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1. Three spades. There is 
considerable ambiguity at-
tached to partner’s second bid. 
He is obviously willing to play 
the hand under game, since 
two spades is not forcing, but 
at the same time, his values 
might range from very poor to 
moderately good. Thus, part-
ner could have:

which would offer a very good 
chance for game opposite 
your hand, or he could have 
exactly the same hand with no 

high cards in diamonds, which 
would offer a very poor chance 
for game.

It would be unwise to make 
a final judgment at this point — 
either by passing or by leaping 
straightaway to four spades 
— without knowing the actual 
strength of partner’s hand. As 
he is in a position to judge his 
values far better than you, rais-
ing him to three spades places 
the final decision exactly 
where it belongs.

2. Pass. The outlook here is 
not nearly as promising as in 
the previous case, and the best 
thing to do is to pass. Part-
ner’s bidding indicates that 
he wants to play the hand at a 
partscore in spades, and there 
is no reason for you to assume 
that hearts or diamonds would 
be better as trumps. In misfit 
hands, the bidding should be 
terminated as quickly as pos-
sible.

3. Four spades. Once 

partner rebids spades, game 
is extremely likely, and you 
should not risk his passing by 
now bidding only three spades. 
High-card point count should 
not overly influence how you 
gauge your prospects. The 
question is really more a mat-
ter of whether partner will 
lose four tricks with spades as 
trumps, and though this is pos-
sible, it is highly improbable.

4. Three notrump. The same 
sentiments apply here also. 
A rebid of only two notrump 
would be invitational, not forc-
ing, and a sound game con-
tract might easily be missed 
if partner elected to pass. Of 
course, he might not accept 
three notrump as the final 
resting place and might retreat 
to four spades, but that is far 
from an alarming prospect. 
If he does, your 18 high-card 
points and J-6 of spades will 
surely serve him well.

Tomorrow: A fatal discard.
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ACROSS
1 Fills parts
6 Deep pink
11 Overture
12 Resort isle
13 Parting word
14 Drew in books
15 Going rate?
17 Fling
18 Headed out
20 Beef cut
22 Good times
23 Brunch cocktails
26 Honking birds
28 Sluggish
29 Dispatched
31 Maiden name label
32 Pulls
33 Sports figure
34 “Pinocchio” fish
36 Massage target
38 Puts up
40 Jitterbug’s cousin
43 Game leader
44 Promptly
45 Baseball’s Pee Wee
46 Title documents
DOWN
1 Espionage org.
2 Plus
3 Twenty years, say
4 Pick up the tab
5 Tart
6 Fire
7 Words from a speaker
8 Grammatical no-no
9 Basics
10 Puts down
16 Yale rooter
18 Galoots
19 Foil’s kin

21 Forget
23 Cat call
24 Vicinity
25 Proofing mark
27 Patsies
30 Olympics chant
33 Polish
34 “Believe” singer
35 Ineffectual
37 Lummox
39 Spot
41 Flop
42 Toady’s reply

YESTERDAY’S ANSWER

ARIES (March 21 to April 19)
From here on, your interest in improving your 

health definitely will deepen. You’ve decided 
that you want to pull your act together and feel 
more healthy as well. (Impressive.)

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20)
Don’t be surprised if you become more 

actively involved in seeking out fun and plea-
sure, especially in the company of others. This 
applies to all social occasions, including playful 
times with children.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20)
You’re ready to roll up your sleeves and 

tackle renovating projects or big improvements 
at home. This requires your patience with family 
members! (But you can do this.)

CANCER (June 21 to July 22)
You’ve become increasingly direct in all your 

communication with others. Have you noticed? 
(Because they have!) This will serve you well if 
you’re in sales, marketing, teaching or acting.

LEO (July 23 to Aug. 22)
You are really spending your money now, and 

you can’t seem to stop! Fortunately, you also 
have increasing energy to work hard to earn 
money. (Whew.)

VIRGO (Aug. 23 to Sept. 22)
Today Mars, which has been in your sign for 

so long, once again moves forward. That’s why 
you feel like you, too, must move forward in all 
your projects. “Pull once more, my lads!”

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22)
Behind-the-scenes research will start to 

reveal what you are looking for. It appears that 
your patience is finally paying off.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21)
Competition with a friend might increase 

now. If it’s difficult hanging out with someone, 
why bother? Life is too short.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21)
Once again, your ambition is aroused like 

never before. This time, you intend to achieve 
something because you’re focused and you’ve 

got a plan.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 19)
Travel plans continue to appeal to you even though you’ve 

been traveling a lot lately! Once again, you’ll be making plans to 
go somewhere very soon.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to Feb. 18)
Disputes about inheritances, taxes, debt and shared property 

might resume now. If so, you likely will get your way because 
you’re strong! You have a healthy self-interest right now.

PISCES (Feb. 19 to March 20)
Because difficulties with others have prevailed for this long, 

you’re starting to understand how to deal with these situations. 
You’re learning to live with them and not make a big deal about 
anything. It really is that simple.

YOU BORN TODAY
You’re intellectually aggressive. You have modern ideas, and 

you’re not afraid to express them. You have an excellent mind, 
and you like to explore concepts and philosophical ideas. You 
have your own ideas and aesthetic tastes, and never hesitate to 
explore them. In the year ahead, you should work hard to build 
or construct something important to you, because your rewards 
soon will follow.
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