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FRANKFORT, Ky. — Annual
cost-of-living raises for members
of the Kentucky Retirement Sys-
tems would be eliminated in the
next two years under a change
the House is likely to make to the
2012-14 state budget bill.

The House also is likely to
slash the operating budget for the
judicial branch by 8.4 percent
and scrap nearly all bonded con-
struction projects at state univer-
sities.

Those were among scores of
recommendations that budget
subcommittees made Monday to
the full budget committee.

Committee Chairman Rick
Rand, D-Bedford, said the recom-
mendations are nearly certain to
be adopted for the budget bill,
which Gov. Steve Beshear pro-
posed in January.

Rand said the full committee
plans to approve the amended
budget bill, House Bill 265, today.
And it could be considered by the
full House as soon as Wednesday,
he said.

While scores of changes were

recommended Monday, most
were small. And Rand said the
$19.5 billion, two-year spending
plan is very similar to the one Be-
shear proposed in January with
funding for most state agencies
cut by 8.4 percent in 2012-13 and
kept at that reduced level in 2013-
14.

After the House passes the
budget, the Senate will make its
changes. The two chambers will
then resolve differences in a con-
ference committee. They must
pass a budget bill before mid-
night April 15, the constitutional
deadline for the session to end.

The provision to suspend the
1.5 percent annual cost-of-living
increase for retirement benefits

is intended to help the system
with its multibillion-dollar long-
term unfunded liability, Rand
said.

“We’re going to pour all of that
money back to the unfunded li-
ability,” Rand said. He said the
elimination of the COLA would
last for only two years and would
affect retirees “in the Kentucky
Retirement System and the
County Retirement System. It
does not apply to teachers.”

Jennifer Elliott, chairman of
the Kentucky Retirement Sys-
tems Board, said she suspects
“current retirees who are used to
COLAs will not be thrilled with
this. But I expect many younger
active members not close to re-

tirement see it in a different light
because it hopefully does address
the unfunded liability.”

Rand said the cut proposed for
judicial operations is the same
percentage cut proposed by Be-
shear for most other state agen-
cies. He said it was not intended
as a slap at the branch that — in
Franklin Circuit Court and Ken-
tucky Supreme Court rulings —
recently scrapped the redistrict-
ing plans the General Assembly
passed.

“It’s the same level of cuts that
many agencies throughout state
government have taken,” Rand
said. “I think when you see the

Retirement COLAs on hold?
House budget plan amendments proposed
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KentuckyOne Health has
eliminated some legal-services
positions at the former Jewish
Hospital & St. Mary’s HealthCare
as part of a streamlining of ad-
ministrative functions after a re-
cent merger.

KentuckyOne, formed by Jan-
uary’s merger of Jewish & St. Ma-
ry’s with Lexington-based St. Jo-
seph Health System, said Mon-
day that its parent organization,
Denver-based Catholic Health
Initiatives, will provide some le-
gal services for it.

KentuckyOne said in a state-
ment, however, that it “will con-
tinue to be supported by a legal
team in Kentucky” and that attor-
neys employed by Jewish & St.
Mary’s have been encouraged to
apply for open positions. CHI,
which has a controlling interest
in KentuckyOne Health, has an
office in Erlanger in Northern
Kentucky.

The statement didn’t say how
many employees are being let go.
KentuckyOnespokeswomanBar-
bara Mackovic said Monday that
she didn’t know the exact number
but that it is small.

The new company could elim-
inate some jobs in administrative
areas other than legal services,
the statement indicated.

As KentuckyOne combines its
Louisville and Lexington corpo-
rate operations, “some positions
in support functions will be
changed or lost to reduce duplica-
tion,” it said. But once Jewish and

Jewish
loses
some
jobs
KentuckyOne Health
cuts back legal staff
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For more than a century,
the 45-acre plot of land along
Floyds Fork was farmed, most
recently for corn and soy-
beans. But today, the tiny roots
of nearly 31,000 tree saplings
are taking hold in the field’s
rich soil made soggy by sea-
sonal rain.

With federal funding from
the Natural Resources Conser-
vation Service, a crew from
21st Century Parks is seeking

to restore a native woodland
on the site by planting north-
ern red oaks, pin oaks, pecans,
persimmon, black cherry,
black walnut and nine other
native Kentucky species.

They are connecting the fu-
ture forest to other woodlands
in Turkey Run Park, the larg-
est in a string of parks and pro-
tected open spaces in the de-
veloping Parklands of Floyds
Fork.

“This is as clean as we have
been in two weeks,” said Andy
Oost, who was covered in mud
along with Jason Grigsby and
Corinne Witzel, the crew work-
ing the tractor and tree-plant-

Corinne Witzel, left, and Andy Oost plant oak and persimmon trees recently in a field near Floyds Fork in southeastern Jefferson
County. The land, where thousands of trees are being planted, is part of the new Turkey Run Park. MATT STONE/THE COURIER-JOURNAL

Forest begins to grow in
park along Floyds Fork
Thousands of
saplings planted
By James Bruggers
jbruggers@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal
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Unless you went forth
and planted tomatoes,
squash and the like, the
snow should pose little
trouble for regular cold-
tolerant early season
crops.

BLOG
BYTES

MORE ONLINE
Read the rest from Rob Gates
at blog, www.courier-
journal.com/gardening.

The ruins of Mount Moriah
Baptist Church were scooped
into truck beds Monday to be
hauledawayontheoverwhelmed

roads of Henry-
ville, Ind.

“A lot of histo-
ry is getting
pulledaway,”Ter-
ry Lanoue, the
pastor, said as he
watched from
across Henry-
ville-Otisco Road
in the rural town
decimated by two
tornadoes Friday.

The church — which has not
alwaysbeenBaptist—has linked
people to the Lord since1892, and

it has been through similar cir-
cumstances before. When it
caught fire in 1966, it was rebuilt
with much help from the town’s
most famous son, Col. Harland
Sanders of Kentucky Fried
Chicken fame.

Sanders’ parents, John and
Clara, are buried in the church’s
cemetery, and volunteers al-
ready had righted their tomb-
stone Monday. Their graves are
among many, including some
from the 19th century, that had
been prettied by an overnight
snowfall.

Names such as Clegg, Dieter-
len and Snow are clustered in the

Church gone, but it’s going nowhere

Little remains of Mount Moriah Baptist Church near Henryville, Ind.,
after Friday’s tornadoes. DALE MOSS/THE COURIER-JOURNALSee MOSS, Page B3
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