
which began Sunday. It is an
annual initiative to promote
open government.

According to a report last
December by the Cabinet
for Health and Family Serv-
ices, 111 children died as a
result of abuse or neglect be-
tween July 1, 2008, and June
30 of last year.

Amy Dye, a 9-year-old
Todd County girl who was
beaten to death by her
adoptive brother in Febru-
ary 2011, was not included
among the 18 counted last
year because she was not
killed by a custodial parent,
according the cabinet.

The Dye case has been at
the center of the controversy
over whether the cabinet’s
records involving child
deaths and near deaths
should be public.

The Todd County Stan-
dard, a weekly newspaper,

sued the state to get the
records, and on Nov. 3,
Franklin Circuit Judge
Phillip Shepherd ruled that
newspapers were entitled to
all files involving children
who died as a result of abuse
or neglect in cases where the
children had previous con-
tact with the cabinet. The
cabinet fought the ruling
until December, when Gov.
Steve Beshear announced
that the files would be re-
leased.

The files showed the cab-
inet never did an internal fa-
tality review after the girl’s
death.

The governor, however,
has defended the state’s ef-
forts to keep some child
abuse records closed. In an
op-ed he sent to newspa-
pers recently, Beshear said
that the state is “not trying
to camouflage the actions of
the cabinet or its workers.”

“That information is al-

ready being provided and
we will continue to do so.
But increased openness has
to be implemented in a con-
sistent and thoughtful way
that holds the best interests
of the child as its paramount
priority. That is our top and
only concern,” the governor
wrote. “There are very real
consequences — some-
times unintended — to
eliminating confidentiality.”

Jon Fleischaker, the attor-
ney representing the Todd
County Standard in the Amy
Dye open records case and
The Courier-Journal in an-
other child abuse case, tes-
tified before the Senate
Health and Welfare Com-
mittee in January, accusing
the state of ignoring both
state and federal judicial
rulings.

Fleischaker said the cab-
inet claims it needs confi-
dentiality to protect
children. “But it hasn’t pro-

tected the children,” he told
the committee.

In an interview Thurs-
day, Fleischaker said that
the press has played a
major role, not only in ex-
posing the cabinet’s per-
formance and secrecy, but
by fighting the issue in
court.

“I think that’s a really im-
portant point,” he said.
“Newspapers still have the
power to battle these things
by going public and writing
stories and editorials, as
well as by filing lawsuits.”

Fleischaker, who is a co-
author of the state’s 1976
Open Records Act, said that
what the newspapers’ re-
porting and the court case
have shown is that the cabi-
net hasn’t always done a
good job in investigating
child abuse cases, and that
it has covered up its mis-
takes.

“They always talk about
protecting children, but in
reality, they’re protecting
themselves in these cases,”
he said.

Earlier this year, the sec-

retary of the cabinet, Janie
Miller, resigned, and there
has been increased legisla-
tive scrutiny of the cabinet’s
performance.

Westrom’s House Bill 200
would create an external re-
view panel on child fatali-
ties and near fatalities and
require that information
about those cases be made
public. 

She also has another bill,
House Bill 239, that would
allow judges to open family
court proceedings to the
public.
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It’s all about the Water!
The City of Danville and HDR will be sponsoring a public meeting to 
discuss the new water treatment plant and how it will affect every 
water customer. 

The meeting will address the need for updating the facility, the costs 
associated with the new construction and long-term planning for 
water production and sales by the City of Danville. There will also 
be a computer presentation of the conceptual design of the new 
plant.

If you live in, or you buy water from, the City of Danville, this is your 
opportunity to ask questions and to voice opinions and concerns 
about the project. 

When:  Tuesday, March 13. 2012
Where:  Danville City Hall

Time:  6:30 p.m.

For more information, please visit our website at 
www.danvilleky.org or visit HDRs website danvillewtp.com to 

see current progress on the water plant expansion.
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RECORDS, from A1

“Hopefully (the public
service announcements)
will have an impact on
someone else’s life,” Cleve-
land said after the plea.

e charge carries a five-
year sentence if he fails to
complete the diversion and
probation programs.

Shoemaker’s parents
were at the courthouse but
were not in the courtroom at
the time the plea was en-
tered.

Formal sentencing is set
for April 27.

CRASH, from A1

The Community Arts
Center just completed a
successful event,
“Space...Imagine That!”
which required months of
planning and creating.

Long spent many  hours
during the program, he
said, in character as a
bearded “Galileo,” rele-
gated to a dark dungeon.

What do you do when
you are Brandon Long, sit-
ting in the dark?

“Oh I wrote a lot of
songs,” he said. “And
thought of some other
things I could do ...”

Did he always know he
would be an artist?

“Every kid wants to be a
paleontologist first and
then some other thing. My
other thing was ‘artist.’ I
was telling people in
kindergarten that I was an
artist,” he said.

He had won a coloring
contest, he said, and that
was all it took to set him
on a lifetime of being in
love with tapping into the
flow of creativity and shar-
ing this with others.

“That’s one of the things
that’s so important,” he
said. “To get kids involved,
early on. My daughter has

no idea there is an end to
art the same way she does-
n’t consider there might
be an end to art supplies.
When I was a kid, I would
have an idea and then I’d
worry that the idea wasn’t
good enough — important
enough — to go into my
sketchbook, so instead I’d
use my lined paper and
then have this great thing
on lined paper and an
empty sketchbook that I
was afraid to use. My
daughter doesn’t have to
have any of that. She just
makes art.”

Not that she has learned
to take her gifts and ad-

vantages for granted.
“She realizes art is also a

business,” he said. “Not
long ago, she got to the
end of the day and com-
plained ‘I didn’t get to play
today!’ She had been
drawing and coloring all
day but, you know, it’s
hard work, too.”

Long is one of the fortu-
nate ones who knows the
answer right away when
asked if he has an assign-
ment here on Earth.

“To promote creativity
— as a way of life, ” he
said. “I’m not talking
about just painting pic-
tures, although that is im-

portant. I’m talking about
creativity for solving prob-
lems. Creative people go
into a situation without
knowing exactly what they
will do, but they trust they
will figure it out.”

Long has created a pro-
gram called “Arts Cart” to
take art out into the com-
munity to disabled adults
and kids.

He was one of the pre-
senters at the PechaKucha
event at the Arts Center in
which participants present
20 images every 20 sec-
onds in a Japanese de-
signed information
-sharing format. He told

the group how he made a
guitar out of bamboo.

He recently was hon-
ored by the Heart of
Danville with the Heart &
Soul Award for people who
put their heart and soul
into what they do for the
community.

“Art exists for a reason,”
Long said. “That’s how we
even know how old hu-
manity is, is because
someone made some-
thing, to say ‘I was here. I
existed.’ I don’t know how
anyone can live their
whole lives and not want
to be involved in creating
something.”

PEOPLE, from A1

Nixon love letters 
show his soft side

YORBA LINDA, Calif. (AP) — Long before Richard Nixon
rose to power and fell from grace, he was just another man
in love.

Decades before he became known to some as “Tricky
Dick,” Nixon was the one penning nicknames (sweet ones)
to his future bride in gushy love notes that reveal a surpris-
ingly soft and romantic side of the man taken down by Wa-
tergate. Nixon shared the stage with Patricia Ryan in a
community theater production, and six of the dozens of let-
ters they exchanged during their two-year courtship will be
unveiled Friday at the Richard Nixon Presidential Library
and Museum as part of an exhibit celebrating the 100th
birthday of the woman Nixon playfully called his “Irish
gypsy.”

In Nixon’s letters, he recalls their first meeting in flowery
prose, daydreams about their future together and waxes
poetic about the first time his “dearest heart” agreed to take
a drive with him.

“Every day and every night I want to see you and be with
you. Yet I have no feeling of selfish ownership or jealousy,”
he writes in one undated letter. “Let’s go for a long ride Sun-
day; let’s go to the mountains weekends; let’s read books in
front of fires; most of all, let’s really grow together and find
the happiness we know is ours.”

Eighteen years after his death, the correspondence offers
a tiny window into a fiercely private side of Nixon that al-
most no one ever saw and represents a love letter of sorts
to fans of the 37th president, who were infuriated when the
National Archives took over the museum and overhauled
it to include a detailed chronicle of Watergate.

“ese letters are fabulous. It’s a totally different person
from the Watergate tapes that people know. President
Nixon started out as an idealistic young man ready to con-
quer the world and with Pat Ryan he knew he could do it.
ere’s a lot of hope, there’s a lot of tenderness and it’s very
poetic,” said Olivia Anastasiadis, supervisory museum cu-
rator.

“He loved her, he was absolutely enthralled by her and
that’s all he thought about.”

e letters stand in stark contrast to the grim-faced
leader forced to resign in 1974, disgraced.

Instead, Nixon comes across as an ardent and persistent
suitor in the letters, which date from 1938 to just before the
couple’s marriage in June 1940.

e two met while auditioning for “e Dark Tower” in
the Southern California town of Whittier and dated for two
years until Nixon proposed to his sweetheart on the south
Orange County cliffs overlooking the Pacific Ocean. He
later delivered her engagement ring in a small basket over-
flowing with mayflowers. ey were married in a small cer-
emony on June 21, 1940.

Pieces of the puzzle:
Workers with Wilder Enter-
prises of Richmond place
fiberglass columns on the
front of the new Mercer
County Judicial Center today. 

Clay Jackson/
cjackson@amnews.com


