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Crab Orchard students visit Pine Mountain Settlement

BByy  NNaatthhaanniieell  SSeetthh  CCrreeeecchh
Local fifth grade students at Crab Orchard

Elementary School went on a three-day field
trip last week to Pine Mountain Settlement
School where they learned about Life in an
Appalachian environment.

The students took classes that involved stream
ecology, Early Settlers, Native Americans and at
night, they took a night hike up the Mountain.
Folk dancing, a personal favorite of mine, taught
the students how pioneers used to dance.

All students enjoyed the trip.
“I’ll never forget this in my life,” said Crab

Orchard student Landon Meek.
Some of the students got scared during their

stream ecology class because the teacher asked
the students if they wanted to hold a snake.
Some went to the back of the room. However,

many students enjoyed holding a live corn
snake called, “Mazie.” During this class, stu-
dents also got to go to a cool mountain stream
and saw firsthand how some different types of
aquatic life live.

Most students loved the Native American
classes. There we found a rock called “oker”
that the Native Americans would use to paint
their faces. We also got to eat many wild plants.
All were good except one which was used as
an antibiotic.

Last, but not least, was a favorite class of mine
called “Early Settlers.” Most liked it because
they learned how to weave on a loom. Others
liked it because they got to use pioneer tools and
make an oak shingle. All enjoyed visiting the
Creech’s cabin where we learned firsthand how
an early settler would live 200 years ago.

Pine Mountain Settlement School was an
experience we will never forget.

BByy  MMaarraa  LLeeoonnaarrdd
Have you ever waded

through a cold mountain
stream looking for insect
larva? Well last week, the 5th
grade students at Crab
Orchard Elementary School
went to Pine Mountain
Settlement School. This is a
place in Harlan County for
kids to learn about the moun-

tain history of Appalachia.
Some of the classes that stu-

dents took were stream ecolo-
gy, early settlers and Native
Americans. Stream ecology
was where kids got to wade in
the creeks and streams. They
learned about crustacean larva
and insects that lived in the
streams. “I liked to wrap a
snake around my neck in

stream ecology”, said Shelby
Gilpin.

The Native American class
was where kids got to eat the
wild plants. Some of the plants
were really really nasty! But
most of them were really
good.

In the early settler’s class,
we got to make oak shingles. I
thought mine smelled like dill
pickles! We also got to weave
on a loom.

At night, we all get to have
a little fun at free time. Then
comes the real fun with the
night hike and the folk danc-
ing.

On the night hike, our guide
taught us a few tricks like put-
ting a mint in your mouth,
chew it, and watch it glow!
The folk dancing was fun
because we got to dance with
other people.

Those are just a few things
that students enjoyed about
our Pine Mountain field trip. I
think that this is a field trip that
we will remember forever!

Johnathan Cromer and Michael Crawley wade out in the creek during stream ecol-
ogy class.

Brecken Wren and Samuel Bullock examine what they
found during stream ecology class.

Mara Leonard and Alexia Witt look at their
find from the creek during stream ecology.

Nathan Creech and his father enjoy mak-
ing shingles together.

Students enjoy field trip


