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Forcht Bank is open for loans! That means we have money 
to lend for any personal or business need. Planning a vacation? 

Remodeling your kitchen? Expanding your business?
No matter what the reason, we’re here to help. 

Call or come by today and let us tailor a loan to fit your needs.

forchtbank.com | Member FDIC

FOR LOANS
Open

Kim 
Gilreath

Marvin 
Baker

MI CASAMI CASA

TRI-COUNTY SQUARE SHOPPING CENTER, NEAR K-MART

785 E. CUMBERLAND GAP PARKWAY, CORBIN

606.526.0990

MEXICAN RESTAURANT

SUN. - THUR. 11 AM - 10 PM & 
FRI. & SAT. 11 AM - 10:30 PM

COME PARTY 
WITH US ON OUR 

WE DELIVER TO 
BUSINESSES!

NEWNEW
PATIO!
PATIO!
•EVERYONE WELCOME•

Whit ley  County’s 
Recla iming Futures 
Juvenile Drug Court 
recently picked up another 
tool in its fight to help get 
and keep kids off drugs.

Whitley District Judge 
Cathy Prewitt, who over-
sees the program, said the 
program has been selected 
to be part of the Juvenile 
Detention Alternatives 
Initiative.

The initiative is part 
of the Annie E. Casey 
Foundation, which is one 
of the larger charitable 
trusts that operate in the 
United States.

“Last week we were 
notified that we are one 
of three sites chosen in 
Kentucky,” Prewitt said. 
“One of the reasons we 
were chosen is because of 
our Reclaiming Futures 
program, which is already 
working with community 
members to improve the 
lives of children.”

The initiative doesn’t 
mean any additional fund-
ing, but Prewitt said it will 
provide some valuable 
tools for the program and 
additional alternatives for 
juveniles.

“It provides for collabo-
ration between the program 
and the community sup-
porters, which we already 
have to a huge extent. This 
will let us do more than 
that,” Prewitt said.

The program also focus-
es on obtaining and using 
accurate data.

“It is always a problem 
getting that data together 
because that tells how suc-
cessful your program is,” 
she added. “It will also 
provide us ways to diag-
nose what our program is 
actually accomplishing 
and showing us where our 
strengths and weaknesses 
are.”

The new initiative also 
provides the local program 
to access about what other 
sites have done.

Since its inception 
in 1992, there are now 
100 Juvenile Detention 
Alternatives Initiative sites 
in 24 states and the District 
of Columbia.

The Annie E. Casey 
Foundation is a private 
charitable organization, 
which is dedicated to help-
ing build better futures for 
disadvantaged children in 
the United States. It was 
established in 1948 by Jim 
Casey, one of the founders 
of UPS, and his siblings, 
who named the Foundation 

in honor of their mother.
The primary mission of 

the Foundation is to fos-
ter public policies, human-
service reforms, and com-
munity supports that more 
than effectively meet the 
needs of today’s vulner-
able children and families. 
In pursuit of this goal, the 
Foundation makes grants 
that help states, cities 
and neighborhoods fash-
ion more innovative, cost-
effective responses to those 
needs.

The Juvenile Detention 
Alternatives Initiative was 
designed to support the 
Casey Foundation’s vision 
that all youth involved in 
the juvenile justice sys-
tem have opportunities to 
develop into healthy, pro-
ductive adults.

Prewitt said she had been 
doing some research trying 
to find additional resources 
for the Reclaiming Futures 
program when she came 
across the initiative this 
past summer.

“I am on the Juvenile 
Justice Advisory Board for 
the Department of Juvenile 
Justice,” she said. “I was 
asking at one meeting if 
anyone there knew about the 
Annie Casey Foundation. 
Coincidentally, they had 
received a call the week 
before wanting to know if 
any of their sites would be 
interested.”

In July, six groups, 
including Whitley County, 
met with foundation offi-
cials about the program.

Prewitt said she hadn’t 
heard much from the pro-
gram until last week when 
she was informed Whitley 
County was one of the three 
sites selected to expand its 
detention alternatives.

“It doesn’t do a whole lot 
of good to put a juvenile 
child under the age of 18 in 
jail, if there are other ser-
vices, which can address 
the needs that the child 
actually has,” Prewitt said.

“This is where we are 
headed any way with 
Reclaiming Futures. It ties 
together. It is a good mar-
riage between Reclaiming 
Futures and Juvenile 
Detention Alternatives 
Initiative.”

Prewitt said she wasn’t 
surprised that Whitley 
County was selected to be 
part of the initiative.

“It is such a good fit, and 
we have come so far with 
the Reclaiming Futures 
model that we are using 
where you get to the root 
of the problem that the 
child has,” Prewitt said.

“Why is the child not 
going to school? Why is 

Corbin Police are seeking the public’s 
help to find a man and a woman involved in 
a hit-and-run accident near McDonald’s on 
Master Street Friday afternoon.

According to Major Rob Jones, pub-
lic affairs officer, police are looking for 
Kathleen and Howard Johnson. The duo 
along with a male juvenile were report-
edly in the pickup truck that came out of 
McDonald’s parking lot and hit Eleanore 
Stewart’s Chevrolet.

As a result of the collision, Stewart 
was trapped in the vehicle and Corbin 
Firefighters had to use the Jaws-of-Life to 

cut off the driver’s side door.
Jones said the pickup truck was seen trav-

eling west on Master Street toward Corbin.
“It went up toward Laurel County and 

turned near KFC,” Jones said. “It got stuck 
in a yard and they took off on foot.”

Jones added that police took the juve-
nile into custody when the truck got stuck 
in the yard of a house on Magnolia Lane. 
The juvenile told police he wasn’t driving, 
but Jones said police will wait until the 
Johnsons are in custody before determining 
who was driving.

Stewart was taken by ambulance to Baptist 
Regional Medical Center.

Anyone with information about the 
Johnsons is asked to contact Corbin Police, 
528-1122.

Corbin Police searching for 
duo involved in hit-and-run

■ By Dean Manning
dmanning@

corbinnewsjournal.com

the child shoplifting at 
Walmart? Get to the root of 
that problem, and once you 
get to that root, try to fix 
it. This really goes along 
with the detention alter-
natives, which the Annie 
Casey Foundation is for. I 
am very happy we got it. I 
think we deserved it.”

■ By Mark White
mwhite@

corbinnewsjournal.com

Whitley picked for national initiative
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On the run: Corbin Police are searching for Kathleen and Howard Johnson who allegedly drove 
away after hitting Eleanor Stewart’s Chevrolet on Master Street in front of McDonald’s Friday 
afternoon. Corbin Police Maj Rob Jones said the Johnsons ran off from their pickup truck on foot 
after it became stuck in a yard on Magnolia Lane. Corbin Firefighters had to use the Jaws-of-Life 
to cut the door off of Stewart’s car so emergency personnel could get her out of the vehicle.


