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Warm temperatures and
little snow have helped
farmers get land in shape
By GEORGE M. WALSH
The Associated Press

MIDDLEBURGH, N.Y. — After
being battered by flooding last year,
farmers across the Northeast and Mid-
west can at least be thankful that a rela-
tively warm and largely snowless winter
has made it easier to get started healing
their rutted and debris-strewn lands.

In the Midwest it was swollen rivers
fed by huge mountain snowpacks and
spring rain, and in the Northeast it was
back-to-back tropical storms Irene and
Lee.

For David and Denise Lloyd of Mid-
dleburgh, N.Y., the weather has helped
as they plowed under hundreds of acres
of feed corn that had been just ready for
cutting. First they had to pick the debris
out of the fields and repair tractors
swamped by 8 to 10 feet of muddy water
from upstate New York’s Schoharie
Creek during tropical storm Irene.

“All our equipment was underwater,”
Denise said.

The couple are still dealing with
changes in the chemical makeup of the
soil that will require costly treatment
before planting.

Beth Kennett, her husband, Bob, and
sons Tom and David operate Vermont’s
Liberty Hill Farm, where some fields
were simply washed away and others
covered in silt, mud, gravel and rocks by
the flooded White River during tropical
storm Irene.

“The mild weather this fall really
helped us with beginning the cleanup,”
Kennett said.  

Tree limbs, old tires, TV sets and
other items had to be pulled out by hand
before plows could be sent into fields.

Frost, frozen ground and snow would
usually have shut the farm down by the
end of October, but work continued until
the turn of the year, Kennett said. The
family was helped by volunteers.

“The last couple of weeks of Decem-
ber we had people working with excava-
tors to move the mud and sand away
from the barns,” said Kennett, noting
that plenty of work remains.

The Kennetts have also been able to
plant winter rye, which prevents erosion
and enriches the soil, on a couple of
fields.

“And it came up because we had such
mild weather,” Kennett said. “It was nice
to see a little green.”

Gene Gantz, a U.S. Department of
Agriculture educational specialist
whose territory covers 12 states from
Maryland to Maine, said some farmers
who cultivate river bottoms along the
Susquehanna and other waterways in
Pennsylvania don’t know if their fields

remain because the land is still under-
water or covered in muck. That has pre-
vented an assessment of lost acreage
and a determination of whether the soil
is contaminated.

In Massachusetts’ fertile Pioneer Val-
ley, 6,300 acres on
a dozen farms
around the conflu-
ence of the Deer-
field and Connecti-
cut rivers were
damaged during the
storms Irene and
Lee, said Scott
Soares, the state’s
agriculture com-
missioner.

On one farm, 30
acres of rich soil, 4 to 10 feet deep, was
“pushed to the other side of the farm,” he
said. 

Some of the fields of sandy loam were
reduced to cobble and stones, and others
were covered in silt the texture of talcum
powder. “It looked like a sand pit,”
Soares said.

Farmers are “accustomed to working
with nature and they were at it the next
day,” he said. “It’s recovering not just a
field, but an heirloom of that family.”

The cost of restoring the fields runs

about $8,000 to $10,000 an acre, Soares
said.

On Jan. 18, the USDA released $63
million to help repair farmland and asso-
ciated property in 23 states and Puerto
Rico damaged by flooding and hurri-

canes last year.
Congress approved
the money in
November as part
of an agricultural
bill delayed by
political wrangling.

That left farmers
waiting for help
from local govern-
ments facing bud-
get difficulties.
Massachusetts and

Connecticut rejiggered grant programs
to give damaged farms priority but did-
n’t allocate new money. Neither did Ver-
mont, where the Agriculture Department
helped distribute money donated to Ver-
mont Community Foundation’s Farm
Disaster Fund.

New York farmers got a quick shot of
emergency assistance from the state
agriculture department, with about $5
million out of an eventual package of
$15 million earmarked for cleanup, con-
servation and repairs, said Darrel

Aubertine, a farmer and New York’s
agriculture commissioner. That money
went to 350 farms in 25 counties and
“really was a hardcore effort to do all
we could.”

The Lloyds got about $72,500.
Richard Ball, who farms nearby, began
recovering with about $65,000 provided
through Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s adminis-
tration.

“We’re OK. It’s been an odd win-
ter,” said Ball, whose vegetable crops
were flattened and who saw damage to
about 200 acres due to Irene and Lee.
“We’ve generally been able to get a lot
done with the weather. We healed our
land.”

Ball said the fields were smoothed,
ruts and divots filled, debris removed
and seeds set.

In the Midwest, many farmers along
the flood-ravaged Missouri River have
been unable to take advantage of the
mild winter because their levees aren’t
fixed. The USDA is making money
available, but if farmers in some areas
fix the flood damage while the levees
are still broken and the land is dam-
aged again, they either have to repair
the land without the USDA’s help or
return the money the agency originally
provided.

Mike Groll/AP
David Lloyd walks last month near feed corn that was destroyed from flooding after Tropical Storm Irene hit his Maple
Downs Farms in Middleburgh, N.Y. David and Denise Lloyd are still dealing with changes in the chemical makeup of the
soil that will require costly treatment before planting.

Mild season aids storm-battered farms

PRECIPITATION (inches)
As of 10 p.m.: 0.30
Total for month: 0.97
Avg. for month: 4.15
Total for year: 4.75
Avg. for year to date: 4.84 

SUNRISE/SUNSET
Sunset today: 5:15 p.m.
Sunrise tomorrow: 6:44 a.m.
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TEMPERATURES
Yesterday’s high: 59  
Yesterday’s low: 50
High/low for year: 67/16
Record high: 75 in 1927
Record low: -20 in 1917 

WEATHER CONDITIONS
Kentucky travel: 511
Tennessee travel: 800-342-3258
Weather radio: 162.400 FM
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ON THE MONEY
THE DOW LAST WEEK

Cooler temperatures will be the case today as a cold front
pushes eastward. Along with the cooler air, an isolated shower
can’t be ruled out, followed by drizzle this afternoon. The high will
be around 50. Monday will bring the region more sunshine and a
high of 52. The dry weather will stick around for a couple of days,
as Tuesday looks to be the most pleasant with sunshine and
highs in the mid-50s. Wednesday will bring a chance of rain,
along with slightly cooler temperatures.

Get the latest weather at 4:56, 5:56 and 10 p.m. on your local link, WNKY.

MORNING UPDATE

Want weather updates on your mobile phone? Visit bgdailynews.com/mobile.html

TODAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY

50 | 33
Mostly cloudy, showers.

52 | 30
Sunny.

54 | 33
Sunny.

48 | 32
Isolated showers.

50 | 31
Mostly sunny.

RIVER & LAKE STAGES
Level  /  Pool

Barren River BG
12.11 ft.   28 ft.

Green River Woodbury
22.80 ft.   33 ft.

Barren River Reservoir
529.24 ft.  525 ft.

Nolin Lake Reservoir
492.18 ft.  490 ft.

STATE HIGHS & LOWS
Fort Campbell: 60/51
Fort Knox: 51/45
Frankfort: 47/41
Lexington: 47/42
London: 53/44
Louisville: 51/43
Owensboro: 55/51
Paducah: 59/53
Highs and lows from 
past 18 hours, as of 7 p.m.

Today is the 36th day of 2012.
There are 330 days left in the year. 

In 1783, Sweden recognized the
independence of the United States.

In 1811, George, the Prince of
Wales, was named Prince Regent
due to the mental illness of his
father, Britain’s King George III.

In 1917, Congress passed, over
President Woodrow Wilson’s veto,
an immigration act severely cur-
tailing the influx of Asians. Mexi-
co’s constitution was adopted.

In 1922, the first edition of
Reader’s Digest was published.

In 1940, Glenn Miller and his
orchestra recorded “Tuxedo Junc-
tion” for RCA Victor’s Bluebird
label.

In 1958, Gamal Abdel Nasser
was formally nominated to
become the first president of the
new United Arab Republic (a
union of Syria and Egypt).

In 1971, Apollo 14 astronauts
Alan Shepard and Edgar Mitchell
stepped onto the surface of the
moon in the first of two lunar
excursions.

In 1989, the Soviet Union
announced that all but a small
rear-guard contingent of its troops
had left Afghanistan. 

Today’s birthdays: Country
singer Claude King is 89. The Rev.
Andrew M. Greeley is 84. Baseball
Hall-of-Famer Hank Aaron is 78.
Football Hall-of-Famer Roger
Staubach is 70. Movie director
Michael Mann is 69. Actress Char-
lotte Rampling is 66. Racing Hall-
of-Famer Darrell Waltrip is 65.
Actress Barbara Hershey is 64.
Actor-comedian Tim Meadows is
51. Actress Jennifer Jason Leigh is
50. Actress Laura Linney is 48.
World Golf Hall-of-Famer Jose
Maria Olazabal is 46. Actor-come-
dian Chris Parnell is 45. Singer
Bobby Brown is 43. Actor Michael
Sheen is 43. Country singer Sara
Evans is 41. Actor-singer Darren
Criss (TV: “Glee”) is 25. 

— The Associated Press

TODAY IN HISTORY

“We’re OK. It’s been an
odd winter. We’ve

generally been able to
get a lot done with the

weather. We healed
our land.”

Richard Ball
New York farmer


