they could
compete at the highest level.
They rode that to a resurgent sea-
son in which they toppled two
more top-five teams. They’ll need
to draw on that again tonight.

“We don’t de-emphasize it, but
we don’t overemphasize it,” IU
coach Tom Crean said of beating
the Cats. “First and foremost, it
gives our players confidence. To

play a team like Kentucky … you
have to literally believe you can
win the game. Because they have
the ability to come in and throw
those first couple blows and
punches in a game. If you don’t
believe you can win, it’s a lot hard-
er to recover from that.”

Crean and the cream-and-
crimson faithful know something
about getting up from a knock-
down. That the Hoosiers are one
of 16 teams still in contention for
the national title seemed impossi-
ble just a year ago, at the end of a
third straight losing season.

With a victory tonight, IU
would match its total from the
previous three years combined.
So while the Wildcats are laser-
locked on a bigger prize, Crean
and company are taking some
time to soak in this moment.

“We’re honored to be here …
especially with everything that
we’ve gone through,” Crean said,

beforeallowinghimself toconsid-
er what another upset tonight
would do for his program. “It
would mean a lot. I think every-
thing that we’ve done this year
means a lot.”

The opposite almost seems
true for the Cats, that nothing be-
fore now means anything. There
is only the pursuit of a champion-
ship banner. That kind of focus
can be both gift and curse, and
Calipari is hoping for the latter.

“It’s Kentucky. Do you expect
anything else?” he said. “We have
one job: to play our best. I’m tell-
ing our team, ‘Forget about this
tournament. Just play basketball.
Andthebasketballyou’regoingto
play is against a team that’s al-
ready beaten you.’ ”

Revenge or not, they haven’t
forgotten that.

Kyle Tucker can be reached at (502)
582-4361.
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Louisville rivalry, in one intrigu-
ing way:

Crean and Calipari are
friends.

Not sound-bite, play-nice-at-
the-press-conference friends.
They’re legitimate friends who
talk, text and show up at sporting
events together. They don’t join
the sharp back-and-forth that
stirs their fan bases.

Crean knew that whenever he
hit the next pothole during his re-
buildingprojectat Indianathathe
could depend upon a supportive
call from Calipari. Ditto for
Crean. When darts have flown at
Calipari, Crean has been there to
listen — and talk.

“There’s no question in the last
couple of years, as we’ve gone
through this, that the phone has
rung, and I’ve answered it and it’s
been him more than really any-
body else outside my family,”
Crean said.

“And I’ll always appreciate
that because it wasn’t just, ‘Hey,
hang in there.’ Anybody can tell
you that. It was tangible things.”

“(Crean) is a basketball Ben-
ny,” Calipari said. “He’s into bas-
ketball. He’s not into a whole lot of
other stuff. He just loves it. He’s
into his kids. And I’ve always had
great respect for him because of
that.”

This is a friendship that has
endured more than 25 years.
Crean said he read an article
about Calipari in a Big East maga-
zine when Cal was an assistant
coach at Pittsburgh.

Crean was already close with
former Providence assistant
coach Fran Fraschilla, who had
been friends with Calipari since
1978, when they were roommates
at the Dean Smith basketball
camp in North Carolina. A friend
of a friend became a friend.

“They hit it off right away,”
said Fraschilla, now an analyst
for ESPN. “They’re very similar.
You cut through the $2,000 suits
and John’s giant personality,
they’re basically scrappy, fight-
your-way-to-the-top, lower-mid-
dle-class kids from Michigan
(Crean) and Pennsylvania (Cali-
pari).”

They hooked up at coaching
clinics. They shared meals on the
road. They debated out-of-bounds
plays. They found themselves to-
gether in Conference USA when
Calipari arrived at Memphis in
2001. Crean, who worked at Mar-
quette, wondered if other C-USA
coaches were trying to big-time
him. Calipari never did that.

They kept winning while
building their programs and rep-
utations. Martin Newton, athletic
director at Samford University,
knows both men well. Like Fras-
chilla, Newton sees the similar-
ities in their crackling personal-
ities.

“They have similar mindsets
when it comes to marketing and
communication,” Newton said.
“Theybothseethebiggerpicture.
They’re always trying to find a
way to separate their programs
from everybody else.”

They have succeeded. Crean
started his career trip to Bloom-
ington by volunteering at Alma
College while he was a student at
Central Michigan. Kentucky is
Calipari’s seventh coaching stop
after his playing career ended at
Clarion, now a Division II school
in Pennsylvania. “Neither was
handed a silver spoon,” Fraschilla
said. “They feed off how hard the
other one works.”

Now they’re coaching at two of
the five most storied programs in
college basketball, going against
each other tonight on national TV
for a place in the Elite Eight.

And they’re still friends. Last
year Calipari arranged for a pri-
vate plane, brought his son (Brad)
and flew from Lexington to
Bloomington to pick up Crean and
his son, Riley. Their final destina-
tion was an NBA playoff game in
Chicago.

In a profession as Darwinian
as Division I coaching, that’s un-

usual. More friendships fracture
than endure. Somebody runs up a
score. A recruiting dust-up ig-
nites into a grudge. One guy talks
to a writer the other guy believes
treated him unfairly. It doesn’t
take much.

So far Crean and Calipari are
solid.

So far.
The friendship survived the

recruiting tussle for Marquis
Teague, Kentucky’s freshman
point guard who played high
school ball at Indianapolis Pike.
Indiana was a Big Ten punching
bag when Teague made his deci-
sion, and he big-timed the Hoo-
siers by no-showing on at least
one unofficial visit.

Crean and Calipari found
themselves in Indianapolis to-
gether again last year in pursuit
of Gary Harris, a McDonald’s all-
American from Hamilton South-
eastern High School. Harris
picked Michigan State. There was
no reason for hard feelings.

There’s more. The fallout from
Indiana’s 73-72 win over Ken-
tucky Dec. 10 included word that
Calipari would prefer to return
the series to a neutral site — Free-
dom Hall in Louisville and Lucas
Oil Stadium in Indianapolis.

Crean opposes that. He be-
lieves the series should be played
in Assembly Hall and Rupp Are-
na. That debate will resume later
this spring.

Now there is this moment —
Calipari trying to make it halfway
through his best chance to win his
first national title and Crean
equally determined to show re-
maining skeptics that his IU pro-
gram is truly surging.

“It’s not going to change any-
thing (tonight) at 9:50,” Crean
said. “If he’s trying to get it, I’m
going to try to get it back. That’s
just the way it is.”

Reach Rick Bozich at (502) 582-4650
or rbozich@courier-journal.com, and
read his blog and previous columns
at www.courier-journal.com/bozich.
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Tom Crean, in his fourth year at IU, appreciates the support he’s gotten
from UK’s John Calipari. PHOTOS BY MICHAEL CLEVENGER/THE COURIER-JOURNAL

John Calipari’s middle-class
Pennsylvania roots are similar to
those of Michigander Crean.

Watford inbounded the ball
under the basket to Jones, who
got a screen from Zeller on Mar-
quis Teague to give him space in
the open floor. Jones drove to-
ward the basket and at the last
moment threw the ball out to Wat-
ford, who hit the 3-pointer to ig-
nite the celebration.

As the fans poured onto the
court, Watford recalled this week
that he did worry a few times that
he might get trampled.

“A lot of people had got on me,
and I couldn’t breathe,” Watford
said. “I told Tom (Pritchard) to
get them up off of me and Tom,
being a big guy, started throwing

ATLANTA — The Shot in Indi-
ana basketball lore will always be
reserved for Keith Smart.

His 16-foot baseline jumper in
the closing seconds to beat Syra-
cuse in the 1987 national champi-
onship game was the biggest mo-
ment on the largest stage.

But ask fans of the current In-
diana team about The Shot and
most want to talk about Dec. 10,

2011, when Christian Watford’s 3-
pointer from the left wing at the
buzzer lifted the Hoosiers to a 73-
72 victory over No. 1 Kentucky at
Assembly Hall.

ESPN has done its best to keep
anyone from forgetting it, show-
ing a commercial with the shot
and the fans storming the court in
celebration.

Kentucky coach John Calipari
has called the shot “a fluke.”

IU’s Tom Crean said he has
watched the final moments
countless times and it always has
a happy ending.

“It goes in every time,” Crean
said. “And there’s still a hand up

in front of him. There’s still a
great pass from Verdell (Jones
III), there’s still a great screen
from Cody Zeller. Every time it
goes in.

Kentucky’s Doron Lamb had
just made 1-of-2 free throws with
5.6 seconds to play to give the
Wildcats a 72-70 lead.

them everywhere.”
Watford admitted he has been

asked about the shot thousands of
times since mid-December.

He feels as if he has been
asked about it that many times
since IU beat Virginia Common-
wealth on Saturday to advance to
today’s Sweet Sixteen rematch
against Kentucky at the Georgia
Dome.

“It’s all good,” Watford said. “I
don't think about it all the time or
anything like that. But when it
comes on TV I think about it and it
makes me feel good inside. It’s
something that will always be
with me.”

It’s ‘The Shot’ to Watford, UK fans today
Indiana, Kentucky
stage rematch today
By Terry Hutchens
The Indianapolis Star

Indiana beat
Kentucky 73-72 on
Dec. 10 on a
3-point shot at the
buzzer by
Christian Watford.
The teams meet
again today.

ATLANTA — The NBA was a
popular topic Thursday as the
University of Kentucky basket-
ball team prepared for tonight’s
game against Indiana in the
NCAA Tournament’s Sweet16 in
the Georgia Dome.

UK freshman Anthony Davis
said he hasn’t decided whether
he’ll turn pro after this season,
while a report surfaced that
classmate Michael Kidd-Gil-
christ might have made up his
mind.

ESPN’s Chad Ford quoted un-
named sources saying that
whether the Wildcats win the
NCAA title or not, Kidd-Gil-
christ, a projected top-five pick,
will enter the draft. Kidd-Gil-
christ had told local reporters a
few weeks ago: “I’m graduating
here. I’m not going anywhere.
I’m staying at Kentucky.”

Thursday’s media availabil-
ity was over when Ford’s report
came out, but Kidd-Gilchrist did
respond via Twitter: “I don’t
know where this is coming from.
This is MY decision. Right now
all I’m focused on (is) my team-
mates and winning games.”

In a second message, he said
he’ll make a decision after the
season “that’s best for me and
my family.”

Mixed emotions
for Abell’s fans

Louisville native Remy Abell
didn’t see action for IU in the
December game against UK in
Bloomington, but the freshman
expects to play tonight. He has
become the Hoosiers’ first
guard off the bench with senior
Verdell Jones III sidelined with
a torn knee ligament.

Abell said he is hearing from
many hometown friends, and
their good wishes are mixed.

“They say, ‘Remy, I want you
to do well, but I kind of want
Kentucky to win,’ ” he said. “But
it’s a mixture. All my family,
they’re cheering for me and
they want me to win. It’s going to
be an exciting game. It’s a re-
match. It’s going to be exciting
for the fans, and it’s going to be
exciting for us as players. It’s
going to be real competitive.”

Kentuckiana storm
victims take heart

IU coach Tom Crean knows
basketball and basketball tradi-
tion. He understands the buzz

generated by Indiana, Kentucky
and Louisville all advancing to
the Sweet 16 together.

“It’s a special time for the
people (in Kentuckiana),” he
said. “I got a text from a friend
of mine who is the head coach at
Henryville High School, and if
you know anything about what’s
been going on in Indiana, you
know that Henryville has just
been devastated (by a tornado
March 2).

“There’s a lot of Indiana fans
in that town. There’s a lot of
Louisville fans, there’s Ken-
tucky fans. They’ve all got
something to look at. I don’t
think that can be undersold.
That’s a big deal. There’s a lot of
people who really love their pro-
gram and they support it. And I
think that helps.”

Calipari touts Payne
for Mississippi State

UK coach Calipari said he
thinks assistant Kenny Payne, a
Mississippi native, would be a
good fit for the vacant Missis-
sippi State head coaching job.
The Bulldogs struggled with
discipline under former coach
Rick Stansbury.

“He’s not afraid to say no, not
afraid to be tough on guys,” Cali-
pari said of Payne, a former
Louisville star. “You’re not
ready to be a head coach unless
you’re ready to say no, ready to
create discipline in these kids’
lives, and he is. He’s probably
tougher on our kids than I am.

“And recruiting speaks for it-
self. And he grew up there, so he
would be a good choice.”

Calipari also noted that an-
other assistant, Orlando Anti-
gua, has interviewed for “a cou-
ple jobs” this year.

“He’s the same,” Calipari
said. “I think they’re all ready.”

Horns are Creans’
tournament guests

Former South Carolina coach
Darrin Horn and his wife, Carla,
are in Atlanta as guests of Tom
and Joani Crean. Horn played at
Western Kentucky when Crean
was an assistant there, and he
worked for Crean at Marquette
from 1999-2003. Horn was fired
by South Carolina last week.

Crean called Horn last week
to invite him to Atlanta and said
he “wasn’t going to take ‘No’ for
an answer.”

Horn said he has not decided
on his next move, but he will be
doing TV work on ESPNU next
week.

UK-IU NOTEBOOK

ESPN report on pros
puzzles Kidd-Gilchrist
By Kyle Tucker
and Rick Bozich
The Courier-Journal
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