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The Associated Press

NEWARK, N.J. — They say
you can’t take it with you when
you die, but that’s not necessarily
true for the wealthiest Americans
– like Donald Trump.

He announced last week he is
considering building a 1.5-acre
cemetery next to his high-end
golf course in Bedminster, where
members pay a lifetime fee of as
much as $300,000. If they want

to stay beyond that, they most
likely will pay a membership fee
that includes burial. 

It may be among the pricier
final resting places, but if it gets
state and local approval, it’d be a
bargain compared with some of
the country’s other swank ceme-
teries. 

Putting one’s name on the
most permanent of marquees can
reach several million dollars at
the most exclusive cemeteries – a

far cry from the median $6,560
for a funeral in 2009, the most
recent yearly figure from the
National Funeral Directors Asso-
ciation.

At Mount Auburn Cemetery in
Cambridge, Mass., a National
Historic Landmark renowned for
its landscaping, the choicest piece
of pond-front property costs
upward of half a million dollars,
said Sean O’Regan, vice presi-
dent of cemetery services and
operations. 

“While you’re not purchasing
real estate – you’re purchasing
burial rights – it’s definitely loca-
tion, location, location,” O’Re-
gan said. 

The Woodlawn Cemetery in
the Bronx, which was designated
last year as a National Historic
Landmark, is popular among the
wealthy and famous. Burial
arrangements can range from
$600 for cre-
m a t e d
remains to
$3.5 million
for a historic
private mau-
soleum more
than 100
years old,
Wo o d l a w n
P r e s i d e n t
John Toale
said. 

The Frank
E. Campbell
funeral home
in New York’s
Manhattan is
the go-to
place for
c e l e b r i t y
funerals. In its
115 years of
business, the
home has arranged final rites for
the titans of New York industry,
famous sports figures, politicians
and countless celebrities, Vice
President Dominic Carella said.

“We fulfill any request, from
private jets to horse-drawn car-
riages,” Carella said, adding that
no request surprises him – from
arranging Dixie Land bands to a
funeral procession with the rarest
of collectible Ferraris. “We’ve
had funerals from $20,000 or
$30,000, to a couple hundred
thousand dollars.” 

Wealthy clients who wish to go
quietly know the company’s fee
includes keeping personal details
from the media and providing
undercover security guards to
keep the paparazzi at bay, Carella
said.

For a public funeral, as when
tens of thousands of mourners
attended viewings in Miami and
New York for Latin music legend
Celia Cruz, the company can
organize the crowds, control the
information flow and take care of
special requests from the family. 

And as in life, those accus-
tomed to keeping commoners at
arm’s length can do so in death. 

“I have families that come in to
me and say, ‘I want a family plot,
but I don’t want anyone next to
me,’ so they’ll buy the six plots
around them,” Carella said.

He recently sold 12 grave plots
to a man in East Hampton, N.Y.,
who wished to be buried in the
center of the property and sur-
rounded by landscaping. 

Large family plots and mau-
soleums have gone the way of
many a celebrity marriage. While
wealthy and famous figures of
the past customarily would be
surrounded in death by family
members, a modern-day mogul
may be torn over which relatives
or ex-relatives will share the bur-
ial plot. 

“It’s the changing dynamics of
the family. Going back 20 years,
if someone came in and said they
had five children, they’d buy a
grave for 15,” Carella said. 

Campbell used to build 12 to
15 mausoleums a year but now
erects only one or two.

“People are moving. There are
mixed marriages, interfaith cou-
ples. The number of people
buried together is fewer,” Carella
said. “A lot has to do with the
changing dynamics of what’s
going on in society.”

Kensico Cemetery in Valhalla,
N.Y., is another East Coast “des-
tination” resting place. Carella
recently arranged a funeral there.
He said the plot cost $450,000
and the mausoleum nearly $1
million.

Forest Lawn, which has ceme-
teries in and around Los Angeles,
is one of the most well-known
burial spots for Hollywood
celebrities. Elizabeth Taylor and
Michael Jackson are buried there. 

Spokesman Ben Sussman said
prices start as low as $2,000. He
declined to say how much the
“distinguished properties” retail
for. The spots include a private
garden and sarcophagus or statu-
ary.

But lavish burials or A-list
cemeteries aren’t the only way to
go out with a bang. 

For about $4,000, California-
based Angels Flight will custom-
design 210 fireworks containing
the deceased’s ashes, which can
be fired off in a beach-front dis-
play, set to music. For an extra
$1,000, the company will take a
funeral party out on a yacht for an
ocean fireworks display. And for
those with a large enough piece
of property, Angels Flight can
stage the display in their private
yard. 

With cremation on the rise,
some companies will custom-
design an urn or transform ashes
into a diamond ring, incorporate
them into an oil painting or bury
them in an eco-friendly underwa-
ter reef.

And for stars of the small
screen, like Trump, there’s a
company that makes video tomb-
stones that play a montage of
photographs set to music.
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 And

 Co-Sponsors of
 2012 South Central Kentucky

   To honor the highest ideals and 
 achievements in the field of public 
 service in the United States, the 
 Jefferson Awards were founded in 
 1972.  This prestigious national 
 honor recognizes individuals 
 throughout the country performing 
 great public service, but largely 
 without recognition. The Awards 
 are given by the American Institute 
 for Public Service, which is located 
 in Washington, D.C. and was co-
 founded by Jacqueline Kennedy 
 Onassis and U.S. Senator Robert 
 Taft, Jr.

 The Jefferson Awards are pre -
 sented at both the national and  
 local levels. Newspapers and tele -
 vision stations across the country 
 act as media sponsors and now 
 reach 92 markets with an audience 
 of over 100 million Americans. 
 Locally, television stations and 
 newspapers solicit nominations of 

 people who work hard to better their 
 communities through public service. 
 They are ordinary people who do good 
 things without expectation of recognition 
 or compensation. By honoring the 
 Jefferson Award winners and highlight -
 ing their extraordinary accomplishments 
 each year, it is the intent of the American 
 Institute for Public Service and the Daily 
 News and WBKO to excite people to 
 become involved in community and pub -
 lic service. The Jefferson Award is given 
 in five national categories, but it is only 
 the fifth, “Outstanding Public Service 
 Benefiting Local Communities’’ that the 
 Daily News and WBKO are sponsoring.
 WBKO was the first to become involved 
 in the program in 1990 and fifteen years 
 ago the Daily News joined WBKO as a 
 partner to add additional interest and 
 recognition. Eighty-nine outstanding 
 area citizens have been honored for their 
 accomplishments through the South 
 Central Kentucky Jefferson Awards.

 How to Nominate
 To nominate someone in the local category, fill out a 

 form provided by the Daily News or WBKO detailing 
 why you think someone performing a significant but 
 unrecognized public service should be considered. For 
 example, you could nominate an individual who helps 
 senior citizens, children, the disadvantaged, the men -
 tally retarded or someone who strives to improve edu -
 cation, culture, health care, and the environment. Or it 
 could be someone who promotes public safety and so 
 on. The nominee can be a volunteer or paid employee 
 with no age limit. Elected officials or well known indi -
 viduals are not eligible due to the fact that they already 
 receive significant recognition. Anyone in the South 
 Central Kentucky area is eligible. Nominating letters 
 can be any length up to 300 words.  They can be typed 
 or written in longhand. Send them to: Jefferson
 Awards, WBKO; 2727 Russellville Rd.; Bowling Green, 
 Kentucky 42101 or Daily News, P.O.  Box 90012, 
 Bowling Green, Kentucky 42102. There is no entry fee.

 John Buel Edmonds
 Olivia Warren
 Gwendolyn Downs
 Eutha Clark
 Emma Whitney
 Edith Matthews
 Mary Gatewood Culver
 John Thomas Huffman
 Alice Kummer
 Frank Owen Brockman
 Joyce S. Wilder
 Jessika Judd
 Ruth Morgan
 Amy Klein
 Harold Clark
 Martha Ann Deputy
 Lemuel B. Palmer, III
 Frank A. LaManna, III
 Eloise Hadden
 Leonard Saylor
 M. Helen Turner
 Richard J.  Deye
 Dorothy Belcher
 Annie Link
 Don  Ray
 Lavina Gatewood
 Becky Kieffer Lowe
 Barret Lessenberry
 Jack Frost

 Shirley Boyles
 Mary Helen Kenney
 Jo Ann Verner
 Fay Carrigan
 Mary Alice Black
 Ronald L. Cox
 Jeanne Robertson
 Marguerite Deweese
 Dr. Regis O’Connor
 Lucille Brooks
 Don Smith
 Bob Kirby
 Whit Crawford
 Larry Bratcher
 Regina Newell
 Gene Hunt Vaughn
 Abraham Williams
 John Matheney
 Gene Iglehart
 Julie Faught Wade
 James Britt
 Frank Moxley
 Karen Singleton
 Don  Vitale
 Lee Alcott
 Norma Luke
 Julie Peterson
 Alice Gatewood Waddell
 Dorothy Bailey
 Jonathan Jeffrey

 Romanza Johnson
 Dwight Trabue
 John Wesley Grimes
 Katherine McCutchen
 Evelyn Page
 Karen Rohrer
 Dr. Donald C. Butler
 Jim Johnson
 Clarice Soarborough
 Jean Wucetich
 Dr. Phillip Aaron
 T. Jack Eversole
 Dr. Alton Little
 Dr. Harry Robe
 Ersa Whitlow Austin
 Joan Keown
 James Reed
 Jeffery Reed
 Martha F. Haynes
 Hilda Sarver
 Col. Robert Spiller
 Cora Jane Spiller
 Dr. Mike Collins
 Riley Miller
 Anne Grubbs
 Elaine Slamans
 Lee Ann Austin
 Dylan Beckham
 Iris Moore
 Barbara Strickler

 Previous Winners:

 Prize s
 Four local persons will be selected. Each local winner will receive a bronze medallion from the 

 Franklin Mint which features a replica of the Seal of the United States on the front and a citation 
 for Outstanding Public Service on the reverse.  Each winner will then be eligible for a national 
 Jefferson  Award (a gold medallion or silver), to be awarded in June in the chambers of the 
 United States Supreme Court in Washington, D.C. In addition, one winner  will also be selected 
 to travel, all expenses paid by WBKO and the Daily News, to Washington, D.C. to participate in 
 the national ceremony and to attend a dinner in their honor.

 Deadline for nominations
 is

 February 14, 2012

 Nomination Forms Available at Both Sponsors...
 or online click on our link at  bgdailynews.com

 813 College Street                 781-1700

 Nomination forms available at 
 www.wbko.com

 2727 Russellville Road    781-1313

Trump offers golden graves for silver-spoon set

A stone sphinx is shown at the entrance to the Woolworth mau-
soleum at Woodlawn Cemetery in the Bronx in New York. Burial in
a Woodlawn mausoleum can cost more than $1 million.
Kathy Willens/AP

“While you’re
not purchasing

real estate –
you’re 

purchasing 
burial rights –

it’s definitely 
location, 
location, 

location.”

SEAN O’REGAN
Mount Auburn 

Cemetery


