
Williamsburg police dis-
covered methamphetamine, 
marijuana and a .12 gauge 
shotgun and arrested three 
people while investigating a 
drug complaint late Sunday 
evening.

About 2 a.m. Monday, 
Williamsburg Police Officer 
Brandon White charged 
William A. Daugherty, 22, 
and William M. Murphy, 
42, both of 150 Village 
Circle, and Tosha Miller, 26, 
of Highway 26, with first-
degree possession of meth-
amphetamine, possession of 
marijuana and possession of 
drug paraphernalia.

White ,  Wil l iamsburg 
Police Officers Jason Strunk 
and Elijah Hunter and 
Whitley County Sheriff’s 
Deputy John Hill responded 
to 150 Village Circle Drive 
to investigate the complaint, 
and made contact with home 
owner William Murphy, 
who invited them inside, 
Williamsburg Police Chief 
Wayne Bird wrote in a press 

release.
“Once the officers were 

inside, they observed drug 
paraphernalia in plain view,” 
Bird wrote.

White asked for permis-
sion to search the residence, 
and when Murphy didn’t 
give it, White secured the 
residence and obtained a 
search warrant for inside 
the home. Police found the 
drugs and the Harrington 
and Richardson shotgun 
inside the residence, accord-
ing to court records.

Daugherty, Murphy and 
Miller were all arrested 
about 2 a.m. Monday, 
and lodged in the Whitley 
County Detention Center.

All three pleaded not 
guilty during their video 
arraignments late Monday 
morning in Whitley District 
Court. Judge Cathy Prewitt 
appointed the public advo-
cate’s office to represent 
each defendant and sched-
uled March 5 preliminary 
hearings in their cases.

She set $25,000 cash 
bonds for Daugherty and 
Murphy, and a $50,000 cash 

bond for Miller.
Miller was already free 

on bond for a receiving sto-
len property charge stem-
ming from a Dec. 26 arrest,
according to court records.

A pretrial service officer
informed Prewitt during
the hearing that Miller had 
flunked two prior drug tests,
including one as recently as
Friday when she tested posi-
tive for a pain pill. Prewitt 
agreed to amend Miller’s
bond to a surety bond when
a long-term drug rehabilita-
tion bed becomes available.
Prewitt said she considers 
long-term rehab as some-
thing six to 12 months long.

“She obviously has a 
severe drug problem,”
Prewitt noted during the 
hearing.

As her arraignment was
drawing to a conclusion, a 
crying Miller told her moth-
er, who was in the court-
room, that she loved her.

Prewitt declined to grant 
any of the three defendants 
jail credit towards their 
bonds noting that they are a
danger to the public.

After having spent more than 35 years as 
a detective with the Kentucky State Police, 
Whitley County Sheriff Colan Harrell 
knows the value of preserving evidence and 
maintaining a chain of custody so that evi-
dence is admissible in court. Friday after-
noon, Harrell’s office opened its new evi-
dence room, which is “state-of-the-art” as 
far as evidence rooms go, he noted.

“What you do in an evidence room, you 
preserve the integrity of evidence,” he said.

How long evidence will stay in the evi-
dence room varies depending on the case. 
For a homicide case, the evidence would be 
there three to five years. For some moon-
shine the department seized late last year, it 
will only be two or three months. “We make 
a disposition on the case, get a destruction 
order and it is gone,” Harrell said.

Building a new evidence room was one 
of the sheriff department’s first orders of 
business when it picked up additional space 
recently after PVA Ronnie Moses office 
moved upstairs in the courthouse.

The new evidence room, which used to 
be Moses’ personal office, is about 18’ x 20’ 
big. Harrell said when he first took over as 
sheriff a little over a year ago, the evidence 

room could best be described as an “old 
used first aid kit.”

“There aren’t a whole lot of people,
who see an evidence room,” Harrell said.
“Having been a police officer for many
years, I’ve seen a lot of them.”

The department is starting off with the 
evidence room organized, and Harrell said 
it would stay organized.

When evidence is brought it, the investi-
gating officer logs the evidence through one
of two property officers, who are the only 
ones with keys to the locked room.

Officers then place the evidence in their
evidence drawer in most cases unless it is 
too big to fit. Harrell said some officers,
like Detective Bill Riley, will probably end
up needing three to four drawers.

“When it comes court time, we check it.
They come over, get the evidence and go 
to court,” he said. “If they don’t have court,
bring it back and put it back in the drawer.
It is that simple and keep the door locked.”

Chief Deputy K.Y. Fuson said an alarm 
system is coming soon, and the department 
has requested a video surveillance system
for the evidence room.

There are also firewalls and other mea-
sures to keep people from crawling into 
the room through the ceiling or punching 
through a wall in order to get to evidence.

Since Corbin voters narrow-
ly approved the sale of packaged 
liquor following a citywide referen-
dum vote on Feb. 20, local officials 
say interest from businesses and 
individuals who want to sell alcohol 
has been high.

According to Corbin Building 

Inspector Frank Burke, representa-
tives from Liquor Barn and Liquor 
Mart stores have already expressed 
interest in opening locations in 
Corbin.

“We’ve had some others contact 
us as well, but they didn’t say who 
they were with. Those two places 
were very open about it. They are 
obviously interested,” Burke said. 
“Everyone is just wanting to know 

what they need to do and when they 
can do it. Hopefully, we can all get 
on the same page and make this 
happen the right way.”

Aside from alcohol, Liquor Barn 
locations normally sell specialty 
foods and other festival and party 
supplies.

Liquor Mart is  a chain of 
stores owned by Corbin native 
Paul Taylor. It has locations in 

Richmond, Danville, Lancaster and 
Manchester.

Last November, while organizers 
were still busy rounding up signa-
tures to put the measure on the bal-
lot, Taylor publicly expressed inter-
est in opening a Corbin location if 
voters approved the issue.

“We employ between 15 and 25 
people per store. Between Danville 
and Lancaster we pay $350,000 a 

year in taxes to those cities. I think
it would be very good for the econ-
omy in Corbin,” Taylor said. “I’m 
very interested in opening a store 
in Corbin. I’ve already been look-
ing at land there. I think it’s a great
market.” According to Taylor, his
stores do roughly $25 million in 
sales annually.
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Put to the test: Above, Knox 
Central High School stu-
dents took to the mud crawl-
ing under these ropes dur-
ing the 15th Annual Corbin 
High School JROTC Skills 
Challenge, which was held 
Saturday in Corbin. A total of 
15 schools participated. At 
right, Knox Central cadets are 
seen taking part in the tire roll 
competition.
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Logging evidence: Above, Whitley County Sheriff Colan Harrell logs the first piece of new
evidence Friday afternoon into the department’s newly-created evidence room.

New evidence room will better 
secure evidence,  Harrell says

■ By Mark White
mwhite@corbinnewsjournal.com

3 nabbed in W’burg bust

JROTC cadets test skills during 
15th annual Corbin competition
Students from 15 schools in Kentucky and 

Virginia competed this past Saturday in the 
15th Annual Corbin High School JROTC 
Skills Challenge, and organizers say the event 
was one of their best yet.

“I really like this day,” said Lt. Col. Rick 
McClure, Senior Army Instructor for the 
Corbin High School JROTC Program. He’s 
served in that capacity for the past 17 years.

“It gives our kids a chance to show off their 
leadership ability like no other time. It went 
smooth this year. This is the smoothest it’s 
ever gone.”

The Skills Challenge is designed to test 
students who participate in JROTC programs 
both mentally and physically. On the fitness 
side, there are relay races, obstacle courses, 
tug-of-war, and the Raider event. There are 
also academic challenges and color guard to 
test precision in movement.

Rockcastle County High School took the 
top spot this year as the overall winner. The 
school’s JROTC Program also was tops in the 
relay races.

Harlan County High School won the rope 
bridge competition. Thomas Walker High 
School (VA) won color guard. Southwest 
Pulaski took top honors in the raider chal-
lenge. South Laurel High School won the 
male tug-of-war competition and Knox 
Central won the female tug-of-war.

Trophies were given in each competition to 
individual who placed first through fourth.

Since Corbin High School hosted the event, 
it did not participate. Rather, JROTC mem-
bers judged and graded the performance of 
other schools.

“These kind of competitions are great 
because these students train on all these 
events, so naturally they want to go out and 
compete,” McClure said. “They really enjoy 
the competition against other high schools. 
The teams like to see how well they can do.”

The Skills Challenge is also used as a fund-
raiser for Corbin’s JROTC program.

Corbin has a thriving JROTC program. At 
least 10 percent of the student population at 
a school with a JROTC program must par-
ticipate in the program. McClure said Corbin 
easily meets that threshold. The program has 
85 student participants.

■ By Trent Knuckles
tknuckles@corbinnewsjournal.com

Victim catches alleged burglar in the act
A Keavy woman has been 

arrested after being caught 
in the act while burglarizing 
a home on Roy McHargue 
Road on Sunday.

Tw e n t y - s e v e n - y e a r -
old Angela M. Sowders, is 
charged with second-degree 
burglary following the wild 
incident.

Accord ing  to  Laure l 
County Sheriff John Root, 
Sowders was spotted at 
around 2:00 p.m. Sunday 

coming out of the garage of 
the home.

The homeowner returned 
from church to see her leav-
ing.

The homeowner confronted 
the thief. She got into her sil-
ver Pontiac G6 car and tried 
to leave, but the homeowner 
blocked her in. She rammed 
into the homeowner’s vehi-
cle, then drove through a 
neighbor’s yard and over a 
railroad tie onto the road and 
drove away.

The homeowner got the 
license plate number off the 

suspect’s vehicle.
Sheriff’s Deputies located 

the car later Sunday eve-
ning at Sowders’ residence 
on Mill Creek Road at about 
7:20 p.m. Authorities say she 
admitted being at the resi-
dence where the garage was 
broken into.

Sowders was arrested and 
lodged in the Laurel County 
Detention Center.

Deputy Greg Turner is 
headed up the investigation. 
Deputy Steve Hoskins assist-
ed with the investigation and 
arrest.
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