
Dear Abby: My hus-
band, “Sam,” and I have
been married for 32
years, and all these years
he has lied continually. It
has gotten so bad I
cringe every time we’re
invited to family func-
tions or get-togethers
with friends. Sam uses
these gatherings to be
the star of the show,
spilling out the most out-
rageous whoppers you
can imagine.

My family knows when
he’s lying or exaggerating
about something. They
roll their eyes and nudge
me to let me know they
know. Sam fabricates the
most outlandish stories
and never owns up to
anything he has done
wrong. Instead he blames
me or others for his ac-
tions. If I confront or chal-
lenge him, he gets defen-
sive and says I’m “always”
belittling or challenging
him in front of others.

Abby, even though I
still care for this man, I
don’t have the respect I
wish I had for him. What
can I do? — Disenchan-
ted in the Land of En-
chantment

■ Dear Disenchanted:
After 32 years, there is
nothing you can do about
it. Your husband has a
personality problem —
probably related to inse-
curity — that causes him
to lie to get attention. It’s
pathetic, really. However,
to embarrass him by
pointing it out in front of
others is cruel and unpro-
ductive. Until he’s ready
to admit to himself he has
damaged his credibility
so badly no one believes
a word he says, nothing
will change.

DIVORCE DILEMMA.
Dear Abby: My close
friend “Kate” has just told

me she’s getting a di-
vorce. She confided she
cheated on her husband,
“Phil,” and says she does-
n’t want to try to work on
her marriage, even
though they have a baby
together. Kate says Phil is
a great father and he’s not
abusive — she just doesn’t
love him anymore.

This came as a shock
to me, and I’m not sure
how to be supportive.
When I divorced, my hus-
band was the one who
cheated and left me, so I
know how Kate’s husband
feels. I know I should be
sympathetic to her, but I
don’t know what to say.
Can you help? — Trying
Not to Judge

■ Dear Trying: Con-
tinue trying not to judge.
It is understandable
you’d identify with
Kate’s husband since his
position is so similar to
what you experienced. If
you know and like him,
befriend him. I’m sure
he could use a friend
right now. However, be-
fore you do, ask Kate if
she would mind. 

As to your question
about what to say to her,
all you really need to do
is acknowledge her an-
nouncement by saying,
“I’m sorry to hear it. I
hope you have given it
careful consideration.”

Dr. Wallace: I’m 16 and
the youngest child. I’ve got
two older sisters attending
college. Both of them bor-
der on brilliancy. They
were straight-A students
who were really well liked
by their teachers. I’m no
idiot, but I also don’t bor-
der on brilliancy. My
teachers, many of whom
have taught my sisters,
don’t understand I’m a
normal B student. These
teachers have accused me
of being lazy, having an “I
don’t care” attitude, and
being defiant.

All of these accusa-
tions just are not true. I
care about my studies, do
my homework and get
the best grades possible. I
know there is not much
you can do, but since you
are a former educator
maybe you can tell me
why teachers always com-
pare brothers and sisters
and think they are all
equal. — Caroline, Sacra-
mento, Calif.

■ Caroline: It’s just
human nature for people
to expect a lot from chil-
dren or siblings of those
who have a particular gift
or talent. Mickey Mantle
was a skilled and gifted
Hall of Fame baseball
player. When his twin
sons signed their first pro-
fessional contract, many
expected them to be
equally skilled in baseball
as their famous father. It
didn’t work out that way.

There is nothing
wrong with teachers ex-
pecting younger siblings
to reach the goals estab-
lished by older brothers
and sisters. When this
doesn’t occur, the teach-
ers should discuss the rea-
son why and then deal
with reality. A teacher’s
prime goal is to accept all
students the way they are
and to take them as far as
their abilities allow. Any-

thing else is unacceptable.
It might be wise if

your parents and you had
a conference with your
counselor to discuss your
concerns.

FIND SOMEONE YOUR
OWN AGE. Dr. Wallace: My
husband showed me your
column and it really up-
set me. You told a 17-
year-old girl she should
stop seeing a guy who
was 27, even though they
loved each other. I’m 17
and very happily married
to a guy who is 27. When
I first saw the column, I
thought it was intended
for my husband and me.
The girl who wrote the
letter lives in Atlanta, and
my husband and I also
live there. Everyone we
know tried to tell us not
to get married, and fortu-
nately, we didn’t listen to
them. We are a very hap-
pily married couple. Was
this letter intended for us?
If not, I hope this 17-year-
girl can work things out
with her 27-year-old guy.
— Nameless, Atlanta, Ga.

■ Nameless: The letter
wasn’t intended for you.
Once a couple marries,
they become a family,
and age difference is not
very important. I’m very
happy your husband and
you are doing well. I
know you both will con-
tinue having a loving re-
lationship. But I still will
not change my advice to
the 17-year-old girl who is
dating a 27-year-old guy. I
told her to stop seeing
this guy and find some-
one nearer to her own
age to date.

Wife’s respect for husband
shrinks as tall tales grow
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Neighbors

GETTING IT TO US
■ Neighbors submissions should be typed or
legible. The information should be clear and
concise. Include a name and daytime phone
number in case of questions. We reserve the
right to edit.
■ Submissions and photos can be emailed
to:
celebrations@thenewsenterprise.com —
engagements, births, birthdays, anniver-
saries and five generations.
or
clubs@thenewsenterprise.com — All club
news, including calendar listings for club

activities, military news, and all other general
news submissions.
■ If email is not available, fax the item(s) to
769-6965, drop them off or mail to 408 W.
Dixie Ave., Elizabethtown, KY 42701. Office
hours are from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday
through Friday. There is an after-hours drop box.

WHAT ABOUT PHOTOS?
■ Photos sent by email should be in .jpg for-
mat. Original black and white or color prints
are accepted. 
■ To have photos returned, include a self-
addressed stamped envelope; otherwise, the

photo can be picked up at the front desk up
to one month following publication.
■ Be sure to identify the people in the
photo.
■ The News-Enterprise cannot guarantee all
photos will be published.

WHAT ARE THE DEADLINES?
Neighbors runs daily and items will publish
first-come, first-serve on a space-available
basis. Celebrations get first priority to publish
on schedule.

QUESTIONS? Call 505-1751

Neighbors content
also can be seen at

www.thenewsenterprise.com
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O R G A N I Z AT I O N

Look for these community cal-
endars on the Neighbors page
inside The News-Enterprise
throughout the week.

Sundays Community Events
Mondays Support Groups

Tuesdays Military
Wednesdays Lending a Hand
Fridays Organizations

For kids’ activities, check out
the Youth Calendar in the
Schools pages each Monday.

C O M M U N I T Y  C A L E N DA R S  S C H E D U L E

Looking for something to do?

NEW CHAPTER OF FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY FORMED
A new chapter of the

Friends of the Library, a
non-profit organization
created to support and
celebrate the Public
Library of LaRue County,
has been formed by a
group of concerned citi-
zens in Hodgenville.

Lynn Claycomb, a long-
time educator in the local
school system, presides
over LaRue County’s chap-
ter. which is affiliated with
the state’s Friends of Ken-
tucky Libraries.

“Friends of the Library
is something we’ve been
talking about and hoping
to create for quite a
while,” library director
Dana Jolly said. “The
community outreach will
be so beneficial to pro-
mote the library.”

The newly formed or-
ganization debuts with 10
members and will partici-
pate in the LaRue County
Expo on March 17 to re-
cruit more members.

“Our first objective is
to build the FOTL mem-
bership and make people
aware of our presence and
our goals, which center on
raising additional funds
for the library which is in
need of continual assis-
tance,”  Claycomb said.

Jolly said the public li-
brary’s most immediate
need is to create a space
for a young adult reading
area within the library
which will allow her staff
to expand and build on
existing programming
geared toward teenagers
and bringing them into
the library more often.

“Friends groups are vi-
tal to Kentucky libraries,
whose budgets are nearly
always stretched to the lim-
it,” said state president and
native daughter Cathy
Cravens Snell. “I am
thrilled to work with Lynn
Claycomb. It is not often
that one gets the opportu-

nity to work with a life-long
friend whom you so ad-
mire. The entire LaRue
County Friends Chapter is
outstanding. The chapter
will go far because you
have an excellent cross-
section of talents, ages and
geographic parts of the
county represented.”

This new chapter is not
the first FOTL group in
LaRue County’s history.
Another accomplished or-
ganization, led by Dr. Tim
Cravens, existed in the
1960s and ’70s when the
library tax referendum
was approved by public
vote in 1963. However,
that FOTL group later

was dissolved.
Paul Civils and Mary

L. Jackson, two members
of the original group, are
among the first locals to
join Claycomb’s organiza-
tion, which also includes
Dr. Kent Back, Ruth Ann
Brown, Anita Rafferty,
Judy Bridges, Rita Smith,
Phyllis Blakeman, Kim
Mather and Steve La Rue.

“We hope people can
come to the Expo on
Saturday, but if they can’t,
they are welcome to stop
by the library to pick up
some information about
FOTL or come to our
monthly meetings which
take place at 5 p.m. the first
Thursday of every month
upstairs in the library’s con-
ference room,” Claycomb
said. “Our public library is
a treasure that needs new
friends.  The current library
building would not have
been built without the pub-
lic’s support, Dr. Tim
Cravens’ leadership, and
the additional volunteer ef-
forts of the Ladies Lincoln
League.”

For information, visit
the library’s website at
www.laruelibraries.org.
The next scheduled meet-
ing is April 5.

Lynn Claycomb and Dana Jolly.

The Woman’s Club of
Elizabethtown met March
2 at the Brown-Pusey
House. The lovely table
with tulip centerpiece had
many foods representa-
tive of the St. Patrick’s
Day theme.

It was announced the
state convention would be
in Lexington at the Hyatt
Regency Hotel  from April
12 to 14. Samantha New-
by, student at Central
Hardin High School, was
the winner of the painting
category of the District Art
Contest and advances to
the state competition. Di-
ane Willis, second vice
president, introduced Ann
Case, member, who was

the narrator for the Style
Show presented by Sea-
sons of Elegance. Four
members modeled several
changes of clothes and ac-
cessories from the store lo-
cated in Grosvenor Square
Strip Mall on North Dixie.

Nora Sweat, chair of the
nominating committee
gave the committee’s rec-
ommendations for the
2012-13 officers: president,
Betty Sue French; first vice
president, Cora Ellen Mc-
Kinley; second vice presi-
dent, Bobbie Dille; record-
ing secretary, Kathie De-
veau; corresponding secre-
tary, Rosemary Deaton;
treasurer, June Smith; and
auditor, Phyllis Branden-

burg. Jo Griffith and Mar-
itza Johnson served with
Sweat on the nominating
committee.

It was announced
Games Day would be
April 19 at the Brown-
Pusey House and soup
and salad would be
served by Atria of Eliza-
bethtown. Members do-
nated hardback and pa-
perback books for sale
with the remainder left in
April sent to the VA Hos-
pital in Louisville. Used
Christmas card covers
were donated to St. Jude
and used cellphones no
longer in service were do-
nated for use by soldiers
overseas.

Style show models and business owners were back row, from left, Owner of Seasons of
Elegance, Ellie Lattimer; member Betty McQuown; Vickie Stevenson, Seasons of Elegance;
Diane Willis, second vice president and coordinator of style show; front row, members Gail
Hinton, Jean Davis and Rosemary Deaton. 

ELIZABETHTOWN WOMAN’S CLUB HAS STYLE SHOW

STUDENTS
LEARN HOW
TO PAY FOR

CANCER
RESEARCH

Students at Hardin
County Day Treatment
are participating in the
Leukemia & Lympho-
ma Society’s (LLS) Pen-
nies for Patients pro-
gram, one of LLS’s na-
tional school and youth
programs that raises
money to find cures for
leukemia, lymphoma
and myeloma while
providing information
and support services to
patients and their fami-
lies. This is the second
year students have par-
ticipated.

The Pennies for Pa-
tients program runs
through March 30. Last
year, students at Hardin
County Day Treatment
raised more than $600.
This year, students have
set a goal of $500 in
hopes of doubling this
goal. If you are interest-
ed in helping the youth
at Hardin County Day
Treatment meet their
goal, call Kelly Cline at
766-5053.

For more informa-
tion about LLS’s school
and youth programs,
visit www.schooland
youth.org/ky. The Ken-
tucky and Southern In-
diana chapter is located
at 301 E. Main Street,
Suite 100, Louisville, KY
40202. Call (800) 955-
2566 or (502) 584-8490
for more information.


