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FRANKFORT, Ky. — The South-
ern Association of State Depart-
ments of Agriculture and the
Kentucky Department of Agri-
culture paid nearly $80,000 to the
Marriott Griffin Gate for its vari-
ous services as host of the associ-
ation’s 2008 convention at the
Lexington resort.

But state emails indicate that
it was the group’s then-president,
former Agriculture Commission-

er Richie Farmer, who was cred-
ited with 55,000 Marriott Re-
wards points earned in connec-
tion with the event.

Last week The Courier-Jour-
nal obtained hundreds of pages of
records relating to the conven-
tion in response to an Open Rec-
ords Act request filed with the of-
fice of Agriculture Commission-
er James Comer.

The records are not clear
about whether the reward points

were related to a
$67,730 bill paid
by association or
an $11,640 bill
paid by the state
agency, or both.

The records in-
clude a June 30,
2008, email from
Marriott that be-

gins, “Dear Richie Farmer, thank
you for holding your recent event
at one of the participating Marri-

ott locations. This message con-
firmsthatyouearned55,000Mar-
riott Rewards points for holding
your event at the Lexington Grif-
fin Gate Resort. These Marriott
Rewards points were added to
your Marriott Rewards account
on 06/30/2008.”

Other records include an
email dated May 30, 2008, in
which Farmer’s executive assis-
tant sent his Marriott Rewards
account number to the depart-

ment official who was coordinat-
ing planning for the convention.

Holly VonLuehrte, general
counsel for the Agriculture De-
partment, said in an interview
Tuesday, “It is our understanding
from the individual that was
managing this situation for the
department that she was directed
to ensure that those points were
credited to the former commis-
sioner.”

The website for Marriott Re-
wards says members can pur-

FARMER GOT 55,000 HOTEL POINTS
Ex-official was host of 2008 agriculture conventionBy Tom Loftus

tloftus@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

See FARMER, Page B6
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The University of Louisville
hopes to recover more than
$460,000 that a former employee
stole from its Equine Industry
Program over four years.

If Alisha Ward cannot make
full restitution, university insur-
ance will cover
the remainder of
the losses, save a
$2,500 deduct-
ible, U of L
spokesman
Mark Hebert
said.

Ward, 41,
pleaded guilty
Monday in U.S.
District Court to six counts of
wire fraud and money launder-
ing.

In exchange for her plea, U.S.
Attorney David Hale’s office is
recommending a sentence of
three years and one month. The
agreement also requires Ward to
pay restitution of $461,889. She
will be sentenced July 9.

Ward was fired last year from
a $42,000-a-year job as the equine
program’s senior coordinator af-
ter being accused in a university
audit of faking signatures, doc-
toring invoices and making bogus
PayPal accounts to embezzle the
funds.

Ward spent the money on such

U of L
hopes to
recover
funds
Equine employee
stole $460,000-plus
By Chris Otts
cotts@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

Ward

See EMBEZZLE, Page B3

Kentucky had yet to
secure the 2012 nation-
al championship Mon-
day night in the Super-
dome and two national
media outlets — USA
Today and ESPN — had
already settled on their
pre-season polls for the
2013 season. ... Both
picked Tom Crean’s
Indiana team No. One.

MORE ONLINE
Read the rest from col-
umnist Rick Bozich at
http://blogs.courier-jour-
nal.com/rickbozich
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Five groups are in the run-
ning to win a contract to build a
new Interstate 65 bridge and the
roads leading to it on both sides
of the Ohio River.

The Kentucky Transporta-
tion Cabinet announced that the
five teams responded to a “re-
quest for qualifications,” which
expired Monday afternoon. The
state plans to narrow that list to
three finalists on April16, with a
winning bidder chosen in Octo-
ber.

The groups now under con-

sideration are:
» Cross River Constructors

LLC, which includes Fluor En-
terprises, based in Greenville,
S.C.; Acciona Infraestructuras
S.A. of Madrid; and Lane Con-
struction Corp, based in the
Cheshire, Conn.

Among Fluor's projects are
the east span of California’s Bay
Bridge between San Francisco
and Oakland and toll lanes in the
Washington, D.C., area.

» Kentucky Indiana Bridge
Partners, a partnership between
San Francisco-based Bechtel
and Tutor Perini of Sylmar,
Calif.

Bechtel’s work includes Bos-
ton's “Big Dig” and the English
Channel tunnel connecting Eng-
land and France. Tutor Perini is
involved in the Alaskan Way Via-

duct replacement in Seattle.
» Ohio River Transportation

Constructors, a venture among
Kiewit of Omaha, Neb.; Traylor
Bros. of Evansville, Ind.; Kokos-
ing Construction Co. of Freder-
icktown, Ohio; and the Massman
Construction Co. of Kansas City,
Mo.

Kiewit’s projects include the
Tacoma Narrows Bridge in
Washington and the Interstate
10 bridges in New Orleans.

» Skanska, Flatiron, Draga-
dos USA. The venture includes
Skanska of Stockholm, Sweden;
Flatiron of Firestone, Colo., and
Dragados of Madrid.

Flatiron built a new Lake
Champlain Bridge in northern
New York. Skanska is involved
in the rehabilitation of the
Brooklyn Bridge.

» Walsh Construction Co.
Walsh, of Chicago, rebuilt and
widened Interstate 70 in Indian-
apolis and has worked on other
bridges and highways.

Kentucky is responsible for
the $1.3 billion downtown por-
tion of the $2.6 billion Ohio River
Bridges Project — a new span
next to the existing Kennedy
Bridge, a rebuilt Spaghetti Junc-
tion interchange and the roads
leading to the new bridge in
Southern Indiana.

Early construction work is
expected before the end of the
year, with Kentucky’s share of
the project finished by
mid-2018, according to the
Transportation Cabinet.

Reporter Marcus Green can be
reached at (502) 582-4675.

Five vie to build downtown bridge
State will narrow
teams to 3 finalists
By Marcus Green
magreen@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

It wasn’t easy for Deborah Nassozi.
When she came to the United States from

Uganda about five years ago, she spoke only
a little English. But Deborah said her family
wanted her to benefit from an American edu-
cation. After years of work, she found herself
among an elite group of Louisville high
school seniors being honored for their
achievements.

Forty-eight students were recognized
Tuesday during the annual Mayor’s Out-
standing High School Seniors Awards at the
old Jefferson County Courthouse.

The students from public and private
schools were nominated for the award by
school administrators.

The awards weren’t only for academic

CITY’S TOP-GRADE
STUDENTS HONORED

Presentation Academy senior Kim Hollkamp, center, and other students gather at the old Jefferson County Courthouse on Tuesday
for the Mayor’s Outstanding High School Seniors award ceremony. PHOTOS BY DAVID R. LUTMAN/SPECIAL TO THE COURIER-JOURNAL

Parents and students mingle around the statue of Henry Clay in the
courthouse rotunda during a reception honoring the Louisville seniors.

48 outstanding seniors
gain mayor’s recognition
By Joseph Lord
jlord@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

MEET ALL THE STUDENTS
To see photos and information about the seniors, visit www.courier-journal.com.See SENIORS, Page B6
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