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GIRLS’ SWEET 16 DRAW
Wednesday-Saturday at E.A. Diddle Arena, Bowling Green (all times EST)

Glasgow (28-4)
1 p.m. Wednesday

Butler (23-9)
1 p.m. Friday

Boone County (30-3)
2:30 p.m. Wednesday

Paul Dunbar (28-6)
11 a.m. Sat.

Manual (33-2)
7:30 p.m. Wednesday

Perry County Central
(30-2)

2:30 p.m. Friday

Muhlenberg County
(21-10)
9 p.m. Wednesday

Montgomery County
(28-6)

Hopkinsville (31-4)
1 p.m. Thursday 9 p.m. Saturday

Marshall County (27-8)
7:30 p.m. Friday

Marion County (31-4)
2:30 p.m. Thursday

Walton-Verona (29-6)
12:30 p.m. Sat.

Magoffin County
(28-4)
7:30 p.m. Thursday

Ashland Blazer (29-6)
9 p.m. Friday

Lincoln County (24-9)
9 p.m. Thursday

Clay County (31-5)

The final edition of The Couri-
er-Journal’s girls’ basketball Lit-
kenhous Ratings confirmed what
most observers have believed all
season: Manual and Marion
County are the favorites to reach
the state championship game.

Seventh Region champion
Manual (33-2) kept the No. 1 spot
in the Litratings released Mon-
day, and Fifth Region champion
Marion County (31-4) is No. 2.

Manual and Marion County
split their two regular-season
meetings and are on opposite
sides of the bracket for the Hou-
chens Industries/KHSAA Girls’
Sweet 16 to be held Wednesday-
Saturday at E.A. Diddle Arena in
Bowling Green, Ky.

Manual and Marion County
lead eight Top 20 teams that qual-
ified for the Sweet 16, joining No.
4 Perry County Central, No. 5
Boone County, No. 13 Glasgow,
No.14 Walton-Verona, No.16 Clay
County and No. 19 Butler.

There will be three Top 20
matchups in the first round, led
by Manual vs. Perry County Cen-
tral at 7:30 p.m. EDT Wednesday.
Manual beat Perry County Cen-
tral 70-61 on Jan. 28 in the semi-
finals of the Louisville Invita-
tional Tournament.

The other Top 20 matchups
will be Butler vs. Glasgow at 1
p.m. Wednesday and Marion
County vs. Walton-Verona at 2:30
p.m. Thursday.

Eastern hires Ruckman
as football coach

Stephen Ruckman has been
named the football coach at East-
ern, replacing Ken Whalen.

Ruckman, 33, was the head
coach at New Orleans Grace
King the past two years after
spending three seasons as an as-
sistant coach at Pensacola (Fla.)
Tate, his alma mater.

Ruckman received his mas-
ter’s degree at the University of
Louisville and served as an assis-
tant coach at Atherton and Iro-
quois during his time there.

“Everything I did since the
day I moved away was in hopes of
returning to Louisville,” said
Ruckman, who met his wife
while at U of L. “It was hard get-
ting the kind of experience I
needed, and I had to travel a little
bit. When I moved back a couple
of weeks ago, it was like watch-
ing a five- or six-year plan come
together.”

Ruckman said he plans to
keep Eastern’s spread offense
but wants to add an option attack
to it. He said Mike McCoy, East-
ern’s head coach from 1992 to
1998, will return as defensive co-
ordinator.

Whalen stepped down in No-
vember after posting a 47-43 rec-
ord in eight seasons. The Eagles
finished 10-3 last season, falling

to Scott County in the Class 6-A
quarterfinals.

PRP boys, No. Bullitt girls
take bowling regionals

The Pleasure Ridge Park
boys’ and North Bullitt girls’
teams won championships Satur-
day at the Region Three bowling
tournament at Dixie Bowl.

Individual champions were
PRP’s David Davis and Mercy’s
Shelby Thompson.

On the boys’ side, PRP and
runner-up Fern Creek qualified
for the state tournament March
22-23 at Executive Strike and
Spare. The top four individuals
also qualified —PRP’s Davis,
George Eberhardt and Anthony
Alvey and Fern Creek’s Jo Jo Mil-
ler.

Miller bowled a perfect 300
during the second round of ac-
tion.

PRP joined North Bullitt as a
girls’ state qualifier. Joining
Thompson as individual qualifi-
ers were Bullitt Central’s Megan
Helm, North Bullitt’s Kaitlyn
Kinnaird and PRP’s Allie Henon.

Tidbits
» Defending state champion

Allen County-Scottsville is No. 1
in the Kentucky Softball Coaches
Association’s preseason Top 25.

Three schools from Louisville
are in the top 10 — No. 2 Ballard,
No. 3 Mercy and No. 10 Male.

Here is the entire poll, with
first-place votes in parentheses:

1. Allen County-Scottsville (22), 2. Ballard (4), 3. Mercy (7), 4.
Owensboro Catholic, 5. Christian County, 6. Lafayette, 7.
Greenwood, 8. Scott County, 9. Central Hardin, 10. Male, 11.
Pleasure Ridge Park, 12. Reidland, 13. Meade County, 14.
Green County, 15. (tie) Ryle, Calloway County, 17. Oldham
County,18. North Laurel,19. Franklin County, 20. Butler Coun-
ty, 21. Ashland Blazer, 22. Hopkins County Central, 23. East-
ern, 24. Heath, 25. Assumption.

» Nathan Goodman has been
named the boys’ tennis coach at
Christian Academy. Goodman
was an All-American player at
Azusa Pacific University and
currently is a teaching pro at the
Louisville Indoor Racquet Club.

» Christian Academy’s Jenna
Gipperich signed with the Mer-
cer University cross country
program.

Jason Frakes can be reached at
(502) 582-4046.

HIGH SCHOOL NOTEBOOK

Manual tops last
girls’ Lit Ratings
Eight Top 20 teams
make Sweet 16
By Jason Frakes
jfrakes@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

Litkenhous Ratings for the
teams that qualified for this
week’s Girls’ Sweet 16:

1. Manual, 111.6
2. Marion County, 109.4
3. Perry County Central, 101.7
4. Boone County, 100.4
5. Glasgow, 95.2
6. Walton-Verona, 95.1
7. Clay County, 94.9
8. Butler, 93.0
9. Ashland Blazer, 91.6
10. Lincoln County, 90.3
11. (tie) Paul Dunbar, Hopkins-

ville, 89.3
13. Montgomery County, 87.6
14. Marshall County, 87.2
15. Muhlenberg County, 82.6
16. Magoffin County, 80.0

RATING THE GIRLS’
SWEET 16

Darius Theus had a career-
high16 points and five steals and
Troy Daniels made four huge
free throws in the final 19 sec-
onds, allowing VCU to hang on
and beat top-seeded Drexel 59-
56 Monday night in the champi-
onship of the Colonial Athletic
Association tournament.

VCU (28-6) was the biggest
story of last year’s NCAA tour-
nament, when coach Shaka
Smart’s team reached the Final
Four after being one of the last
teams picked for the field. The
Rams won’t have to wait for an
at-large bid this season, but
Drexel made it interesting after
falling behind by 16 at halftime.

» North Texas 76, Arkansas
State 72: Jacob Holman scored
21 points and made five 3-point
shots to lead North Texas in a
Sun Belt tournament semifinal.
The Mean Green will face sur-
prise finalist Western Kentucky,
which topped Denver 67-63 in
the other semi.

» Davidson 93, Western Car-
olina 91 (2 OT): Clint Mann’s
dunk with 1:04 left in double-
overtime put Davidson ahead to
stay and the Wildcats won the
Southern Conference champi-
onship and an automatic bid to
the NCAA tournament.

» Saint Mary’s 78, Gonzaga
74: Matthew Dellavedova
scored 22 points to lead Saint
Mary’s to claim its second West
Coast Conference tournament
title and automatic NCAA bid in
three years.

» Loyola (Md) 48, Fairfield
44: Erik Etherly had 10 points
and seven rebounds to lead Loy-
ola-Maryland back into the
NCAA tournament for the first
time since 1994 with a win in the
MAAC championship game.

Syracuse reports
violations

Syracuse University has self-
reported possible violations of
its internal drug policy and an
NCAA inquiry is under way, ac-
cording to school officials.

Kevin Quinn, senior vice
president for public affairs for
the university, says the inquiry
does not involve any current stu-
dent-athletes.

In a report Monday, Yahoo
Sports said a three-month inves-
tigation it conducted showed
that the Syracuse men’s basket-
ball program failed to adhere to
the drug policy while playing in-
eligible players over the past
decade.

The report, which citied
anonymous sources, said at least
10 players since 2001 had tested
positive for a banned recre-
ational substance or substances.

All-Big Ten team named
Michigan State’s Draymond

Green has been chosen as player
of the year in the Big Ten. Green
averaged 16.2 points and a

league-best 10.5 rebounds as the
Spartans shared the regular-
season title with Michigan and
Ohio State.

Indiana’s Cody Zeller was
named freshman of the year, and
Michigan State’s Tom Izzo was
named coach of the year.

Joining Green on both the
coaches and media first team
are conference scoring leader
John Shurna of Northwestern,
Ohio State star Jared Sullinger
and Purdue’s Robbie Hummel.
The coaches selected Wisconsin
guard Jordan Taylor to the first
team, while the media gave the
nod to Tim Frazier of Penn State.

Women
» Notre Dame 73, West Vir-

ginia45: Natalie Novosel scored
18 points and Kayla McBride
added 15 to help Notre Dame
beat West Virginia in the semifi-
nals of the Big East tournament.

» No. 4 Connecticut 74, No.
13 St. John’s 43: Stefanie Dolson
scored 23 points and Kaleena
Mosqueda-Lewis added 22 to
help Connecticut advance to the
Big East final tonight.

COLLEGE BASKETBALL

VCU punches ticket to
NCAA tournament
Irish women in Big
East championship

Notre Dame’s Natalie Novosel scored 18 points to lead the Irish into
tonight’s Big East championship game. DAVID BUTLER II/US PRESSWIRE

Associated Press

His first time up to bat for the
Angels, Albert Pujols hit an RBI
double.

So far, so good.
The new Angels slugger fin-

ished 2-for-3, ending his spring
debut by popping up with the
bases loaded in the third inning
of Los Angeles’ 9-1 win over an
Oakland Athletics split squad
Monday.

“That was fun,” Pujols said.
Left-hander C.J. Wilson, the

Angels’ other big free-agent ac-
quisition, also debuted. He gave
up a hit and walk in two innings.

Reds rough up
Masterson, Indians

Joey Votto and Jay Bruce
each drove in a pair of runs off
Justin Masterson, leading the
Cincinnati Reds to a 12-7 victory
over the Cleveland Indians.

Bruce singled, doubled and
walked.

Masterson retired only four
batters, allowing six runs on five
hits and three walks. Cincin-
nati’s Johnny Cueto pitched two
innings and gave up one run, al-
lowing two hits without a walk.
Both have been chosen to start
on opening day.

Verlander sharp in win

AL MVP Justin Verlander
picked up where he left off last
season, pitching two scoreless
innings in his spring training de-
but as the Detroit Tigers beat
the Toronto Blue Jays 4-2 Mon-
day.

Verlander, last year’s unani-
mous AL Cy Young winner, gave
up one hit, struck out one and
faced six batters, and said he felt
ready for another inning.

Phillies defeat Yankees

Right-hander Joe Blanton
threw two shutout innings and
third baseman Placido Polanco
drove home the game’s first run
as the Philadelphia Phillies beat
the New York Yankees 9-3 in ex-
hibition play on Monday.

Former Kentucky standout
Blanton, who had averaged 32
starts in his first six big league
seasons, made just eight in 2011
while battling elbow soreness.
On Monday, Blanton allowed
two hits, struck out one and re-
corded five groundball outs.

Crawford shut down
Boston Red Sox outfielder

Carl Crawford will be shut down
to let his left wrist heal and it’s
unlikely he’ll be ready to play by
opening day. Red Sox manager
Bobby Valentine said Crawford
would held out for five to seven
days because of inflammation.
Crawford had surgery on his
wrist in mid-January.

Dykstra sentenced
Former New York Mets out-

fielder Lenny Dykstra was sen-
tenced Monday to three years in
state prison in a grand theft auto
case.

BASEBALL

Pujols doubles in debut

Angels first baseman Albert
Pujols went 2-for-3 in his spring
debut against the Athletics in
Phoenix. MARK J. REBILAS/US PRESSWIRE

Associated Press

The Kentucky Derby lost its
second major contender in re-
cent days when Sham Stakes
winner Out of Bounds suffered a
condylar fracture to his left
foreleg in a workout Monday
morning at Hollywood Park.

The injury is not expected to
be career-threatening but could
keep him from racing until at
least fall, if not until his 4-year-
old season.

Out of Bounds, who was bred
by Sheikh Mohammed al Mak-
toum’s Darley Stud and races in
the name of his family’s Godol-
phin Racing, was to run in Satur-
day’s San Felipe at Santa Anita.

His departure comes eight days
after Holy Bull winner Algo-
rithms was scratched from
Gulfstream Park’s Fountain of
Youth and ultimately declared
out of Triple Crown considera-
tion after fracturing a splint
bone.

Out of Bounds was ranked
No. 3 in The Courier-Journal’s
most recent Derby poll, behind
Fountain of Youth winner Union
Rags and Risen Star winner El
Padrino. He was 23-1 in the Ken-
tucky Derby Future Wager sec-
ond pool that concluded Sunday.
As is the nature of future wa-
gers, there are no refunds if a
horse doesn’t make the Derby.

“Out of Bounds suffered a

nondisplaced condylar fracture
of the left front cannon bone,”
trainer Eoin Harty told the Na-
tional Thoroughbred Racing As-
sociation’s news office. “He is
resting comfortably and is fine.
He will have surgery within the
next few days. I’ll expect him to
be out for at least 90 days. His
prognosis is excellent.

“I did not notice anything
wrong with him until after 20
minutes into his cool-out. He had
an exceptional work this morn-
ing — a very good work. We all
had high hopes for this horse. We
are all very disappointed — not
only for me and my staff but for
the Maktoum family as well, for
he is a homebred.”

THOROUGHBRED RACING

Out of Bounds is off Derby trail
The Courier-Journal
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