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CANNONSBURG Kentucky fans
had no doubts about their team's
ability to dominate during the
2012 NCAA Tournament as the

Wildcats
jumped in-
to the ac-
tion
Thursday
night.

“I think they are going to run
through with ease,” Rob Pember-
ton said as he and friends Bobby
Braden, Anne Braden, Abbey
Braden, Mary Fletcher and Steve
McGuire awaited tipoff.
Pemberton said the Wildcats’

all-around game is strong. “Their
defense, I think, will be their No.
1 weapon.”
UK’s loss in the SEC tourna-

ment may have been exactly
what the team needed, Pember-

ton said.
“I think it brought them off of

their high horse and adds to
what they’re doing.”
Fletcher said she also believes

Kentucky will go all the way in
the NCAA.
“I think they’ll probably get

the championship ... finally,” she
said.
There is a certain social ele-

ment to watching the Wildcats,
the group agreed.
“We get together almost every

game, almost every weekend,”
Anne Braden said, adding they
were pleased Abbey could join
them for the game while on
break as a student at Yale Uni-
versity.
Joking she attends a school

without a “real” basketball team,
the student said she has been fol-
lowing the Wildcats since an ear-
ly age. “It’s just what you do in
this state.”

RJ Kahuna’s General Manager
Cindy Adams said the sports bar
and restaurant's regular UK
watchers like to get crazy during
the games, but never seem to for-
get it is a family establishment

with a lot of children around.
“They are wild and they’re

friendly and they do it in good
taste,” Adams said, noting even
West Virginia fans are welcomed
by the local Wildcat crowd.
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How you can help victims
of tornadoes that swept through 
Morgan, Lawrence, Johnson and
Martin counties. DETAILS ON A12

By TOM WORDEN
For The Independent

ASHLAND

A
n unknown
Good Samari-
tan may have
saved the lives

of three when she
knocked on the door of
their burning house ear-
ly Thursday.
Joshua Potter, Kevin

Potter and Andrea
Spradlin were asleep in a
house on Ringo Street
when they heard the
knock. A neighbor on her
way to work smelled

smoke, Joshua Potter said.
Kevin Potter said he in-

vestigated and found the
attic full of smoke and
they fled.
The three heard thun-

der around 5 a.m. but
continued to sleep until
they heard the knock
around 6 a.m.
Fire investigators later

determined lightning
caused the fire, said Greg
Ray, assistant Ashland
fire chief.
Firefighters were

called shortly after 6
a.m., Ray said. When
they arrived at the home,

the fire was burning on
the roof of a second-floor
porch at the rear of the
structure, he said. Most
of the damage was con-
fined to that area, he
said.
Firefighters also found

four dogs in the resi-
dence and got them out
safely, Ray said.
The residents said they

still don’t know the name
of the neighbor who
knocked, but would like
to thank her.

MIKE JAMES, an Independ-
ent staff  writer, contributed in-
formation to this story. 
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Lightning flashes and angry clouds are seen from the photographer’s vantage point on Montgomery Avenue in Ashland as a house burns on
Ringo Street early Thursday. The top of Scope Towers is on the right.

Lightning culprit in fire

By TIM PRESTON
The Independent

GRAYSON In a place where opinions
tend to be divided between east and
west, Bud Wooten is trying to encour-
age conversations about developing
one school to serve all of  Carter
County.
Wooten, a

member of
the school
district’s
long-term
planning
committee
for facilities,
is organizing
a pair of pub-
lic meetings
to record the
opinions and
comments of
county resi-
dents about
possibilities such as construction of a
new vocational school or a central-
ized high school.
“As part of  our discussions there

was a back and forth about high
schools and a vocational school and a
centralized high school. This is some-
thing that has been under discussion
for years,” Wooten said, recalling sim-
ilar conversations and debates dating
to 1982. “We determined it would be
nice to get public input about how
people feel about the idea.”
Wooten said he is certain the public

meetings will attract people with

One for
all in
Carter?

By ANGELA NICHOLAS
American Red Cross

WEST LIBERTYResident Harold Craft
was amazed at how quickly the local
Red Cross responded to the scene of a
devastating tornado that struck this
small Kentucky town on March 2. 
“They were right there, immediate-

ly,” Craft said Wednesday while re-
ceiving services at the Red Cross
Service Delivery Center at Morgan
Central Elementary School just out-
side town.
“If  it wasn’t for the American Red

Cross, we’d still be trying to fend for
ourselves.”
Craft and his family stayed at a Red

Cross-provided shelter until they
could find a place to rent. The house
they previously lived in and most of
their belongings were destroyed in
the storm. Craft is facing his prob-
lems with a positive attitude, though,
thankful his family is safe. 
“It just seemed like certain events

happened that led up to saving our
lives,” Craft said.
He had just finished turning the

basement of the rental house into liv-
ing quarters for his daughter, even
though he had fussed about it and
didn’t want to do it. A tall, oak hutch
was part of the furniture in the room.
And karate instructor Timothy
Wright, a friend of  Craft’s son, had
lost his place to live and was staying
with the family temporarily.
“My ex-wife, who is on kidney dial-

Comments about
school will be
taken at meetings

Resident:
Red Cross
a godsend

Sessions set
Public meetings to
hear opinions about
a school to serve all
of Carter County
will be from 6 to 8
p.m. Tuesday at
West Carter Middle
School and the
same time March
27 at East Carter
Middle School.

Wildcat fans confident

Ringo Street house’s occupants
alerted by Good Samaritan

This house on Ringo Street was damaged by fire after
a lightning strike early Thursday.

Even Yale student not
immune to Big Blue fever
at game-watching party
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Wildcat fans from Raceland and Ashland gathered at RJ Kahuna’s in
the Kyova Mall for Thursday’s televised Kentucky-Western Kentucky
NCAA matchup. From back right are Bobby Braden, Anne Braden,
Abbey Braden, Mary Fletcher, Rob Pendleton and Steve McGuire.

“I think they’ll (Kentucky) probably get the
championship ... finally.”

UK fan Mary Fletcher
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