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Located behind L&N Federal Credit Union in Union Plaza.
1482 West Cumberland Gap Parkway, Corbin, KY 40701

606-523-3005

“Weekly Wisdom”

Hair Goddess

•Great natural
  looking coverage
•Doesn’t crease 
  or smear
•Hypo-allergenic
•Doesn’t block pores
•Good for your skin
•The best sun 
  protection
•Water resistant
•Easy to fi nd the 
  perfect shade
•Complete color 
  selection
•Real value for 
  money - foundation,
  powder, concealer, 
  sun-screen, all in one

       

BEFORE AFTER

ACNE

WHY JANE IREDALE MINERALS?

MONDAY, APRIL 9, 2012 - 7 pm
TAFT THEATRE - CINCINNATI

Tickets at ticketmaster.com or 1-800-745-3000

Call: 800-745-3000 or www.ticketmaster.com

TUESDAY, APRIL 24, 2012 - 7 pm
VICTORY THEATRE - EVANSVILLE

•Stephanie Collins, R.Ph. •Mike Sizemore, R.PH

606-261-7877
1220 Master Street • Corbin, KY

Stephanie’s
Down Home
Pharmacy

CALL

THE MODERN PHARMACY WITH OLD FASHIONED SERVICE

NOW OPEN
Stephanie’s Down Home

Pharmacy

ACCEPTING MOST INSURANCES!
FAMILIAR FACES

IN A NEW PLACE!

HOURS: MON - FRI 8:30 - 6:30; CLOSED SAT & SUN

End of February

CLEARANCE

Maggie J’s
110 South Main Street, Downtown Corbin 

528-1424

60%
off

60% OFF • 60% OFF • 60% OFF

SPORTSWEAR:
Pants, Tops, Skirts, 
Sweaters - S thru 1x

DRESSES: Petite & Missy

DR. SEUSS’ THE LORAX 3D
DR. SEUSS’ THE LORAX 
PROJECT X
ACT OF VALOR
THE VOW
THIS MEANS WAR
TYLER PERRY’S GOOD DEEDS
GONE
JOURNEY 2
JOURNEY 2 3D
GHOST RIDER: SPIRIT OF VENGEANCE 3D
GHOST RIDER: SPIRIT OF VENGEANCE
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CUMBERLAND FALLS HWY, CORBIN

SHOWTIME INFORMATION - 528-1505
SHOWTIMES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE

www.tricountycineplex.com

2:00 SHOWTIMES ARE GOOD FOR FRIDAY THRU SUNDAY ONLY
11:00 PM SHOWTIMES ON FRIDAY & SATURDAY NIGHTS ONLY

FRI. & SAT. ONLYFRI - SUN. ONLY

SCHEDULE FOR FEB. 24TH - MAR. 1ST

From the front page

Central to arguments in the case has been a similar dispute 
between the city of Barbourville and Knox County, which 
went all the way to the Kentucky Supreme Court, and was 
finally settled in 2003. Barbourville passed an occupational tax 
in Oct. 1999, a couple weeks before the Knox County Fiscal 
Court took the same measure. At the time, state law provided 
that counties with a population less that 30,000 did not have 
to allow cities with a similar tax to claim credits. But the law 
did not give any mechanism by which population was to be 
determined.

Through expert testimony, it was ruled Knox County’s popu-
lation exceeded 30,000 at the time the tax was passed. After 
lengthy negotiation, the two sides reached an agreement that 
remains in effect to this day. Barbourville gets 32 percent of 
all taxes collected in Knox County up to $1.8 million, and 25 
percent thereafter until 2012, when it reverts to a straight 25 
percent.

While the City of Corbin stands to gain significant tax rev-
enue if it wins, it is not still technically a litigant in the case 
thanks to the Appeals Court decision. 

The ruling essentially removed the city as a Plaintiff, leav-
ing only local tax-preparer Joe White, who is now a City 
Commissioner, to carry on the fight. Corbin, the justices ruled, 
did not have “standing” in the case because, regardless of 
the outcome, the city can still collect its portion of the tax. 
The court also rejected arguments that the city has standing 
because of its concerns about the economic well being that 
could be put at risk if citizens are double taxed, calling that 
concern “vague and remote.”

The lawsuit has a long and convoluted history.
It was originally filed in 2008.
In June 2009, Special Judge Roderick Messer entered a rul-

ing in favor of the city of Corbin after over three months of 
deliberation on the issue.

In a nutshell, the ruling meant that the Knox County Fiscal 
Court would not receive any money from occupational taxes 

paid from inside the city of Corbin. About 23 percent of 
Corbin’s citizens live in Knox County. 

It stated that upon collection by the City of Corbin of its 
occupational license fee, all Corbin taxpayers who also owe 
an occupational fee to Knox County shall be allowed to credit 
the amount of the occupational license fee paid to the City 
of Corbin against occupational license fee owed to Knox 
County.

The Corbin City Commission voted in 2008 to file a law-
suit against the Knox Fiscal Court over the issue after failed 
attempts to come to an agreement in advance of litigation. 
City leaders feared that any tax imposed on its Knox County 
citizens would “stack” with the Knox Fiscal Court’s tax, essen-
tially setting occupational taxes on that side of Corbin at two 
percent.

The city of Corbin, which passed a one percent occupational 
license tax in Aug. 2005, claimed that its residents should be 
able to take a credit against a similar tax, approved in 1999, for 
all of Knox County. Knox County leaders have disagreed.

The Appeals court ruled that even though a lower court, in 
2003, determined Knox County’s population exceeded 30,000 
in 1999, that the county was not bound by that decision. Since 
state law has changed regarding the distribution of occupa-
tional taxes, as they relate to cities and counties, the issue of 
population must be resolved again.

Corbin city leaders have estimated annual revenue from the 
tax would be about $600,000 to $800,000.

The city of Corbin asked, on prior occasions, for a break-
down of how much tax is collected from the city. Knox offi-
cials said the information doesn’t exist. Corbin leaders sought 
an opinion from Kentucky’s Attorney General on the issue in 
an attempt to force the county to produce the breakdown, but 
was rebuffed.

Neither Knox County Judge-Executive J.M. Hall nor the fis-
cal courts attorney in the case, Douglas McSwain, returned a 
calls seeking comment on the issue Tuesday.

Corbin’s attorney on the case, Todd McMurtrey, said he 
could not comment.

LAWSUIT: Tax revenue at stake 
could be close to $1 million 

From the front page

Monday’s hearing with at least four 
rows of stitches across her face.

Whitley County court records indicate 
that this wasn’t the first case of domestic 
violence that James Privett had been 
involved in.

2010 incident
About 1:30 a.m. on Feb. 17, 2010, 

Williamsburg Police Officer Michael 
Taylor charged James Privett with 
fourth-degree assault/domestic violence 
and possession of drug paraphernalia.

Police received a call about a possible 
domestic at his residence of US25W, 
and found Privett standing outside while 
the victim was next door where she had 
called 911.

The victim gave police permission 
to search the apartment and told police 
where to look for the syringe that Privett 
tried to stab her with, which was in the 
cabinet above the sink, according to the 
arrest citation.

The victim, Erica Privett, who court 
records indicate was still going by the 
last name Collins at the time but was 
married to James Privett, took out a 
domestic violence petition against him 
in connection with the incident.

In the petition, she stated that the two 
had gotten into an argument over money, 
then he went off that he was going to 
“smother me with my child while we 
slept,” according to the petition.

She states in the petition that she went 
to a neighbor’s home to avoid Privett, 
and he went over there and told her to 
come home because he was going to 
“swell my eyes shut.”

Then he came at her with a knife at 
the friend’s home and said he would kill 
himself and her, the victim stated in the 
petition.

Later after she went home with Privett, 
he came at her with a needle full of rub-

bing alcohol and “was going to stab me 
in the neck with it,” the petition alleged.

He then walked to the sink where he 
emptied the syringe and told her, “I’d 
have to go to sleep sometime and it’d be 
it. I got out of the house and called the 
law,” the victim wrote.

She also stated in the petition that 
Privett told her numerous times that he 
would kill her if she left him, and he 
threatened to burn her mother’s house.

“I’m scared for my life,” she wrote.
On March 9, 2010, Prewitt entered 

a domestic violence order of protec-
tion, which was in effect for one year, 
that required James Privett to undergo 
domestic violence perpetrator counsel-
ing and the victim to complete victim’s 
counseling. Prewitt was ordered Privett 
to have no firearms and to stay 1,000 feet 
away from the victim.

On Oct. 4, 2010, the victim filed a 
motion to amend the domestic violence 
order asking to drop the DVO because 
she wanted to continue the relationship. 
She stated in the motion that she had 
completed domestic violence classes.

On Oct. 12, 2010, Prewitt signed an 
amended domestic violence order that 
forbid James Privett from having any 
illegal contact or illegal communications 
with the victim. The order was in effect 
until March 9, 2011.

On Jan. 10, 2011, Prewitt sentenced 
Privett to six months in jail with credit 
for time already served.

2009 assault
On Aug. 23, 2009, Williamsburg Police 

Officer Jim Pool charged James Privett 
with fourth-degree assault/domestic vio-
lence.

About 4:20 p.m., police went to his 
residence and found that Privett was in 
an argument with his wife, who told 
them that he had pushed her causing a 
scratch on her left hip.

Court records didn’t identify the name 

of the wife.
On June 28, 2010, Prewitt sentenced 

him to 12 months in jail.
Privett later filed a motion for shock 

probation.
In the motion, he stated that he would 

live with his mother, and that he would 
look for work.

Under the line about why he needed 
out of jail, Privett stated, “I need to be 
able to make a life for myself, wife and 
children.”

Under the line about what he had 
learned in jail, Privett stated, “respect for 
others, including myself, and I’ve come 
to realize that I can’t blame anyone else 
for my problems and I’m the only one to 
change them.”

Prewitt initially denied the motion for 
shock probation on Oct. 25, 2010, but 
one Jan. 10, 2011 she agreed to shock 
probate the remainder of the sentence, 
according to court records.

2006 assault
On Feb. 15, 2006, James Privett was 

charged with fourth-degree assault/
domestic violence against his now ex-
wife, Amanda Privett.

Whitley County Sheriff’s Deputy Todd 
Shelley responded to a complaint about 
a domestic disturbance at their 1323 
Hamblin Hollow Road residence.

Amanda Privett told police that James 
had bitten her right arm and punched her 
in the left arm, according to his arrest 
citation.

On April 25, 2006, Prewitt sentenced 
him to 90 days in jail, but agreed to 
conditionally discharge his sentence for 
two years on the condition James Privett 
attend and complete domestic violence 
perpetrator’s counseling.

Amanda Privett divorced James Privett 
on June 4, 2007.

Editor’s note: the James B. Privett 
III listed in this story is not the James 
Privett, who is Williamsburg Fire Chief.

PRIVETT: Domestic violence cases 
date all the way back to 2006

It’s that time of 
year again…

Photo by DEAN MANNING
Thin Mints, Peanutbutter Patties and Caramel Delites, oh my: 
Corbin and Williamsburg Girl Scout Troops have received their 
first shipments of Girl Scout Cookies. More than 18,000 boxes of 
cookies were delivered to the Civic Center in Corbin where troop 
leaders or volunteers, such as Laura Hays, stopped by to pick 
up the cookies for the 23 troops across the county. In the coming 
weeks the girls will be at area locations selling cookies.


