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News Journal

Pen Points

If you haven’t been 
by the Patriot 
Steakhouse 

yet, which is 
located inside the 
Cumberland Inn, 
then you might want 
to give it a try. I’ll 
probably take my 
wife there in a few 
weeks when the newness wears off so 
that we don’t have to wait in line as 
long.

This isn’t the old Athenaeum 
Restaurant with a change in décor. 
To it’s credit, the University of the 
Cumberlands has gone to great lengths 
to reinvent this restaurant.

Instead of the formal setting before, 
there is a more casual dining type 
atmosphere like you might see at an 
Applebee’s or Ruby Tuesday with pic-
tures from the university and town on 
the walls.

Even better, the menu has been 
revamped and the food qual-
ity has improved tremendously. The 
Williamsburg Kiwanis Club, which I’m 
a member of, meets at the Cumberland 
Inn every Thursday. During the final 
days of the Athenaeum Restaurant, I’ll 
admit I would purposefully show up 
late for meetings just so I would have a 
good excuse not to eat the food.

I’m happy to say that the food 
quality is much better at the Patriot 
Steakhouse. I’ve eaten there twice 
since the new restaurant opened, and 
can tell you that the grilled chicken 
salad is pretty good. I haven’t eaten 
anything else from the menu yet.

I’ve spoken to Cumberland Inn and 

University of the 
Cumberlands offi-
cials several times 
since the Patriot 
Steakhouse opened,
and they seem very 
committed to main-
taining high food 
quality and once 
again making the 

restaurant successful.
Even if you had sworn off eating at 

the old Athenaeum Restaurant, I’d 
advise giving the Patriot Steakhouse a 
try. You may be pleasantly surprised 
by what you find.

Now for a few other thoughts before I 
conclude this column.

• Until last week, I hadn’t had a 
chance to write a column in quite a 
while because of all the letters to the 
editor, which our readers were submit-
ting. Many dealt with the Corbin alco-
hol vote.

I hope our readers will keep writing 
and voicing their opinions. Vigorous 
public debate on the issues is a good 
thing, and serves to help the general 
public become better informed.

• If you had told me 15 years ago 
that Corbin voters would approve the 
sale of alcohol not only by the drink at 
restaurants, but also by the package in 
stores, then I probably would have told 
you that you were crazy.

Overall, I think Corbin voters’ deci-
sion on Valentine’s Day to allow the 
sale of packaged alcohol at stores is a 
good thing for the community.

See WHITE, page A-8

Patriot Steakhouse is a 
big improvement for Inn

Mark 
White
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My friend Jay 
Nolan, pub-
lisher of the 

Mountain Advocate 
in Barbourville, had 
some interesting 
statistics in his col-
umn last week that 
he obtained from 
the Knox Co. court-
house that I want to repeat.

He pointed out that the “west” part of 
Knox Co., that part which borders the 
City of Corbin, has less than 15 per-
cent of the total land mass.

That doesn’t surprise us, but what 
does is that part of the county has 40 
percent of the population and gener-
ates over 50 percent of the county’s tax 
base. The Knox Co. PVA office figures 
show five of the top ten residential, 
commercial and personal assessment 
taxpayers are in that one area.

Similar totals would come from 
Whitley and Laurel Counties. There is 
a large population base in the north 
Corbin area in Laurel Co. and to the 
south of Corbin in Whitley Co. thou-
sands reside there.

Corbin’s population is 7,304 but that 
is deceiving. When you add those who 
live in the surrounding area it would 
swell to over 30,000. Also, Corbin 
is the hub of the three counties of 
Whitley, Laurel and Knox and because 
of the highway system it is a short 
drive from Williamsburg, London and 
Barbourville. It is understandable why 
it is the retail center of the area.

What is not understandable is that 
Corbin cannot incorporate into Laurel 
Co. Several businesses in the north 
Corbin area have inquired as to the 
possibility of coming into the city. 

That area has so much potential but 
its growth has been stymied by a state 
law that prevents incorporation. It is 
time that our state senator and rep-

resentative fight to 
repeal that law which 
is hurting the growth 
potential.

I have heard 
through the grape-
vine that five busi-
nesses have inquired 
about being annexed 
into the city of Corbin

now that the alcohol referendum has 
passed, three in Knox and two in 
Whitley. They represent a huge tax 
base.

 I know for a fact that some busi-
nesses in Laurel want in the city 
because of it. One corporate spokes-
person couldn’t believe that Kentucky 
would have such an outlandish law 
preventing it.

It is an unfair law and it has been on 
the books far too long. Changing it has 
nothing to do with annexation of those 
against their will. Repealing it would 
only serve to accommodate those who 
want to be annexed.

The north Corbin area has a tremen-
dous amount of traffic. However, its 
appearance has suffered from busi-
nesses which have closed. The road 
leading to the motels and Cracker 
Barrel needs fixing. This area should 
not be treated as a stepchild.

It is time for lawmakers who are 
friends of business to step up and 
change this law.

•Sewer work is being done on some 
streets in Corbin. There are gaps in the 
roads because of this. When the black-
topping plants open City Utilities will 
patch where the work has been done.

My suggestion is to not pave those 
on Kentucky and Main streets. They’re 
no worse than the other bumps and 
breaks. These are state highways that 
have needed paving for years. A few 
more holes may get the attention of the 
state.

Don 
Estep

Commentary

Here are some statistics 
that may surprise you

To the Editor:

Voters Of Whitley County, I am Ron 
“Bubba” Bowling, Constable serving 
Whitley County District 2 in Corbin and 
I write with great urgency to all citizens 
of Whitley County. Unbeknownst to us in 
Whitley County, our General Assembly in 
Frankfort is working hand-in-hand with 
outsiders from northern Kentucky to abol-
ish the office of the Kentucky Constable  
through the legislative process: HB 240  

Local constable warns of 
efforts to abolish position

Whoever put ‘Vote Yes’ 
sign up deserves praise

Letters to the Editor
Jailer says criticism of 
camera system is unfair

To the Editor:

This letter is in response to the article 
titled “Fiscal Court members upset over the 
lack of bids for new camera system,” printed 
in the Feb. 22 edition of the News Journal.

First of all, let me say the jail pub-
lished the specifications and requirements 
as “required by state law.” The bids were 
accepted according to “state law.” I did 
nothing wrong in putting these specs in the 
paper. 

Everyone was given the amount of time 
required by the “law” to bid on this cam-
era system. The Whitley County magis-
trates implied in this article that the jail did 
not advertise enough for this new camera 
system. I think this criticism is unfair. We 
advertised as the “law” requires. I feel like I 
handled this in the correct manner.

My staff and I work very hard every day 
to improve the jail and all the magistrates 
know this. In 2005 and again in 2011, 
proper and efficient management of the jail 
helped pull the county out of debt. Both I 
and my staff are very proud of this fact. 

The camera system at issue was PAID IN 
FULL by the jail with absolutely NO cost to 
the county or the taxpayers.

I am always doing everything I can to 
ensure that the taxpayers are being provided 
a clean and safe jail run in the most cost-
effective manner possible.

Thank you for your support.

KEN MOBLEY
WHITLEY COUNTY JAILER

To the Editor:

Kudos to the person or persons brave 
enough to put up a “Vote Yes” sign for res-
taurants in Williamsburg. A majority “Yes” 
vote in the March 20 election will allow 
restaurants that can seat at least 100 persons 
to serve alcohol. The person who put up the 
sign must be as weary as I am of letting the 
“religious right” decide for us. It takes cour-
age to make a public stand against them. All 
of the people I know who will vote “Yes” 
are afraid of being ostracized if they say it 
out loud.

I wish that the people who go to 
Knoxville and Lexington to eat in restau-
rants that serve alcohol could spend their 
money and contribute the taxes and employ-
ment opportunities to our own hometown. 
Why in the world would Williamsburg resi-
dents want us to remain a backwater town 
with empty storefronts, only one general 
store and no entertainment options? I hope 
there are enough young voters left here to 
give us a jump start into a better future. 
Perhaps if we had some of the amenities 
that other cities have, more of them would 
stay here.

SELENA BRYANT
WILLIAMSBURG

HB 247 and SB 30. 
HB 240 calls for the abolishment of the 

Constable’s office through a statewide vote. 
Rural Kentucky cannot afford to entrust our 
safety and welfare to a group who are in 
favor of taking over 500 peace officers off 
of our streets. 

Unlike larger cities with huge budgets, 
our local law enforcement agencies are 
stretched thin. Our Sheriff’s Office and 
local city police departments are operating 
on tight budgets .The Constables office, 
however, receives ZERO tax dollars to oper-
ate, but provides services to our districts 
from fees generated by providing process 
service for the court system. In fact, con-
stable services are funded completely from 
arrest fees, service of legal documents and 
working details within the county. Does it 
make any sense to arbitrarily remove these 
services from our community, which cost 
the local tax payer nothing, just because 
some northern Kentuckians are dissatis-
fied with their particular constables? One 
must wonder, if they are so unhappy with 
their constables, shouldn’t they address 
this come election time when they re-elect 
their constables instead of interfering with 
the constables that you yourselves elected 
locally to serve in Whitley County miles 
away from the big cities up north? Those 
big cities up north must not be affected as 
we are way down here in rural Kentucky by 
the growing pain pill, methamphetamine, 
and crime problems that we are experienc-
ing locally. Do you really want to take a 
chance on losing the constables office in 
Whitley County which has a proven record 
of providing services to the citizens within 
their districts?

The other proposed bill, SB30 leaves 
the decision to abolish the Constables 
Office  with the fiscal court. While I have 
the utmost confidence in our current fis-
cal court to do the right thing by support-
ing the Constables office and keeping the 
Constables Office in operation, why is 
this even an issue that our county officials 
should be bothered with? More importantly, 
this type of legislation is not even legal and 
tramples all over the constitution of our 
state. The Constables office is created and 
guaranteed to exist by our Kentucky con-
stitution. Simply put, when our constitution 
is to be changed, it’s up to you the voters of 
Kentucky to change it. The law tells us that 
entrusting the decision to anyone other than 
you, the voters, is unconstitutional.

I urge you to send a message to Frankfort 
to leave the Kentucky Constables Office 
alone and more importantly, our constitu-
tion alone and get busy working on bills 
to improve of quality of life, improving 
services and recruiting much needed jobs to 
our state.

Absolutely nothing would be accom-
plished by abolishing the Constables Office 
office except taking over 500 peace officers 
off our streets and out of our communities. 
Your Whitley County Constables require 
ZERO tax dollars to operate, yet your 
Constables have worked hard patrolling our 
churches, making arrests, and serving legal 
paperwork for the betterment of Whitley 
County. If these services your Constable 
provides are removed by Frankfort, I can 
guarantee one inevitable result — higher 
taxes. The Kentucky Constable services are 
absolutely necessary in our Commonwealth 
and will have to be filled by tax funded 
offices if abolished. This money will not 
simply magically appear; it will come 
directly from your pockets. 

Send Frankfort a message from Whitley 
County: Call the Legislative Message 
TOLL FREE Hotline at 1-800-372-7181 
and tell YOUR State representative and 
Senator you support your Whitley County 
Constables and to  vote NO on HB240, HB 
247 and SB30

RON BOWLING
WHITLEY CO. CONSTABLE, DISTRICT 2


