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With offices in Boyd and Jessamine Counties
606.929.9700 | 877.929.9700

You can monitor rates, apply for a loan and track the
progress of your mortgage right from your computer.

Check out our NEW Mortgage Center Our fixed rate
programs include:

√ FHA

√ VA

√ 0% Down Rural
Development Loans

√ Conventional Loans

√ Reverse Mortgages

@ townsquarebank.com

By CARRIE STAMBAUGH
The Independent

Absentee voting ahead of  Ken-
tucky’s May 22 primary has begun
in some areas or will begin in the
coming days through walk-in vot-
ing or mail-in ballots.
Voters who are not able to get to

the polls on primary day for quali-
fied reasons may request mail-in
absentee ballots from their local
county clerks’ offices. 
The deadline to seek a mailed

absentee ballot is seven days be-

fore an election. 
According to the Kentucky Sec-

retary of  State’s website, a voter

must fulfill one of  the following
qualifications to obtain a mail-in
ballot:

‰advanced age, disability, ill-
ness or medical emergency

‰member of  the armed forces
or the dependent of  a member of
the armed forces

‰military personnel confined to
a military base on Election Day

‰temporarily residing overseas
but are still eligible to vote in Ken-
tucky

‰student attending school out-
side the county of  voter registra-

tion
‰temporarily live outside the

state but are still eligible to vote in
Kentucky

‰incarcerated in jail and
charged but not convicted of  a
felony

‰work outside the county and
unable to vote by walk-in absentee
voting 
Those who do not qualify for a

paper absentee ballot and meet
one of  the following conditions
may vote on absentee ballot on a
voting machine in their county

clerks’ offices at least 12 days be-
fore an election.

‰out of the county on Election
Day

‰pregnant in third trimester
‰member or employee of  the

county board of elections, deputy
clerk, alternate precinct officer or
appointed to a precinct other than
that in which registered

‰member of  the armed forces
who will be confined to base with-
in the county on Election Day and

Absentee voting begins ahead of primary
Voter info
Voter registration books close at the end of the
business day Monday, and will not open until
the week after the primary election. Kentucky
has closed-party primary elections. If voters
choose a different party registration other
than Democrat or Republican, they cannot
vote in their respective primaries, but may
vote in nonpartisan city and judicial primaries.
For more information, visit elect.ky.gov.

See VOTING / Page A3

I
’m a member of  the first gener-
ation of  women who have been
told from birth and always be-
lieved it to be absolutely true,

“You can do, or be, anything you
want to.” 
An Astronaut? Absolutely.
A stay-at-home mom? Of course.
CEO of a Fortune 500 Company?

You could start your own. 
Our mothers and grandmothers

have always told us,
you are an American
Woman, you have
what no other
women in the world
have: Control of
your own body and
therefore your own
destiny. Go out in
the world and do
something we could-
n’t have imagined.
Like many women

my age, the sacri-
fices and struggles of
the generations be-
fore — just one or

two generations back — that secured
those freedoms and rights were never
recounted with much detail or gusto.
We learned about women's rights in
history class. That was the appropri-
ate place it seemed. 
The advances women had made

were permanent. Things could and
would never go back to the way they
were before. Women would never be
second-class citizens who couldn't vote
or were discouraged from working
outside the home. Or so we were told.
Sure, there was room for improve-

ment. Eradicating sexual harassment,
closing the wage gaps, expanding
women's role in combat and shatter-
ing the few glass ceilings, were a few
of the targets that remained. 
But the biggest and most important

issue, the one that held the key to
achieving equality in all those other
areas, had already been settled.
Women own our bodies. We have

the right, just like men, to sexual free-
dom. No one could tell us what we
could or couldn't do with them, or
what we had to do with them. 
Our bodies were ours. And only

ours. Reproductive decisions were to
be based on an individuals’ own
morality not what the law said. 
Maybe that's why in the year before

I turn 30, I'm aghast at what is hap-
pening right before my eyes.

A woman’s
call to arms

CARRIE
STAMBAUGH
Staff writer

By KENNETH HART
The Independent

ASHLAND The following informa-
tion was taken from Ashland Police
Department reports:

Theft
‰A woman living in the 2500

block of  Euclid Avenue on
Wednesday reported a riding
lawn mower and a two rings had
been stolen from her residence
and pawned.

‰A woman on Thursday re-
ported the theft of a sports bag contain-
ing a digital camera and a cell phone
charger from the labor and delivery waiting
room at King’s Daughters Medical Center.

Weapons offense
‰Police on Wednesday arrested Anthony

H. Ridley, 57, of Columbus, Ohio, on a charge
of possession of a handgun by a con-
victed felon. Ridley also had an ad-
ditional outstanding warrant, ac-
cording to the APD.
Ridley was lodged in the Boyd
County Detention Center.

Credit card fraud
‰A woman living in the 3300

block of  Pinehaven Drive on
Wednesday reported someone
had made unauthorized pur-

chases on her credit card.

KENNETH HART can be reached at khart@dailyin-
dependent.com or (606) 326-2654.

Woman reports
theft of mower, rings

By TIM PRESTON
The Independent

ASHLANDYou don’t need
the classic baritone voice
of  a radio announcer to
make extra money in the
voice-over industry, ac-
cording to David Bour-
geois, president and cre-
ative director of  Voice
Coaches.
A class titled “Getting

Paid to Talk: Making Mon-
ey With Your Voice” on
May 17 at Ashland Com-
munity and Technical Col-
lege will provide people
with an interest in the
voice-over business with
an introduction to an in-

dustry that has continued
to flourish despite tough
economic times.
“This will be an upbeat

but realistic introduction
to the world of
voiceovers,” Bourgeois
said, adding many tend to
think commercials and ad-
vertising are the primary
markets for voice-over
artists, even though that is
only about 10 percent of
the available work.
“Most of  it is narrative

voice over — audio books,
training and educational
materials, video games
and even telephone sys-
tems. This class is really
for anybody who is curi-

ous,” he said.
Acknowledging the

Ashland area’s abundance
of health-care workers,
Bourgeois said those who
bring practical experience
to the voice-over business
tend to “have a natural ad-
vantage” because they un-
derstand the essentials of
particular fields.
“Twenty-five years ago,

voice over was male domi-
nated and you had to have
that low voice and be near
a big city,” he said. “We
have moved away from
‘the announcer.’ Today, we
listen for voices that are

ACTC offers class on
basics of voiceovers

See VOICE / Page A3

By TIM PRESTON
The Independent

ASHLAND From a field of  17 con-
testants, 10 talented musicians re-
ceived their “golden tickets” to the
semifinals of  the Country Music
Highway Road To Fame competition
Thursday evening at Ashland’s
Paramount Arts Center.
Dustin Burchett, Morgan Mc-

Glone, Whitney Barnett, Haley Clay,
Samantha Fisher, Devin Hale, Ciara
James, Ben Childers, Bronson Bush
and Shelby Lore earned the applause
of the nearly 350 people in the audi-
ence, as well as the panel of  three
judges. With the win, each moves on
to the semi-final round.
Burchett, of  Grayson, cited his

grandfather Russell Lucas as his
musical inspiration before plugging
his guitar into the P.A. and landing
his spot in the top 10 with an original
song called “She Likes to Drive my
Truck.” Before the competition,
Burchett said he strongly advises
any musician who wants to be heard
to audition for next year’s talent
showdown.
“The bad thing is, this isn’t even

half  of  what we have here. There is
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Dustin Burchett, of Grayson, plays his guitar and sings a song he wrote titled “She Likes to Drive
My Truck” during the Country Music Highway Road to Fame competition at the Paramount Arts
Center in Ashland Thursday.  

Competition heats up
Road to Fame
contestants
whittled down
to semifinalists

Whitney Barnett of Ashland sings dur-
ing the Road to Fame competition.See WOMEN / Page A3

See FAME / Page A6


