
Cobbins is one of the
team’s more athletic play-
ers, and both he and
Collins could be used in
the return game.

“One thing we have got
to find out is if he has the
knowledge level that will
allow him to play out there
(at receiver),”  Phillips said
of Cobbins. “A lot of times
people think it is easy for a
quarterback to go out
there. He and Cunningham
are two big bodies and
we’ve got to find out if they
can help us and that’s what
the spring is all about.”

Phillips would not rule
out incoming freshman
Patrick Towles of High-
lands having a chance to
play quarterback.

“That is a lot of pressure
to put on a kid. Can Patrick
handle it? Yes, I think he
can,” Phillips said. “He has
been groomed for it. He
comes from an athletic
family, athletic back-
ground. That’s still a lot of
pressure. We hope he can
contribute. We will put
packages together that can
help him and put them to-
gether as early as possibly
can. The key at that posi-
tion is to play fast. The key
for Patrick is to find out
how fast things happen.”

The UK coach expects
Towles to be at spring prac-
tice, especially for Saturday
workouts.

“One thing I have always
done as a coordinator is
spit out plays to quarter-
backs so he can give it back
to me. A lot of verbiage is
the hardest thing a kid has
to learn,” Phillips said. 

Phillips said sophomore
tackle Darrian Miller now

weighs 306 pounds and
redshirt freshman guard
Zach West, both from Lex-
ington, is up to 305. Senior
guard Larry Warford has
dropped 16 pounds and “is
moving well” and will work
at center at Wednesday
practices when senior Matt
Smith is unavailable be-
cause he’ll be doing his
student teaching.  Junior
Kevin Mitchell is up to 300
pounds and No. 1 at right
tackle with backup Shaq
Love, a redshirt freshman,
at 301 pounds.

Kentucky lost leading
tacklers Danny Trevathan,
Winston Guy and Ronnie
Sneed to graduation. The
top returning linebacker,
Ridge Wilson, was booted
off the team. That leaves
junior Avery Williamson
(49 tackles) and sopho-
more Alvin Dupree (21
tackles in 2011) as UK’s
most experienced line-
backers. 

“Dupree is now at 255
(pounds). That’s what out-
side backers are supposed
to look like. He has gained
about 20 pounds and is
running well,” Phillips said. 

Phillips says Dupree has
the “size, speed and knowl-
edge” to line up at different
positions as he did as a
true freshman last season.

“He has done a lot al-

ready and it’s still his fresh-
man year. He has a chance
to be a really good player
for us,” the UK coach said.

Phillips said Williamson
had a “solid year” in a
backup role in 2011 and
was rotating with Sneed by
the time the season ended.

“He is 242 right now and
one of the better leaders on
the team,” Phillips said. 

Sophomore Miles Simp-
son, who had five tackles
last year after being moved
from running back, will in-
herit the hybrid linebacker
spot Guy played last year.
Phillips also said junior
college transfer Kory
Brown “has a look in his

eyes and is a guy who takes
care of business on and off
the field.” Sophomore Mal-
colm McDuffen, who
played mainly special
teams last year, is up to 228
pounds.

Phillips said losing Tre-
vathan, UK’s top tackler, is
something the team must
overcome and that every
player is “replaceable.”

The coach also said dis-
missing Wilson, who was
involved in a drug arrest,
was something he had to
do and that he had not
talked to the player since
the incident.

“We hold our kids ac-
countable. We do a really
good job holding our kids
accountable. We know kids
do not always make the
right decisions,” Phillips
said. When they don’t, we
have to take action. We
have done that. We have
not had to do that a lot
here, but when you do not
make a good decision, we
do a good job holding you
accountable for your ac-
tions.”
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AUTO VS. DEER?

see,” she said. 
“Someone asked me

what do I love about them.
Simply put, I love them be-
cause they are good. I just
love them because they are
good. ey are great.”

Judd literally broke out
smiling and laughing as
she talked that way about
the Wildcats.

“I have been able to keep
up all year. With Scotland
(where her husband is
from) it is a little bit harder
with the time differences,
but I do my best. With the
launch of ‘Missing’ it got a
little hairy ursday night
for our opening game, but
where there is a will, there
is a way. Just like this team
has a will to win, I have a
will to catch the game.”

She has a hunger to see
Kentucky win the title, es-
pecially now that UK has
advanced to the regional
semifinal.

“My only concern actu-
ally was this game. I

thought that either UConn
or Iowa State would be a
load for us, and we han-
dled it extremely well,” she
said. “I like that Iowa State
made it a game because we
are going to face incredible
talent and kids playing out
of their minds. It’s the
month of March. It didn’t
bother me that they tied it
up at 42-42 for example,
because I have a lot of con-
fidence in this team to take
care of business.

“I think we are probably
going to win the champi-
onship. I was reminiscing.
I have not been to a cham-
pionship game — none of
us (UK fans) have — since
1998. But that was such a
wonderful run and some-
times we overlook that we
were an overtime away
from a three-peat with the
1997 game and one Derek
Anderson (who hurt his
knee late in the season and
couldn’t play). So I cer-
tainly have my plans to be
in New Orleans and I am
looking forward to it.”

Count her as a huge
John Calipari fan, too.

“What a trip. We really
do have the right coach.
Personality and a presence
and a passion for the game
as big as our legendary
program. I think he is a
wonderful coach for us
even though he is prone to
telling stories,” she said.

Telling stories? Surely
not Calipari.

“He is telling stories
about me at this point. CBS
(TV) asked me to go court-
side to do an interview
with Lesley Visser talking a
little bit about the game
and then she trots out that
he is telling people I get
him behind closed doors
in his office and tell him
how to coach,” Judd
laughed and said. “He is
giving me a bad reputa-
tion.”

Maybe, but she is such
as astute basketball fan
that she could discuss the
dribble-drive, defensive
principles or just about
anything else with Cali-

pari.
“I also think I am a sur-

rogate for all Kentucky fans.
We are all arm-chair
coaches. Just like when
people say I am the No. 1
fan. Of course, I am not. We
are all No. 1 fans. It is every-
body’s Cats, not my Cats.
Every Kentucky fan loves
his or her Cats,” Judd said. 

Don’t look for Calipari
to make a guest appear-
ance on “Missing” either.

“I don’t know what we
could possibly do with
him. Our second season, if
there is going to be a sec-
ond season, we are talking
about shooting in Africa. I
would much rather he
would be in North America
recruiting,” Judd said. “All
10 episodes of ‘Missing’
were filmed in Europe, and
each episode takes place in
a different, special Euro-
pean location. Our finale
was in Istanbul. It was so
much fun. But I think we
need him over here re-
cruiting and doing what he
does best for our Cats.”

free inside the lane numer-
ous times when the Cy-
clones left him.
Kidd-Gilchrist has not
scored in double figures the
last three games and has
made just one 3-point shot
in his last 18 games, but
Calipari said after Satur-
day’s game he was not wor-
ried about Kidd-Gilchrist’s
offense or overall play.

“I think what we are is a
good defensive team, we
are an athletic team, we’re
a driving team. If we make
3’s we are a really strong
team. Again, Iowa State
played a heck of a basket-
ball game. They missed 3’s
but we were up on them,
they didn’t get many open
looks and when they got
open looks they made
them,” Calipari said. “We
acted like they (UK’s play-

ers) should have beat Iowa
State. Well let me just tell
you, Kansas didn’t beat
Iowa State, you’re talking
about a terrific basketball
team but we played well. 

“We did what we’re sup-
posed to do and that’s
what you have to do each
game here. It’s about how
do we play our best, let’s
not get too fancy, let’s not
get too crazy.  This isn’t the
time to trick them. When
you try to trick people at
the end of the season, you
trick yourself. We have es-
tablished who we are, they
have established who they
are. We have a good idea of
how they will play us.
(Crean) knows how we will
play them. Throw it up and
let’s see what happens.”

After his team played
five games in eight days,
Calipari gave the Wildcats
Sunday off and then UK

had what he called an
“okay” practice Monday
after he returned from a
recruiting trip to see Ner-
lens Noel, the nation’s top-
ranked senior. 

“Today we have to zero
in on a few things and get
ready for a tough ball
game,” Calipari said before
Tuesday’s practice. “It’s
funny how now everybody
is trying to give Tom
(Crean) billboard action,
‘they’re going to kill them.’
Come on now. That was
like a season ago, literally
four months ago. That was
so long ago I had to watch
the tape to remember any-
thing. 

“But they played well.
The one thing about it is
we are better but so are
they. Both teams are better
now than they were then.
They execute better, they
have a better plan for what

their strengths are, and
how they are playing is to
cause mismatches and try-
ing to get (Cody) Zeller the
ball. Their guys that are
drivers are driving and
doing a great job and then
defensively they are way
better than they were, they
are more physical.”

One change for the
Hoosiers is that guard
Verdell Jones is no longer
playing due to a knee injury.

“Well (Jordan) Hulls is
their point guard. He is an-
other handler for them.
They just shorten their ro-
tation,” Calipari said. “This
time of the year you can
get by with playing five
guys if they stay out of foul
trouble. You are getting
two and a half minute
timeouts, 60 minutes half-
time. It’s like, ‘what in the
world, let’s play the
games.’”

By DUSTIN DOPIRAK 

ddopirak@heraldt.com

Second only to the
ESPN commercial that
shows it every day on sev-
eral different devices, In-
diana coach Tom Crean
and Kentucky coach John
Calipari are as responsi-
ble as anyone for making
sure that the Hoosiers’
epic 73-72 victory over
the Wildcats on Dec. 10
stays in the minds’ eye.

The two coaches are
long-time friends — de-
spite the fact that the fan-
bases strongly dislike
each other and the op-
posing coach by exten-
sion — they’ve used
various forms of media to
throw jabs about the
game.

Crean heard that Ken-
tucky guard Doron Lamb
called IU forward Chris-
tian Watford’s buzzer-
beating 3-pointer a
“lucky shot” and re-
sponded on his radio
show.

“You lost the game,
and we won it,” he said.
“There were times inside
of the game at the seven-
minute mark when I felt
we should be up by more.
It was a very good game,
and it was a great shot.”

Calipari thanked ESPN
for the commercial, be-
cause it keeps his players
motivated. Crean re-
sponded on his Twitter
account, pointing out
how great it has to be for
the school’s marketing
department and the uni-
versity as a whole. He
said Saturday after Indi-
ana’s win over Virginia
Commonwealth that the
best part about the com-
mercial is, “It goes in
every time.”

But if you were hoping
to see the two throwing
barbs at each other this
week with the rematch
upcoming, you’ll be dis-
appointed. Both Crean
and Calipari indicated
Tuesday they will not
continue any playful pub-
lic tweaking this week as
No. 1 seed Kentucky and
No. 4 seed Indiana pre-
pare for Friday’s 9:45 p.m.
South Regional semifinal
at the Georgia Dome in
Atlanta.

Except for maybe once.
“I don’t plan on doing

much of that this week,”
Crean said. “Sometimes
that’s just to be combat-
ive back. I’m not into all
that competition and
one-upmanship and stuff
like that. That’s not really
what our friendship’s
based on, but if people
have fun with it, that’s
OK, too. See I don’t have
8 million followers on
Twitter like he has — or
allegedly has. See, I
tweaked him. I don’t
want to try to keep up
with him.”

Calipari was playing it
even more close to the
vest in his Tuesday press
conference. He down-
played any revenge angle
and scoffed when told
that freshman guard
Michael Kidd-Gilchrist
had told a reporter, “We
want to get them back.”

“He’s the youngest
freshman in the country,”
Calipari said. “They say
stupid things.”

Instead on Tuesday,
Calipari and Crean
mostly gushed about
each other and each
other’s teams. The two
have been friends since
2001. Crean was in his
third year at Marquette
when Calipari returned
to college basketball after
a stint in the NBA and
took the head coaching
job at Memphis. Both
teams were in Confer-
ence USA then, and they

met often.
“I’ve got a lot of respect

for him,” Crean said.
“Even if I didn’t know
him very well, I would
put him up with anybody
as far as a basketball
coach. I remember when
we were in Conference
USA together when he
had come to Memphis. I
learned more watching
his game tapes even
when we weren’t in com-
petition that helped me
in the sense of spacing,
misdirection, defensive
things, trapping, things of
that nature. ... I learn as
much from watching him
coach as much as any-
body out there.”

Calipari was equally
gracious,

“If it’s me going down,
I’ll be ecstatic for him,”
Calipari said. “He’s a ter-
rific coach who has done
a great job. Look where
he’s got his team. The
games I’ve watched them
play, they’ve played well.”

Calipari joked after the
Wildcats’ win over Iowa
State on Saturday night
that Crean would know
every single one of his
plays, but tried to mess
with him by saying he’d
just installed some new
in-bounds plays. He ad-
mitted that, for whatever
his players said about a
lucky shot, the Hoosiers
“beat us every way,” in
the first game and will be
harder to deal with the
second time around.

“They execute better,
they have a better plan
for what their strengths
are, how they’re playing
to cause mismatches in
trying to get Zeller the
ball,” Calipari said. “Their
guys that are drivers are
driving and doing a great
job. And then defen-
sively, they’re way better
than they were. They’re
more physical. They’re
better.”

Crean said similar
things about Calipari’s
group, not surprising
considering the Wildcats
have lost just once since
the Hoosiers beat them
on Dec. 10. The Wildcats
(34-2) are certainly
loaded with talent with
three freshmen who were
ranked among the top
five recruits in the coun-
try by Rivals.com in the
Class of 2011, plus Ter-
rence Jones and Doron
Lamb, who were top 21
recruits in 2010. That’s of
course, typical of Cali-
pari-coached teams at
Kentucky, as he’s put to-
gether loaded recruiting
classes each of the past
three seasons, but fallen
short of a national title in
his previous two years
with the Wildcats.

However, Crean said
this may be one of Cali-
pari’s best coaching jobs
because of his ability to
get his stars to share the
ball. They have 483 assists
on 990 field goals this year.

“John is such a good
coach for a lot of different
reasons,” Crean said. “But
maybe this year more
than ever, that team re-
ally, really shares the bas-
ketball. When you look at
the talent on that team,
and when you look at the
upside of that team and
where some of those play-
ers are just really scratch-
ing the surface of where
they’re gonna be in bas-
ketball in their careers,
and he’s got them moving
the ball like that. That’s
really, really strong. I
imagine that’s hard to do.”

Those sort of quotes
won’t stoke the fires of
the fanbases or make for
good sound bites or
headline fodder. But the
respect denoted is gen-
uine.

Crean, Calipari
share mutual

respect

JUDD, from B1

CATS, from B1

QUESTIONS, from B1

“Offensively, we have got to find out
first of all who the playmakers are at

the wide receiver position and get more
consistency at the quarterback 

position.” 

Kentucky Phillips Joker Phillips


