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By MIKE JAMES
The Independent

ASHLAND David Greene
was talking about fathers
to social service profes-
sionals who work with
families — mainly moth-
ers and children.
That is because when it

comes to single-parent
families, in most cases the
father is absent. And with
two-parent families in cri-
sis, social service workers
step in when child abuse
or neglect are issues.
And often the issue in-

volves the father.
Working with families

requires, particularly
when abuse is involved, re-

quires more than theory
to get the job done, said
Greene, who spoke Thurs-
day during a child abuse
prevention conference at
Ashland Community and
Technical College.
“The key is practical

means to assist families,”
he said.
Greene has had more

than a decade to amass an
arsenal of  hands-on skills
for working with at-risk
children and families: now
in his second year as prin-
cipal of  Verity Middle
School, he was principal at
the former Hatcher Ele-
mentary for eight years

PREVENTING 
CHILD ABUSE:

Fathers 
need to
step up
Conference talks of
‘practical’ approach
to assist families

By KENNETH HART
The Independent

CANNONSBURG The Boyd
County Community Center
will host its first event next
month, and a dedication
and open house will also be
there later in the month.

According to Judge-Ex-
ecutive William “Bud”
Stevens, Boyd County
High School will have its
prom in the building on
May 5.
“The school came to us

and asked about having
the prom there because of

the square footage,” he
said. “I told them, ‘Sure,
that’s what it’s there for.’”
The building, a former

horse barn near the inter-
section of  Ky. 3 and Ky. 180
in Cannonsburg, has ap-
proximately 14,000 square
feet of  floor space,

Stevens said.
Stevens said he’d also

had inquiries about using
the center for events such
as weddings. He said he
was in the process of  put-
ting together a board to

Boyd Community Center to
host first event next month

FRANKFORT (AP) A $4.5
billion transportation
budget cleared the Senate
Appropriations and Rev-
enue Committee on
Thursday, but not before
Republicans inserted lan-
guage that would restore
nearly $50 million in road
construction projects that
had been vetoed by Demo-
cratic Gov. Steve Beshear.
Appropriations and

Revenue Committee
Chairman Bob Leeper cit-

ed a “fit of conscience” for
his push to restore the
money, saying Beshear un-
fairly removed the projects
earlier this week. The proj-
ects were all in the district
of Beshear’s chief Repub-
lican rival, Senate Presi-
dent David Williams.
“I’m a firm believer in

trying to do the right
thing, and I don’t think
that was the right thing,”

$4.5 billion
clears; road
projects
restored

Performance dates for the musical
are tonight and Saturday at 8 p.m.
with a matinee performance on Sun-
day at 2:30 p.m. in the J. B. Sowards
Theatre. 
Written by ACTC’s Edward Fig-

gins, “From Broadway to Hollywood”
was first presented in the summer or
1998 as part of two productions for
Ashland Summer Musical Theatre.
The show not only chronicles the

music of Broadway and Hollywood,
but also a day in the lives of the peo-

ple directly affected by the entertain-
ment industry.
Leading characters include two

young upcoming Broadway perform-
ers, an aging Hollywood actress, a
Broadway theater critic, a Hollywood
movie star and a former Broadway
chorus member now selling papers in
Times Square.  
The exciting lives of these people,

along with the added characters that
they encounte, tells a story of hopes
and dreams that come to life.

By SHANNON MILLER
The Independent

ASHLANDThree firefighters were
sworn in Thursday evening at the

meeting of  the Ashland Board of
City Commissioners.
Fire Chief Scott Penick stood at

the podium in front of  commis-
sioners and the public and read a

quote about the duties that must
be taken on by firefighters. 
“We think it’s an honor to serve

the citizens of  Ashland,” Penick
said.

The recruits were then asked to
come to the front and raise their
right hands as they were sworn in
and officially recognized as the
newest firefighters of the Ashland

Fire Department. After accepting
the oath with an “I do,” the fami-
lies of  each firefighter, including

Three firefighters sworn in

ACTC presents
‘From Broadway 
to Hollywood’

J.B. Sowards Theatre showtimes:
TONIGHT AND SATURDAY, 8 P.M.

SUNDAY, 2:30 P.M.

v

Big-city
dreams

ABOVE: Actresses sing the musical number “Skid Row,” from 
“Little Shop of Horrors,” during a scene of From “Broadway to 
Hollywood.” BELOW: Newspaper man Ray, played by John F. 

Freeman, sings as he opens his stand for the day. The production
includes nearly 30 songs. LEFT: Alex Lewis, a Paul G. Blazer High

School senior, sings during her aspiring actress role.
Photos by KEVIN GOLDY / THE INDEPENDENT

shland Community
and Technical Col-
lege Theater’s Dra-
ma Club will pres-
ent “From

Broadway to Hollywood,”
celebrating the talent of
the students in the Student
Showcase, this weekend.
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