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Cholesterol?
L-MARC Research Center is conducting a clinical research
study of an investigational medication for high cholesterol
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VISIT MACYS.COM AND CLICK ON STORES FOR LOCAL STORE HOURS.

TODAY'S THE DAY!
SHOP 9AM-11PM!
HOURS MAY VARY BY STORE; SEE BELOW.

DON’T MISS OUR
MORNING SPECIALS

9AM-1PM!
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DAY
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FREE SHIPPING AT MACYS.COM WITH $99 ONLINE
PURCHASE. NO PROMO CODE NEEDED; EXCLUSIONS APPLY.
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reached that goal,” she
said.

The state of Indiana led
the nation in total amount
of toxic discharges to wa-
terways, with more than 27
million pounds, the report
found. Indiana was fol-
lowed by Virginia, Nebras-
ka, Texas and Louisiana.

Kentucky was 13th with
6.6 million pounds of toxic
discharges. Some of the
chemicals in both states
were associated with can-
cer, reproductive prob-
lems and developmental
problems.

While the Ohio is, by all
accounts, much cleaner
than it was a generation or
two ago when it was used as
an open sewer for indus-
tries and millions of toilets,
the study shows that some
industries continue to use
the 981-mile river con-
tinues as a way to dispose
of waste.

“It’s still an industrial,
working river,” said Judy
Petersen, executive direc-
tor of the Kentucky Water-
ways Alliance, an advocacy
group not affiliated with
the report. “It receives a lot
of toxic discharges.

“I think the question is,
‘What are our goals for the
Ohio River?’ I think our
goals are to continue clean-
ing it up (and) improving
recreation and fishing in
the Ohio River,” Petersen
said. “We still have a lot of
work to do.”

The study was based on
discharges into the nation’s
waterways that industry
reported for 2010 to the
U.S. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency under the
EPA’s Toxics Release In-
ventory.

Not all pollutants that
were dumped are equally a
threat to people or the envi-
ronment. Some can cause
harm at very low concen-
trations, while others are
less risky.

Most of the releases na-
tionally and 93 percent of
the discharges into the
Ohio River were nitrate
compounds, and Peter Ten-
nant, executive director of
the Ohio River Valley Wa-
ter Sanitation Commission,
said they fall into the less
risky category. The eight-
state ORSANCO monitors
water quality and sets stan-
dards for the Ohio River.

Nitrate compounds do
not appear to be having a
significant impact in the
Ohio because of dilution
caused by the large volume
of water in the river, Ten-
nant said. They can cause
“blue baby syndrome,”
which causes a baby’s skin
to turn blue when nitrates
impair oxygen delivery to
the infant’s tissue.

But Tennant said that
only occurs when nitrates
are at much higher concen-
trations than is typically
found in both Ohio River
water and in treated drink-
ing water from the Ohio.

Vinyard acknowledged
that water treatment can
effectively reduce nitrate
levels in tap water but said
they still are posing envi-
ronmental threats in the
Ohio, such as algae blooms,
which can lower oxygen

levels available for aquatic
life. The report also noted
that nitrates from the Mis-
sissippi River Basin, which
includes the Ohio River,
have been blamed for con-
tributing to a massive oxy-
gen-depleted “dead zone”
in the Gulf of Mexico.

Petersen said some of
the pollutants discharged
into the Ohio can harm peo-
ple, even in small doses.
For example, she said she is
particularly concerned
about heavy metals such as
mercury, which is a neuro-
toxin that accumulates in
the environment. Several
states, including Kentucky,
warn people to limit or
avoid eating fish from the
Ohio River because of mer-
cury in them.

“A little bit of mercury
goes a long way toward
problems in the popula-
tion,” she said.

The report identified
the two largest discharging
plants on the Ohio as AK
Steel at Rockport, Ind., and
North American Stainless
in Carroll County, Ky. AK
Steel’s discharges were 24
million pounds in 2010,
more than two-thirds of the
total by weight released
into the Ohio.

Barry L. Racey, direc-
tor of government and pub-
lic relations for AK Steel,
said the plant produces
stainless steel for automo-
tive parts and other uses. A
cleaning process at the
plant uses nitric acid,
which gets treated and re-
leased into the Ohio River
as a wastewater containing
nitrates.

The size of the releases
as reported to the EPA do
not “indicate anything ille-
gal or indiscriminate or
any disregard for the envi-
ronment” and are within
what the government al-
lows, he said.

He also said that fertiliz-
er adds a much greater
amount of nitrates into the

Ohio River but those num-
bers are not required to be
added up and reported.

Tennant confirmed that
assessment.

He also said Indiana and
Kentucky regulators have
told ORSANCO that the two
companies are meeting the
requirements of their per-
mits. But he said he’s as-
signed a staff member to
look into why theseand oth-
er industrial plants are dis-
charging as much as they
do.

“All permitted dis-
charges of waste water
from Kentucky operations
into the Ohio River are re-
quired to comply with all
applicable state and feder-
al water quality stan-
dards,” said R. Bruce Scott,
commissioner of the Ken-
tucky Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection.

The Environment
America “report suggests
that the federal Clean Wa-
ter Act and federal and
state policy in general need
to change in order to fur-
ther reduce the level of pol-
lutants that are currently
authorized to be released
into surface waters.”

Amy Hartsock, a
spokeswoman for the Indi-
ana Department of Envi-
ronmental Management,
downplayed the big dis-
charge number reported
for AK Steel.

Reported discharges
from the Toxics Release In-
ventory “cannot be used to
draw conclusions to human
health or the environ-
ment,” she said in a written
statement.

“IDEM holds all permit-
ted facilities in Indiana, in-
cluding AK Steel, account-
able for meeting health-
based water quality stan-
dards approved by U.S.
EPA and designed to pro-
tect human health and the
environment,” she said.

The Louisville Water
Co. said its customers

should not be concerned
about the quality of water
that comes out of their taps.

“Water treatment re-
moves and reduces con-
taminants in drinking wa-
ter to levels regulated by
the EPA,” said company
spokeswomanKelleyDear-
ing Smith.

She said that “the quali-
ty of our source water is
crucial — that’s why we’re
doing advanced treatment,
like riverbank filtration,
and operate an EPA-certi-
fied laboratory. We meet
and exceed all the EPA re-
quirements for drinking
water.”

Reporter James Bruggers can
be reached at (502) 582-4645.

OHIO: River tops nation in pollution discharges
Continued from Page A1

Ohio River (IL, IN, KY, OH, PA, WV) 32.1 million pounds
Mississippi River (AR, IA, IL, KY, LA, MN, MO, MS, TN, WI) 12.7 million pounds
New River (NC, VA) 12.5 million pounds
Savannah River (GA, SC) 9.6 million pounds
Delaware River (DE, NJ, PA) 6.7 million pounds

Pounds of toxic
chemicals discharged in 2010

Less than 1 million

1-3 million

3-7.5 million

7.5-15 million
More than 15 million

INDUSTRIAL DISCHARGES OF
TOXIC CHEMICALS TO WATERWAYS

RIVERS THAT RECEIVE THE
MOST TOXIC DISCHARGES IN THE UNITED STATES
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
SOURCE: Wasting Our Waterways 2012 report, by Environment America and Frontier Group
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KABUL, Afghanistan —
The chief Afghan investi-
gator in last month’s slay-
ings of 17 civilians says
there’s strong evidence
that only one killer was in-
volved.

That view puts him at
odds with Afghanistan’s
president, Hamid Karzai.

U.S. Army Staff Sgt.
Robert Bales has been
charged with premeditated
murder in the deaths of
eight adults and nine chil-
dren from the villages of
Najiban and Alkozai in the
southern province of Kan-
dahar. He’s also charged
with six counts of attempt-
ed murder and assault.

U.S. authorities have
said they think Bales acted

alone, but the suspicion
that more than one person
was responsible for the
shooting spree is wide-
spread in Afghanistan.

Afghan army chief Gen.
Sher Mohammad Karimi,
whom Karzai sent to Kan-
dahar to investigate the
massacre, told McClatchy
Newspapers that two sur-
vivors he interviewed of-
fered credible accounts
that the killings were the
act of a lone person.

“They told me the same
thing,” Karimi said. “They
both said there was (only)
one individual who came to
their house.”

The number of shooters
in the March11incident has
been a matter of rampant
speculation in Afghanistan
even though U.S. officials
have said all along that

Bales, who’s in custody at
Fort Leavenworth, Kan., is
the only suspect.

The “multiple attack-
ers” claim played off pub-
lic outrage at the killings
and may have bolstered-
Karzai’s standing at home.

The dueling accounts
also have raised questions
about the viability of the
U.S. military investigation
against Bales, which is ex-
pected to rely on the testi-
mony of villagers who are
the only witnesses. U.S. of-
ficials have said some vil-
lagers will be taken to the
United States to testify at
Bales’ military trial.

Karimi said that while
there was strong evidence
pointing to the ”one shoot-
er“ theory, many questions
about the killings remained
unanswered.

Afghan investigator: Only one
gunman likely in village killings
By Jon Stephenson
McClatchy Newspapers
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