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Editorial

In view of the Civil Rights march on Washing-
ton It might be well to take a look at whete
Letcher County stands in the matter of extending
freedoms to its Negro brothers.

The fact is that much progress is being made
frctn day to day in the field of race relations,
although surprisingly we lag far behind the rest
of Kentucky in one important aspect.

An incident of this past Monday illustrates just
how far Letcher County has gone in the field of
integration. A very large truck, driven by two
neatly uniformed Negroes, parked in downtown
Vhitesburg, and the driver and his assistant went
up the street to the Coffey House. They entered,
they were seated prominently in a dining room
otherwise packed to overflowing with white cus-
tomers. They ordered a chicken dinner, they
r.i.c, they paid their bill, left the restaurant,
went back to their truck and continued their
trip. There was no trouble. The truckers were
treated with courtesy aua respect, and in turn
reinonded with a display of politeness. The
truck, incidentally, was from North Carolina.

The incident happened, at the height of the
noon hour and the restaurant was filled with a
good, cross-secti- on of Whitesburg residents. Not
a Jiupic one walked out, nor were there any pro-
tests.

The quiet event was an important milestone,
for it marked the integration of one of the oldest
and best known and most important public eat-
ing places in all of Eastern Kentucky. The res-
taurant owners, Mr. and Mrs. Fred Coffey and
Mr. and Mrs, Cossie Quillen,. are to be congrat-
ulated. Their calm good sense of fair play ac-
complished integration in an important segment
of life in the mountains of Kentucky, and the
cfommunity did not have to pay the terrible price
of sit-do- strikes, marches, firehoses, dogs
and other violence that has accompanied similar
integration developments elsewhere. .

Carita's Cafe, in Jenkins, met a similar inte-
gration effort a few weeks ago when a large
group of Jenkins Negroes entered, ordered food
and were served, without incident. Like the
Coffey House, Carita's Cafe is one of the better
and more important in Eastern Kentucky and its
operator deserves recognition for the good sense
she has displayed.

Letcher County has had integrated hospital fa-

cilities ever since the opening of Whitesburg
.Memorial Hospital seven years ago. The hos-

pital .cafeteria has been integrated, the hospital
staff is integrated, and more importantly, pa-

tient care is integrated. The hospital has not
restricted its job openings for Negroes to only
the lowest-payi-ng positions but regularly has
employed Negroes as nurses and in other skilled

Current comment

THE CITIZEN'S OBLIGATION TO PRACTICE CITIZENSHIP

Vhcn Eleanor Roosevelt died last year, the U-u-

States and the entire world suffered a great

Regardless whether you agreed with all her po-
litical beliefs, there can be no denying that she
was a great lady, a great humanitarian, one of
the last of a type which is vanishing all too fast.
Mrs. Roosevelt went t doing good because it
was the thing to do. She needed neither money
nor glory she simply helped her fellow man'to
the best of her ability because she had been
brought up in the behef that those who can are
obligated to do for those who can't.

Before her death, she had been working on a
new book which expressed her beliefs on many
subjects, all of them of national interest. Ex-

cerpts from the book, which will be published
in September by Harper and Row, are printed
in the September issue of the Ladies' Home
Journal. We recommend that you read for
yourself the valuable thoughts it contains, and
present as a sample Mrs. Roosevelt's comments
on Americans and participation in politics:

"As individuals we can influence our govern-
ment at every level; but we must accept this
responsibility: We must know what we think,
and we must speak out, even at the risk of un-

popularity.
I strtss this point because of the growing ten-

dency among Americans today, men and wom-
en, college Boys and girls, to evade personal
responsibility, to hesitate at expressing an

to take comfort in being part of the
nerd.

"We have to take a new look at ourselves, at
what our kind of government requires of us, and
then prepare to take a stand. In the long run
there is no more exhilarating experience than
to determine one's position, state it bravely and
then act boldly. Today we need to be our own
PVwick Henrys, calling for action.

"We are the government. The basic power
still lies in the hands of the citizens, but we must
uss it. That means that in every small unit of
rovemmenr, each citizen must do tne best witn
lis citizenship that he cm. This is not just a
question of voting on primary day or election
t'ay but of making up your mind what party you
think Hsst represents your own beliefs, then set-tJi- ji,

out to help its representatives, and using
tlicm at evsrv level of government to carry out

and well paying positions. If there has ever
been any deliberate slighting of the Negro by
the institution, we have never heard oiit.

Letcher County for many, many years has pro-
vided jobs for Negroes in coal mines under the
same wages and working conditions extended to
white miners. In our coal camps we have pro-
vided equal housing for the Negro miners, with
Negroes and whites frequently living next door
to each other and even on occasion in the same
duplex apartment building. And there never has
been much more than a minimum of friction
between the two races in the mining towns, us-ua- lly

no more than the kind of disputes that even
the best of neighbors sometimes have.

In the field of communication, The Mountain
Eagle follows a policy of equal treatment. We
avoid use of the word "Negro" except where it
is important to the story and do not use the word
in reporting such things as indictments, trials,
social notes, etc We also devote equal space
to such things as engagements and wedding an-
nouncements and pictures and make no distinc-
tion between the two races.

Letcher County is lagging in one important as-

pect of integration. No Negroes have yet been
integrated into the Letcher County and Jenkins
public school systems. Letcher County contin-
ues to operate a small segregated one-roo- m

school for Negro grade school pupils at Fleming,
while Jenkins continues with a fully segregated
system. County Superintendent of Schools San-- "
ford Adams said the county has no policy of se-

gregation but has attempted to follow the wishes
of the Negro community which seemingly prefers
segregated schools. There has been no request
for integration from members of the Negro com-
munity, Adams said.

Neither, the state nor local government in the
county has hired any Negroes, so far as we know,
despite an order from Governor Combs directing
equal opportunities.

All in all, Letcher County residents need feel
no particular sense of shame on the subject of
integration. We quietly have made great pro-
gress over the years greater, in fact, than in
almost any other section of the country, par-
ticularly in the fields of housing, employment
and medical facilities.

And if the Negro head of the household in
Letcher County today finds it difficult to obtain
employment, if he finds it hard to feed and
clothe and educate his children, he simply is
sharing a problem with many, many thousands
of white households throughout the area. All of
us in Eastern Kentucky share the common prob-

lem of survival in an age which has left us be-

hind, Negro and white alike.

ON

the ideas you think are sound.
"If you believe in the people who are running

for office, work in the campaign. It does not
make any difference whether you lick stamps or
make speeches as long as you do what you can
to make your citizenship effective. Reach out
and try to influence as many people as possible
to join with you in this most important and ac-
tive type of citizenship.

"Very often I am asked what the averagehouse-wif- e
can do to make a contribution to her coun-

try and to the peace race. I sometimes wonder
if women have any real conception of the extent
of the power and the influence they can wield
not only In their communities, but, little by lit-
tle, over the whole country.

"The average housewife can be a real force in
her community. She can join the organizations
that represent her ideas, and those that are work-
ing for peace. She can follow the activities of
the representatives of her political party and
make sure they are people who are working to
prevent war. This is our, country, our govern-
ment. These are our representatives. These
are our laws.
"Wherever we turn we find that indifference has

permitted our weaknesses to exist. Our pockets
of poverty did not grow up overnight; they grew
because it was nobody's business to wipe them
out. Automation, which could be a blessing,
looms as a nev threat because it is nobody's
business to do the kind of planning that would
allow us to profit by new methods. . . "

How much better off would Eastern Kentucky
be today if more of her thinking people had put
into practice beliefs such as these?

Wise words
"Nothing that is worth doing can.be achieved

in a lifetime: therefore we must be saved by
hope. Nothing which is true or beautiful or
good makes complete sense in any immediate
context of history; therefore we must be saved
hy faith. Nothing we do, however virtuous.
can ever accompiisned alone. Therefore
we are saved by love. '

Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr

U?Hit 1

About THE book

To the editor:
Here are my thoughts on Harry

Caudill's new book.
I found the book interesting and

readable. It shows the result of
considerable effort, thought and
research. Beginning on Page 371
and carrying on to the end of the
book can be found a clear and
concise statement of the road

for those of us who intend
to stay here in the mountains and
tackle these problems. I feel
greater emphasis should be placed
on an effort to train and tle

in other regions much of Eastern
Kentucky's younger population.
Other than that I agree with his
program.

Harry Caudill is by training a
lawyer and by inclination a stu-
dent of human nature. Iam by
training an engineer and more
inclined to scientific analysis.
His cynical outlook on the world
I reject. I do not believe that
everyone in Eastern Kentucky past
and present are as vile and self-seeki- ng

as he does. I believe far
more of the world's (and Eastern
Kentucky's) troubles nave come
through well intentioned mistakes
than through selfish and evil men.

It was an economic mistake to
open Eastern Kentucky's coal
fields before the first World War.
The coal was too thin and too
distant from the then existing
markets. Several years ago John
L. Lewis, George Love (president
of the largest coal company),
and J. D. A. Morrow (President
of the largest coal equipment
company, Joy) testified before
the U. S. Congress that the coal
of Eastern Kentucky should have
been left undeveloped as there
was as yet no economic need for
it. In passing I might add that
Mr. Love later disposed of his
company's Jiol dings in Eastern
Kentucky. Consolidation Coal
Company spent more money in
Eastern Kentucky than it ever
recovered from the coal it mined
here. Mr. Lewis' union now
seems to be leaving for the very
same reason. There is no doubt
that the U, M. W. of A. has
spent far more in Eastern Ken-
tucky than it ever received In
dues and welfare here. Despite
what Mr. Caudill says, the same
is true of most other people who
have operated in 'Eastern Ken-
tucky.

Much of Eastern Kentucky's
present problems originated in a
research laboratory. In the ear-
ly 1940's a method of producing
large diameter seamless steel
pipe was found. For years vast
amounts of natural gas had lain
idle because there was no way to

it to market. This technical
reakthrough supplied the way

and removed a 100-miIli- on ton
coal market. Eastern Kentucky
was particularly hurt because its
high production costs had led it
to depend heavily on this market
where the price was similarly
high. Less than five years later
out of the labs came a process to
cast high strength steel. This
meant that heavy diesel engines
could now be made small and
light enough to fit a railroad lo-

comotive. This displaced another
100 million ton coal market. It
is often said that John L. Lewis is
the "greatest salesman the oil
and gas companies ever had. "

His effects were as nothing com- -

Sared to
above.

the two developments

The third development was the
development of Tungsten Car-

bide. The carbide bit fathered
the continuous miner. The Lee
Norse Continuous Miner com-

pared to hand loading at South
East cut employment from 600

to 200 while production rose from
1800 to 3500 tons per day.

The constant growth of the
States electric power in-

dustry has largely made up the
loss in coal markets, but tech-
nology continues to replace men
with machines. This is the cen-

tral problem in Eastern Kentucky
and soon will be the central
problem of the United States. For
a few years an improvement in
education and training will help

thisprbblern.. Eventually auto-
mation will be'so complex that a
large portion of the' population
wmjiot have the I. to master
the work regardless of how much
education and training they re-

ceive. This will require a new
social adjustment, some of the
groblems of which we can see

now in what Mr. Cau-
dill describes as "Waste and Wel-
fare. "

HARRY LAV1ERS JR.
Irvine, Kentucky

Welfare work

To the editor:

I was very much impressed by
your comments in your editorial
on "Political Climate Hurts Wel-
fare Work. " I agree with you
100 per cent. As a former reci-
pient of state welfare, for which
I am not ashamed, on the con-

trary I am and will always be
grateful for the encouragement
and friendly I re-

ceived from this county and the
former county where I lived.

From this office I received the
help which enabled me to keep
my four youngsters together and
in school until the smallest one
was old enough to leave behind.
Then I began to seek employ-
ment to be ng, and
this I have been able to do. I
immediately notified my field
worker that I was employed and
could, manage without State Aid.

My reason for telling my own
story Is that I would like to see
more people do the same thing
toward helping take care of their
own. For this reason also, their
cases should be made public. If
their circumstances qualify them
for aid, then they need not be
ashamed to let the public know;
if not, then let them go to work !

I, for one, could give employ-
ment to several people but so far
have not had even one response
to my plea for men and women
to be trained for jobs.

Sincerely,
NORA HONEYCUTT
Whitesburg

Thanks for road

To the editor:

The people of Perkins Branch
wish to thank Judge James M.
Caudill and Cleamond Scott,
head of the Letcher County high-
way department, for the work
they have done for our road. Our
roads were almost Impassable,
but now they are in fine shape.
We really appreciate the effort
our last two judges have made
to Improve lower Letcher Coun-
ty, because we were never able
to get anyone else to do this. .

Thank you, from the families
of:

Carl Back
George Bryant
Carl Adams
Elmer Caudill
Green Back
Monroe Adams
Dana Chaltas
Aaron Whitaker
Isom Hampton
Dennis Blair
Granvil Blair
Charlie Blair
Darrell Hampton

THE MOUNTAIN EAGLE is pub-
lished every Thursday at 120 W
Main Street, Whitesburg, Ky.
Thomas E, Gish Is the editor and
publisher. Second-cla- n postage
paid at Whitesburg, Kentucky.
Subscription rates, $3 a year In-

side Letcher County, $5 outside.
Single copy, 10, cents.

This is No. 16 of Volume 56,
marking The Mountain Eagle's
56th year of service to Letcher
County.


