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“I hope to have God on 
my side,” Abraham Lincoln 
remarked in 1861, “but I 
must have Kentucky.”

Indeed, Steven Spielberg’s 
new movie, Lincoln, makes it 
clear that the 16th president 
needed his home state up to 
the very end of the Civil War.

Kentucky is all over this 
terrific drama. Daniel Day 
Lewis stars as Lincoln, who 
was born in what is now 
Larue County, and Sally Field 
portrays Mary Todd Lincoln 
of Lexington. Field even 
spent time in Lexington to 
prepare for her role.

Early in the film, Lincoln 
is seen talking with two black 
soldiers who mention they 
enlisted at Camp Nelson in 
Jessamine County. A con-
stant presence in the movie 
is the ticking of a watch that 
Lincoln owned — recorded 
at the Thomas D. Clark 
Center for Kentucky History 
in Frankfort, where it is part 
of the collection.

The movie focuses on 
Lincoln’s quest in 1864 and 
1865 to abolish slavery, 
in border as well as rebel 
states, by expanding his 1862 
Emancipation Proclamation 
with the 13th Amendment to 
the Constitution. To do that, 
he needed to get the Senate-
passed amendment through a 
divided House of Representa-
tives.

A pivotal vote Lincoln 
needs is that of U.S. Rep. 
George Helm Yeaman of 
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Kentucky 
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roles in 

‘Lincoln’ 

See EBLEN, B2

Michael Stuhlbarg spoke in a 
convincing Western Kentucky 
accent as Congressman George 
Helm Yeaman in Lincoln.
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No column today
Merlene Davis’ 
column does 
not appear 
today. It 
will return soon.

The holiday season of-
ficially arrived in Lexington 
on Saturday night as Mayor 
Jim Gray and Santa Claus 
teamed up to light the city’s 
2012 Christmas tree.

Kids and grownups who 
packed into Triangle Park 
downtown for the festivi-
ties whooped and cheered 
when the 45-foot blue spruce 
blazed into colorful life. 

Other Christmas trees at 
locations around town also 
lighted up as the mayor 
and St. Nick ceremoniously 
turned a huge key to turn on 
the electricity and usher in 
the season.

The celebration will con-
tinue with the city’s tradi-
tional Christmas parade Dec. 
6.

There was plenty of mu-
sic Saturday night by various 
groups, including the Calva-
ry Baptist Church Handbell 
Chorus and the Lexington 
Singers, to make the tree-
lighting festivities sound like 
Christmas.

Four miles of lights strung 
around downtown made it 
look like Christmas.

And it certainly felt like 
Christmas, with the tem-
perature hovering around 29 
degrees when the tree was 
lighted, according to the Na-
tional Weather Service.

CHRISTMASTIME 
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LEXINGTON’S 
TREE LIGHTED BY 

MAYOR, SANTA
By Jim Warren
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The crowd in Triangle Park for the lighting of Lexington’s Christmas tree Saturday night didn’t seem to mind the cold.
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See a photo gallery online.
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Left: Snooki stayed 
warm while attend-
ing the festivities 
Saturday with Beth 
and Jeff Powell of 
Winchester.

Right: Mayor Jim 
Gray pointed at Lex-
ington’s Christmas 
tree in Triangle Park 
as he and Santa 
Claus turned the 
key that switched 
on the tree’s lights. 
The lights on the 
city’s other Christ-
mas trees were 
turned on simulta-
neously.
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