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For these Wildcats, Jarrod Polson is a 
gritty reserve with plenty of resolve. 
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A Kentuckian in the U.S. House 
was crucial in Lincoln’s efforts to 
abolish slavery.

» Living Sunday, Page F1:
Two Russian ballet companies will be 
performing ‘The Nutcracker’ locally
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KNOXVILLE — Mitch 
Barnhart didn’t literally have 
his back to the wall Saturday 
afternoon.

Instead, the University of 
Kentucky athletics director 
stood in a dark hallway below 
the end zone grandstand of 
Neyland Stadium, just after his 
football team’s season-ending 
37-17 loss to Tennessee, sur-
rounded by cameras and tape 
recorders and media people.

It was obvious he didn’t want to be 
there.

He didn’t want to fire his friend Joker 
Phillips three weeks ago, making the deci-
sion he knew had to be made, that the time 
had come to pull the plug on Phillips’ three-
year tenure as football coach.

He didn’t want to be standing in front of 
the media, talking about a search he didn’t 
want to conduct, taking questions he didn’t 
want to answer, careful not to give out any 
inside information.

In fact, Barnhart’s mere media availabil-

SAID ‘NO QUICK FIX’ IN COACHING 
SEARCH; CHARACTER MATTERS

Barnhart 
faces no-win 
situation in 

coaching hire

See CLAY, A7

VERSAILLES — In November, Central 
Kentucky horse farms can seem like very 
expensive versions of high-school matchmak-
ing.

Would-be Thoroughbred breeders shuttle 
between the boys (stallion shows at horse 
farms) and the girls (broodmare sales) try-
ing to decide which mares to buy and whom 
to breed to next.

When this year’s “homecoming queen,” 
Horse of the Year Havre de Grace, sold for 
$10 million at Fasig-Tipton, one of the first 
questions to her new owners was “who will 
you send her to?” — meaning: Which high-
priced stud will do the honors of attempting 
to create the next generation of greatness?

It’s a game of “would you like me if I liked 
you?” played with horses and fortunes.

So who is more important, the stallion or 
the mare?

“Can’t have one without the other,” said 
Bill Farish, who handles day-to-day opera-
tions at one of the most successful breeding 
operations in the world, Lane’s End Farm 
in Versailles. “Can’t say one is more impor-
tant than the other. … I don’t think the farm 

would have been as successful without the 
stallions.” 

But they wouldn’t have had those stallions 
without some pretty special mares.

Who’s more important, the stallion or the mare?
By Janet Patton

jpatton1@herald-leader.com

FIELDS OF DREAMS: A year in the life of Kentucky’s horse farms

MATCHMAKING: 
FINDING A WINNER  

ABOUT THIS SERIES
This is the 11th in a monthly series looking at a 
year in the unique economic ecosystem that is life 
on Central Kentucky’s Thoroughbred horse farms. 
Each month through 2012, we will visit a different 
Central Kentucky farm to chronicle the life cycle of 
the Bluegrass’s signature industry, from breeding 
and foaling to training for a race and getting ready 
for the all-important sales.

Coming in December: Drawing things to a close, 
at Three Chimneys Farm.

More photos and video: See more images and a 
video of Lane’s End Farm online.

Buy photo reprints at Kentucky.com

Will Farish talked 
about Mineshaft, 
who was behind 
him at Lane’s End 
Farm, which Farish 
owns. The Thor-
oughbred breeding 
farm encompasses 
about 2,000 acres 
in Woodford County, 
and it leases another 
thousand acres, 
known as the Oak 
Tree Division. 

A contingent of buyers and trainers from Japan took a look at Quality Road, being held by Juan Rueras, at Lane’s End Farm in Versailles. The 
horse won more than $2 million racing before retiring to stud about two years ago.

PHOTOS BY CHARLES BERTRAM | cbertram@herald-leader.com

See LANE’S END, A2

HIGH SCHOOL 
BASKETBALL 
SEASON 
PREVIEW
SPORTS, C1

Wildcats defensive end Farrington Huguenin 
(91) put his arm around linebacker Avery 
Williamson as they left the field following Ken-
tucky’s loss at Tennessee to end the season.

PHOTOS BY MARK CORNELISON 
mcornelison@herald-leader.com

Mitch Barnhart looked at the scoreboard at 
the end of the Tennessee game.

JOHN 
CLAY
HERALD-
LEADER  
SPORTS 

COLUMNIST

See photos of game action and fans and watch 
video of Mitch Barnhart discussing the search for 

the next Wildcats coach.

Unique Care for Women
The Women’s Hospital at Saint Joseph East is dedicated to providing a broad array of specialized services for

women including cardiology, gynecology and rheumatology – all in an attractive and convenient setting.

Pictured from left to right:
Saint Joseph Cardiology Associates: Michelle Morton, MD

Saint Joseph Obstetrics & Gynecology Associates:

Avis Carr, MD, Elizabeth Elkinson, MD & Kristi McKenzie, MD

Saint Joseph Rheumatology Associates: Lucia Hardi, MD

160 N. Eagle Creek Drive, Lexington

859.313.2255

TheWomensHospitalKY.org
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