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Choong-won Jin wanted
to enter last year’s Young
Artist Concerto Competi-
tion, but he had a scheduling
conflict and did not.

This year, the February
date worked out, and he won
the piano division.

The competition was held
at Murray State University
and is a collaborative effort
between the university and
the Paducah Symphony.

Choong-won is15 and lives
in Prospect with his parents,
Hwaseong Jin and Jo-eun
Lim. He is a sophomore at
Manual High School.

To enter, contestants sub-
mitted an application and a
recording of themselves
playing the piece they wished to per-
form. A record number of 30 students
applied this year. Most of the applicants
were from Kentucky, but applicants
also were from Alabama, Illinois, Indi-
ana, Tennessee, Missouri and North
Carolina.

From that pool, seven finalists —
four instrumentalists and three pianists
— were selected to compete. They per-
formed 15-minute pieces from memory
for three judges and a live audience.

“Choong loves to play the piano and
isaveryfast learner,”saidVernonCher-
rix, his private teacher. “He is really a
young artist, able to see and hear what is
behind the notes. Guiding him along is a
joyful experience for me.”

Choong-won said he was a little bit
nervous before the competition, but he
said, “I knew my piece was ready.”

He added that his pre-performance
strategies are to drink water and not lis-
ten to the performers who go ahead of
him on the program.

Before a competition, Choong-won
typically reduces his practice time, ex-
plaining that it’s possible to over-prac-
tice and create problems that weren’t
present before. “I try to focus my mind
and try not to think about it,” he said.

This year his practice schedule was
reduced more than usual. He and his
family made an emergency trip to Ko-
rea because his grandfather was very
ill. When they left his condition was sta-
ble, and the family returned two days
before Choong-won’s performance.

“I knew I had to go out and
do my best; there was noth-
ing else I could do,” he said.

Choong-won takes a diffi-
cult course load in school —
including a piano class —
and spends about an hour
each day practicing. He said
he doesn’t have difficulty
memorizing pieces.

“If I practice a piece
enough, I memorize as I
practice,” and then he con-

centrates on memorizing a
few tough spots. “As I prac-
tice, it comes into my hands.”

Choong-won performed
“Fantasia on Hungarian Folk
Themes” by Franz Liszt. “I
like Liszt,” he said, adding
that this piece has “a beauti-
ful melody and is technically
demanding, and I like the
combination.”

He said he worked on the piece for
the first time three years ago and mem-
orized it then. He selected it to work on
again and perform for this occasion.

“It’s a lot easier to do what you want
with a piece, musically,” when you are
already familiar with it, he said. “That
knowledge, over time, helps you play it
better than before.”

Choong-won began taking piano les-
sons 10 years ago.

“I like the versatility” of the instru-
ment, he said. “You can play the piano as
a solo, or in groups, such as in concertos
and chamber music, and many different
genres.”

He also enjoys listening to music and
likes to play soundtracks from movies.

The winner for the instrumental di-
vision was Nathan Lowry from Antioch,
Tenn.

The winner of each division received
a $1,000 cash prize, a Murray State Uni-
versity music scholarship, and an invi-
tation to perform with the Paducah
Symphony Orchestra during the 2012-
2013season.Coca-ColaandJacksonPur-
chase Energy sponsored the cash priz-
es.

Choong-won has performed in large
competitions before but he’s never won
this much money. He isn’t sure how he
will spend it yet, nor if he will accept the
scholarship. He will perform with the
Paducah Symphony in the fall.

He hopes to study to become a doctor
and minor in music, speculating that he
might play for his patients.

ACHIEVER | CHOONG-WON JIN

Manual sophomore wins
Murray music scholarship

CHOONG-WON
JIN
Age: 15
Grade: 10
School: duPont Man-
ual High School
Hobbies: Watching
TV, playing computer
games, hanging out
with friends

By Elaine Rooker Jack
Special to The Courier-Journal

That congregation
needed more space and
didn’twanttousetheorgan
for its style of worship,
Williamson said.

The Colonial-style St.
Thomaschurch,whichwas
built in1968, bought the old
St. John organ upon Wil-
liamson’s recommenda-
tion and put it storage for
about three years.

It has been recondi-
tioned and upgraded to add
new sounds and other fea-
tures and is being installed
at St. Thomas by Webber
and Bourne Organ Build-
ers in Germantown.

Pete Webber and Alex-
ander Smith from Webber
and Bourne were putting
in wooden pipes last week
inanew,enclosedchamber
that has been built in the
back corner of the church,
where the choir performs.
The organ console with the
keyboards will sit in front
of the structure.

Having the new organ
will be a boost to St. Thom-
as, which operates a pre-
school and has a Sunday at-
tendance of about 95, said
the Rev. Anne Vouga, the
church’s pastor.

“We wanted to grow and
have some good music,”
Vouga said.

Williamson said he is
praying that enough of the
organ will be in place by
Sunday that he’ll be able to
play it for the Easter ser-
vice. If so, “I’d be happy,”
he said.

He plans to rechristen it
with J. Christopher Pardi-
ni’s “Toccata on Amazing

Grace” and the “Proces-
sional” movement from
Dan Locklear’s “Phoenix
FanfareandProcessional,”
plus the standard Easter
anthem “Jesus Christ Is
Risen Today.”

Easter Sunday will be
an especially big day for
the church, because Vouga
and 27 members also will
embark after the service
on a spring break trip to
Mobile, Ala., to build
houses for Habitat for Hu-
manity.

A formal dedication
event for the organ is
planned May 20, featuring
organist Bruce Neswick,
associate organist at St.
Francis in the Fields Epis-
copal Church on Wolf Pen
Branch Road. Neswick
also teaches organ at Indi-
ana University and was or-
ganist and choirmaster at
the Episcopal Cathedral
Church of St. John the Di-
vine in New York City.

When Williamson came
to St. Thomas four to five
years ago, the church had
an electronic organ, which
isconsideredfarlessdesir-
able than a pipe organ by
organists and other music
aficionados.

“When you’re in a room
with a pipe organ, you can
feel the sound, you can feel
the energy,” he said.

When the electronic or-

gan at St. Thomas met its
demise within a couple of
years (“Thank you, Jesus,”
Williamson said), a friend
loaned the church a small,
self-contained Wicks pipe
organ. The church recent-
ly has been using its piano
for services, while the
larger Wicks organ from
St.John’s isbeing installed.

The St. John’s organ
originally was at Hope Mo-
ravian Church in Hope,
Ind., so it will be in its
“third incarnation” at St.
Thomas, Webber said.

The organ recondition-
ing and installation project
is being paid for by an
anonymous donor at St.
Thomas.

Vouga didn’t want to
give the cost of the project,
but she and Williamson
said it is considerably less
than the cost to buy a new
organ of that size, which
Webber said would be
$150,000 to $200,000.

Williamson considers
reusing the St. John organ
to be a recycling project.
“It’s really wonderful … to
see that organ not go by the
wayside,” he said.

Reporter Martha Elson can
be reached at (502) 582-7061.

» COVER PHOTO: Alex-
ander Smith levels the or-
gan pipe.

Williamson and the Rev. Anne Vouga hold a pipe from the church’s organ.

ST. THOMAS ORGAN DEDICATION
What: St. Thomas Episcopal Church organ dedication concert
by organist Bruce Neswick
When: 4 p.m. May 20
Where: St. Thomas Episcopal Church, 9616 Westport Road
Admission: Free and open to the public


