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is what swayed the vote,” said 
Susanna Wolford, chairwom-
an of the Man and Woman of 
the Year committee. “People 
see that they have made not 
just a positive impact current-
ly, but that they have had an 
influence for many years in 
our community.”

Cartwright, a local attor-
ney, is known for his involve-
ment in local sports, leader-
ship at his church and contri-
butions to Hopkins County 
tourism.

H e  g r e w  u p  i n 
Madisonville and Providence 
and has been married to 
Rene Cartwright for 29 years.

Cartwright has been the 
attorney for the Hopkins 
County Board of Education 
for 22 years.

“I have a commitment to 
the betterment of the commu-
nity,” he said. “If people don’t 
volunteer to help their com-
munity, the communities will 
not grow, prosper and we will 
simply not have the quality of 
life without volunteers.”

The father of three said 
volunteering is something 
that he grew up with and tries 
to encourage his children to 
take part in.

He has served as a presi-
dent and board member to 
the Lions Club.

“I’ve been in the Lions 
Club for 29 years and have 
seen some of the other recip-
ients and am very honored 
to be in the same company,” 
Cartwright said.

He has also served on the 
YAA board, as president for 
the Hopkins County Central 
ABA board, been active in 
several school booster clubs, 
writes a sports column for 
The Messenger and is the 
chairman for the Hopkins 
County Spor ts Complex 
Committee.

Cartwright lends his voice 
as the public announcer at 
Hopkins County Central High 
School’s stadium.

“I have been the PA 
announcer for Hopkins Cen-
tral for every game since that 
stadium opened,” he said.

Cartwright is a longtime 
member of First United 
Methodist Church and 
serves as the Sunday school 
superintendent. He was chair-
man of the church’s building 
expansion committee in the 
1990s.

He served on the Mad-
isonville-Hopkins County 
Chamber of Commerce from 
1988 to 1996 and as chairman 
in 1995.

Cartwright is on the Hop-
kins County Tourist and Con-
vention Committee and the 
board of directors for First 

United Bank.
Both Car twright and 

McMurtrie were nominated 
by more then one person, 
Wolford said.

The Lions Club looks for 
community members who 
have made a difference, she 
said.

“It has to be someone who 
has made a positive impact 
on our community, basi-
cally through their volunteer 
efforts or community service-
type efforts,” Wolford said.

McMurtrie, is known for 
forming the Return to Beth-
lehem program that mimics 
what the town would have 
been like on the night of 
Jesus’ birth.

Attempts to contact 
McMur trie Friday were 
unsuccessful.

She got the idea from a 
magazine and approached the 
pastor of First Baptist Church 
20 years ago, she said in an 
interview about the program 
last summer.

McMurtrie formed the 
Return to Bethlehem Steer-
ing Committee to organize 
the event and has been the 
chairperson since.

She strives for historical 
accuracy in the program but 
wants the attention to be on 
baby Jesus in the manger, 
McMurtrie said in a previous 
interview.

McMurtrie is an active 
member at First Baptist 
Church and volunteers as 
a Sunday school teacher, 
Youth Choir Coordinator 
and leads the Loving Kind-
ness bereavement commit-
tee.

She also is part of the 
Madisonville Community 
College Community Chorus 
and sang in the “Messiah” 
performance for many years.

McMurtrie was a long-
time volunteer at Regional 
Medical Center.

The Man and Woman of 
the Year ceremony will be 
held at 6:30 p.m. April 16 in 
Trover Tower. To make res-
ervations for the dinner, call 
Chris Findley at 824-1608 or 
email him at cfindley@efirs-
tunitedbank.com. The tick-
ets are $15 per person.
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FRANKFORT — Six 

House Republicans, 
including Rep. Ben Waide 
of Madisonville, boycotted a 
committee meeting Thursday 
because the chairman refused 
to take a vote on a measure 
that would require random 
drug testing of people who 
receive welfare and other 
public benefits.

But House Health and 
Welfare chairman Tom Burch 
said House Bill 26 would 
have been defeated if the 
committee had taken a vote.

“I didn’t want to embarrass 
him,” Burch, D-Louisville, 
said of Rep. Lonnie Napier, 
the primary sponsor of 
HB 26. Napier, one of the 
longest-serving members of 
the House, announced earlier 
this year that he was not 
seeking re-election.

Despite the Republican 
boycott, Napier, R-Lancaster, 
presented his bill to the 
remaining members of the 
panel. The measure has 64 
co-sponsors, more than half 
of the 100-member House. 
Napier filed a similar bill last 
year, but Burch’s committee 
never voted on it.

More than 30 states 
have considered similar 
bills in recent years. Last 
year, a federal judge in 
Florida declared a similar 
law unconstitutional, saying 
it constituted unreasonable 
search and seizure.

But Napier said he had 
made several changes to 
his proposal that addressed 
constitutional concerns and 
other problems.

Napier said the drug 
testing would be random 
and occur only if there was 
a suspicion of possible drug 
abuse. A person who failed 
a drug test would have 60 
days to clear drugs from his 
or her system before taking a 
second drug test.

If a person failed a second 
drug test, he or she would 
have 14 days to enroll in 
drug treatment. If a person 
did not seek help, the 
public assistance would be 
terminated.

Benefits for children in 
that adult’s home would not 
be terminated, Napier said.

Several Democrats 
questioned the constitutional-
ity of the provision, saying it 
would target the poor.

Rep. Jim Glenn, D- 
Owensboro, questioned 
whether Napier would ask 
other people who receive 
government payments to take 
drug tests as well.

“Does that include the 
presidents of our universities, 
who also receive public 
assistance?” Glenn asked. 
“Does that include the 
superintendents of our public 
schools, K-12, who also 
receive public assistance? 
... Does it include General 
Motors, who the government 
just bailed out? Do we test all 
of these people? They’re all 
receiving public assistance. 
I don’t want to just test the 
poor.”

Napier said he would not 
be against an amendment to 
include state legislators in the 
measure.

Rep. Darryl Owens, 

D-Louisville, also questioned 
whether there was evidence 
that the poor abuse drugs 
more than other groups.

Napier said tests in Florida 
showed that 6 percent to 7 
percent of those on public 
assistance abused drugs. 
Owens said the range was 1 
percent to 2 percent.

Owens said Napier had no 
hard facts to show that the 
poor use drugs disproportion-
ately.

Napier said his proposal 
had widespread support 
among Kentuckians who 
are tired of people using tax 
dollars to support recreational 
drug habits.

Many people use food 
stamps to buy food, sell the 
food and then use that money 
to buy drugs, Napier said.

“People across the state 
support this bill,” he said.

Other lawmakers 
expressed concern about a 
shortage of drug treatment 
centers in Kentucky. They 
asked what would happen if 
people can’t get into those 
treatment centers but want to 
keep their public assistance.

Napier said the Cabinet for 
Health and Family Services 
would oversee the program 
and be responsible for such 
details.

Burch said there were too 
many unanswered questions 
about the proposal.

The other four Republican 
representatives who didn’t 
attend the meeting were 
Addia Wuchner of Burlington, 
Julie Adams of Louisville, Tim 
Moore of Elizabethtown and 
Brent Housman of Paducah.

Schools holding 
collection drive for 

tornado victims
BY THE MESSENGER STAFF

Browning Springs Middle 
School and West Broadway 

Elementary are collecting 
items for tornado victims in 
West Liberty.

The schools contacted the 
Family Resource and Youth 
Service Centers from West 
Liberty to determine what 
students there will need in the 
next few weeks, according to 
a press release.

Donations of hygiene 
items, school supplies and 
new underwear and socks of 
all sizes will be accepted at the 
two schools through March 
30. Do not bring clothing or 
food.

Boxes will be set up in 
the front lobbies at the two 
schools to collect donated 
items. Community members 
are also welcome to donate.

Turn clocks forward an 
hour tonight

BY THE MESSENGER STAFF
Daylight savings begins at 

2 a.m. Sunday.
Don’t forget to turn your 

clocks forward one hour 
before going to bed tonight.

Enter Clifford the Big Red 
Dog contest

BY THE MESSENGER STAFF
People can win a free 

child’s ticket to see Clifford 
the Big Red Dog if they are 
the first to spot the pup’s big 
red bowl.

The Glema Mahr Center 
for the Arts is holding a 
contest Monday through 
Friday with daily winners, 
according to a press release.

Clifford has misplaced 
his big red bowl filled with 
his favorite dog biscuits. The 
bowl may be found anywhere 
in Madisonville.

If you spot Clifford’s big 
red bowl, call the Glema 
Center at 821-2787 between 
the hours of 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. 
Monday through Friday and 

report where the bowl was 
discovered.

The first person to call 
receives a ticket to see 
Clifford’s show at the Glema 
Center at 7 p.m. March 20.

Man sentenced to 20 
years for murder; 

confronts victim’s family
BY FRED PETKE

THE WINCHESTER SUN
WINCHESTER — Jeffrey 

Clem knew he was being 
sentenced to 20 years in 
prison Thursday for killing his 
friend Wilburn Banks in 2010.

What may not have 
been expected was being 
confronted face to face by 
Banks’ daughter.

In a rare move, Banks’ 
daughter Star Baker and 
one of his sisters, Cheryl 
Doyle, were allowed to speak 
directly to Clem after he was 
sentenced.

In a lengthy statement, 
Baker wrote of the pain her 
family has endured since 
Banks was killed Aug. 18, 
2010, by three gunshot 
wounds.

“You shot him three 
times,” Doyle read from the 
letter as Baker stood next to 
her. “That shows you wanted 
to kill him. I wish my dad 
had a gun so he could’ve 
protected himself so he 
could be here with us and 
your ashes could be sitting in 
someone else’s house like his 
are in mine.

“I hope you burn in hell.”
Clem, 53, and his 

attorney William Elkins 
stood motionless as Doyle 
read the entire letter. Clem’s 
expression never changed. 
At the end, Clem asked if 
he could say something, but 
Clark Circuit Judge William 
Clouse would not allow it at 
the family’s request.

Assistant Commonwealth’s 

Attorney Charles Johnson 
said Banks’ family asked for 
the opportunity to speak, 
which other families typically 
don’t.

Clem shot Banks three 
times following an argument 
inside Banks’ home at 205 
Sterling St. Following his 
arrest, Clem gave a number 
of differing accounts of what 
led up to the shooting.

He was sentenced to 20 
years for murder and one 
year for disposing of the 
weapon. Both sentences will 
be served concurrently.

Man robs Harlan post 
office, takes $850 in cash

FROM THE HARLAN DAILY 
ENTERPRISE

HARLAN — Police are 
looking for a man responsible 
for robbing the Harlan Post 
Office on Thursday.

According to Harlan City 
Police Cpl. George Young, 
a man walked into the post 
office around 3:30 p.m. and 
jumped across the counter 
and took $850 in cash out of 
the cash register.

Young said the man fled 
on foot, but they believe he 
met up with a vehicle and 
then fled the area.

Young said if anyone has 
any information regarding 
the robbery they should call 
Harlan Police Department at 
606-573-1121.

Woman allegedly posed 
as victim for lodging

BY KENNETH HART
THE DAILY INDEPENDENT

LOUISA — Authorities 
have arrested a Lawrence 
County woman for allegedly 
posing as a tornado victim in 
order to obtain free lodging at 
a cabin owned by the county.

The defendant, Christy 
Thompson, 31, of Louisa, 
also allegedly threw a party 
while she was staying in the 
cabin that resulted in the unit 
sustaining more than $500 
damage, according to the 
Lawrence County Sheriff’s 
Department.

Thompson was arrested 
Thursday on a warrant 
charging her with false 
swearing, second-degree 
criminal mischief and falsely 
reporting an incident, the 
sheriff’s department said. She 
was lodged in the Big Sandy 
Regional Detention Center.

According to a criminal 
complaint sworn out 
by Lawrence County 
Judge-Executive John 
Osborne, Thompson told 
county officials her home had 
been destroyed by a tornado 
and was given free lodging in 
one of the cabins at Pleasant 
Ridge Park the county was 
using as storm shelters.

While staying in the cabin, 
Thompson allegedly had a 
party, during which the unit 
was “defaced, damaged or 
destroyed,” causing a loss of 
$500 or more to the county, 
the complaint states.

The sheriff’s department 
also served criminal 
summonses on six other 
defendants in connection 
with the party. Donald L. 
Thompson, 41; Deborah 
Moore, 51; Heather Adkins, 
27; and Jesse McKinster, 50, 

all of Louisa, all were charged 
with second-degree criminal 
mischief, the sheriff’s 
department said.

Criminal summonses 
charging second-degree 
criminal mischief have also 
been issued for, but not yet 
served on, two additional 
defendants, Ernie Moore, 53, 
and Ernie S. Moore, 29, both 
of Louisa, according to the 
sheriff’s department.

The incident was at 
least the second in which 
authorities have charged 
someone with misusing 
aid intended for victims of 
Friday’s tornadoes, which 
caused millions in property 
damage and are being blamed 
for 22 fatalities statewide.

Man jailed in alleged 
assault with coal shovel

BY DEBBIE CALDWELL
HARLAN DAILY ENTERPRISE

HARLAN — A Smith 
man was arrested 
Wednesday by the Harlan 
County Sheriff s Office on 
a warrant for first-degree 
assault.

According to the warrant, 
Harry Lee Shuler II, 59, 
hit a man with a No. 2 coal 
shovel.

The warrant was 
obtained by Michael Saylor. 
He stated in the warrant, 
that on Feb. 22, Shuler hit 
him numerous times with a 
shovel on his side and back, 
as well as his head.

Saylor was treated 
at Harlan ARH Hospital 
emergency room and 
received stitches and staples 
to his head.

Shuler was arrested by 
deputy Chris Brewer and 
lodged in the Harlan County 
Detention Center with bond 
set at $20,000 full cash.

GOP protests lack of vote on welfare drug-testing bill 
Afternoon catch

Jim Pearson, The Messenger, jpearson@the-messenger.com, 824-3229
Troy Johnson enjoys the nice weather Friday afternoon to get in a little fishing on the 
north lake at the Madisonville City Park. The lake is part of a statewide program designed 
to provide quality fishing by the Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife, in partnership 
with the city, which has enrolled the lake in the Fishing in Neighborhoods Program. The 
lake will receive two yearly stockings of channel catfish and three annual stockings of 
rainbow trout. The south lake at the park will receive an annual stocking of channel cat-
fish. The north lake is scheduled to be stocked with 1,400 channel catfish during the first 
two weeks of this month, and 2,500 rainbow trout is scheduled for the middle of the 
month, supplementing the 1,250 trout stocked in early February.

Madisonville	 $3.65
Mortons	Gap	 $3.65	
Dawson	Springs	 $3.69
Henderson		 $3.56
Hopkinsville	 $3.54
Providence		 $3.74
USA	Average	 $3.76

Today’s	Poll

Area	Gas	Prices
(Lowest	found	as	of	5	p.m.	yesterday)

Tell	us:	

Are	or	were	you	ever	a	
member	of	the	Girl	Scouts?

Vote	online	at
the-messenger.com

Yesterday’s	question

Have	you	ever	received	a	
hateful	text	message?

Yes	 	 30%
No	 	 70%

Lottery Numbers
Friday’s numbers:
Kentucky 
Midday Pick 3: 2-9-5
Midday Pick 4: 1-5-0-9
Evening Pick 3: 0-9-1
Evening Pick 4: 7-1-8-5
Mega Millions: Not available
Cash Ball: 7-8-17-29; 
Cash Ball was 20; Kicker 2-6-0-9-4
5 Card Cash: 3D-AC-KH-QH-2H 
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