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How you can help victims
of tornadoes that swept through 
Morgan, Lawrence, Johnson and
Martin counties. DETAILS ON A10

By TIM PRESTON
The Independent

ASHLANDAfter sharing cubicle spaces and telephones
for years, Community Hospice volunteers and employees
are finding room to call their own at their new offices at
1480 Carter Ave.
“We have about 65 people who work here daily and

many others who are in and out for different meetings
and things like that,” said Susan Hunt, executive director.
Hunt said the new office space gives employees and vol-

unteers a centralized location with easy access to King’s
Daughters Medical Center and Our Lady of Bellefonte
Hospital, as well as patients in Ohio or in areas such as
Martin and Johnson counties along U.S. 23.
“It was important for us to stay close and be easy to

find,” she said.
Hunt said everyone with a cubicle or office in the new

building has already embraced the space while still learn-
ing their way around.
“We are trying to familiarize ourselves with where

everything is located ... the thermostats and phone jacks
and computer connections,” she said with a chuckle. “We
love it. The staff is thrilled because at Central Avenue,
you wouldn’t know this unless you worked there, but our

By AARON SNYDER
The Independent

LEXINGTON “Big Dan” Prater gracing the stu-
dent section with a painted-up belly. 
Check. 
Greg Wing playing the trumpet “as loud and

obnoxious” as humanly possible. 
Check. 
The Cheering in the Rafters Club perched in

the upper arena behind the basket. 
Check.

Everything was in place.
Just like last March.
Before Rowan County

and North Laurel tipped off
the 2012 Boys Sweet Six-
teen at Rupp Arena on

Wednesday, Adam Wing was cognizant of the fa-
miliar surroundings. He glanced around the
palace of  the Bluegrass, scanning the sights,
gathering the sounds and succeeding at not tak-
ing for granted a once-in-a, well, twice-in-a-life-
time opportunity.
“You can’t help but look around and smile,”

Wing said. “We made it again, and hopefully we
can do some more damage and make a deep
run.”
Last season, the Vikings represented the 16th

Region proudly and valiantly in earning a state
runner-up finish. On Wednesday, they beat
North Laurel, 64-46, to move on to the state quar-
terfinal round where they’ll face Southwestern
at noon Friday.

Those who gave
Clayton, Jr. & Kim Lykins.................................................. $100
Paula Tackett...................................................................... $100
Donald & Mary Hampton..................................................$50
Fred & Helen Smith........................................................... $50
Bethel Lutheran Church.................................................... $200
Walter & Bonnie Tracy.......................................................$50
Carolyn Fraley.....................................................................$50
John & Betty Raybourne...................................................$100
Anonymous.........................................................................$250
Anonymous.........................................................................$250
Denzel L. Ferguson............................................................ $100
Ernest & Carol Bailey.........................................................$100
Anonymous.........................................................................$20
Anonymous.........................................................................$500
George & Linda Sturgill.....................................................$500
TOTAL...................................................................................$2,370
TOTAL TO DATE................................................................... $17,990

By RANDY PATRICK
Associated Press

FRANKFORT A Senate
committee has unani-
mously approved a bill
that calls for a constitu-
tional amendment to al-
low lawmakers to divide
more counties in redis-
tricting. 
SB 18 by Senate Majori-

ty Leader Robert Stivers,
R-Manchester, would ap-
ply to redistricting follow-
ing the 2020 census if  it
passes the legislature and
voters approve it at the
polls. The Senate State
and Local Government
Committee on Wednesday
passed the measure by a 9-
0 vote.
Limits on the number

of  counties permitted to
be divided complicated re-
districting this year. In
February, the Kentucky
Supreme Court ruled leg-
islative candidates would
have to run in their old
districts in November be-
cause newly redrawn dis-
tricts were unconstitu-

tional.
Redistricting occurs

every 10 years to account
for population changes.
Between 2000 and 2010,
Kentucky’s population
grew from 4 million to 4.3
million, requiring new leg-
islative and congressional
district boundaries.
Federal law requires

districts be nearly equal in
population, with a varia-
tion of no more than 5 per-
cent. But legislators say
it’s hard to comply with
that requirement and a

By MIKE JAMES
The Independent

WESTWOOD New win-
dows and a central air con-
ditioning system at
Fairview High School are
expected keep the build-
ing warmer in winter and
cooler in early autumn
and late spring — and
save the district a lot of
money, school officials
said.
The window upgrades

and air conditioning are
estimated at $2.5 million,
Superintendent Bill Mu-
sick said. The district will
issue bonds to borrow the

money.
The improvements,

which the school board
will discuss today, will
make the 52-year-old
school more energy effi-
cient, said Larry Metcalf,
energy manager.
An architect will meet

with the board to discuss
options. The board hasn’t
decided what kind of win-
dows to install, Musick
said. The new windows
will replace single-pane
glass that dates to the
original construction of
the school.

Panel backs
change for
redistricting

Déja Viking

PHOTOS BY TIM PRESTON / THE INDEPENDENT

ABOVE: Landscape workers put the finishing touches on the new Community Hospice administrative office building on
Carter Avenue in Ashland on Wednesday. BELOW: Volunteers Madonna Fisher and Mary Blevins consult on assignments.

settling in: Hospice personnel
embrace the space of new offices

Sights, sounds,
spectators much
the same at State
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Board eyes energy
efficiency with plans
for high school

FAIRVIEW INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS

Lawmakers ponder
equality following
next census in ’20

“We cannot, at
this point in

time, abide by or
conform to

Section 233 (of
the Kentucky

Constitution).”
Senate Majority Leader

Robert Stivers

See PANEL / Page A10

See BOARD / Page A10
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TOP: Rowan County cheerleader Jasmine Wheeler helps lead
a cheer during the squad’s half-time performance at the Boys
Sweet Sixteen in Lexington’s Rupp Arena on Wednesday.

ABOVE: The Rowan County pep band percussion section en-
terains the crowd.


