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Interracial marriages
at a record high

Interracial marriages in
the U.S. have climbed to 4.8
million — a record 1 in 12 — as
a steady flow of new Asian and
Hispanic immigrants expands
the pool of prospective
spouses. Blacks are now sub-
stantially more likely than be-
fore to marry whites.

A new Pew Research Cen-
ter study details a diversify-
ing America where interracial
unions and the mixed-race
children they produce chal-
lenge typical notions of race.

The figures come from pre-
vious censuses as well as the
2008-2010 American Commu-
nity Survey, which surveys 3
million households annually.
The figures for “white” refer
to those whites who are not of
Hispanic ethnicity.

The study found that 8.4
percent of all U.S. marriages
are interracial now, up from
3.2 percent in 1980. The big-
gest jump since 2008 occurred
among blacks, historically the
most segregated.

In all, more than 15 percent
of new marriages in 2010 were
interracial.

China’s VP: U.S. must
respect its concerns

China’s likely next leader
said Wednesday that Beijing
welcomes U.S. efforts to as-
sert influence in the Asia-Pa-
cific region, but that Washing-
ton must respect China’s con-
cerns in its own neighborhood.

Appearing before the U.S.-
China Business Council, Vice
President Xi Jinping spoke
warmly of evolving relations
between the world’s two eco-
nomic superpowers but of-
fered little new insight into
how he will lead China.

Xi is set to succeed Presi-
dent Hu Jintao as Communist
Party leader late this year and
become president next year.

Jimmy John’s sprouts
again tied to illness

Sprouts from the sandwich
chain Jimmy John’s have been
linked to an outbreak of food-
borne illness — again.

The federal Centers for
Disease Control and Preven-
tion said Wednesday that 12
cases of E. coli poisoning in
five states are linked to clover
sprouts from Jimmy John’s
restaurants. The outbreak
comes a year after sprouts
from one of the chain’s suppli-
ers were linked to 140 salmo-
nella illnesses. Sprouts from
the chain were also linked to a
2009 salmonella outbreak in
several Midwestern states.

Illnesses were reported in
Iowa, Missouri, Kansas, Ar-
kansas and Wisconsin.

TORONTO
Alberta official calls
pipeline a ‘no-brainer’

Alberta’s finance minister
said Wednesday that U.S. poli-
tics trumped what should have
been a “no-brainer” decision
to approve a proposed oil pipe-
line from Alberta to Texas.

Last month, President Ba-
rack Obama’s administration
denied a permit for TransCan-
ada’s Keystone XL pipeline,
but left the door open for
TransCanada to apply for a
new route that avoids Nebras-
ka’s environmentally sensi-
tive Sandhills region. Obama
said officials did not have
enough time to review the pro-
ject before a Feb. 21 deadline
imposed by the Republican-
controlled Congress.

Ron Liepert, Alberta’s fi-
nance minister, said it shows
Canada can no longer rely on
the U.S. as its only customer.

NAIROBI, KENYA
Report: Hunger kills 2
million children a year

Five children around the
world die every minute be-
cause of chronic malnutrition,
according to a Save the Chil-
dren report. It also said almost
half a billion children are at
risk of permanent damage
over the next 15 years.

The deaths of 2 million chil-
dren each year could be pre-
vented if malnutrition were
better addressed, it said.

Read the latest news online at:
courier-journal.com/nationworld

TODAY IN 1959
Fidel Castro became premier of
Cuba a month and a half after the
overthrow of Fulgencio Batista.

WASHINGTON — Calling quits
to a bruising election-year fight,
negotiators on Capitol Hill sealed
a deal late Wednesday on legisla-
tion to renew a payroll tax cut for
160 million workers and jobless
benefits for millions more.

Sen. Max Baucus, D-Mont., an-
nounced the pact, capping a long
day of wrangling over final de-
tails of the bill, which is a top pri-
ority of President Barack Obama.
The announcement declaration
paved the way for votes in the
House and Senate this week.

The $150 billion measure rep-
resents a tactical retreat for Re-
publicans, who were generally
unenthusiastic about the legisla-
tion but eager to move beyond the
issue. With the campaign season

starting, they don’t want Obama
and Democrats in Congress to be
able to claim that the GOP was
standing in the way of a middle-
class tax cut. It represented a
rare burst of bipartisanship in a
bitterly divided Congress.

The legislation would con-
tinue a 2 percentage-point cut in
the Social Security payroll tax,
renew jobless benefits averaging
about $300 a week for people lan-
guishing for long periods on un-
employment rolls and protect
doctors from a huge cut in their
Medicare reimbursements.

The measure carries a price
tag of roughly $150 billion over
the coming year, partly financed
by new auctions of telecommuni-
cations spectrum to wireless
companies and by requiring new-
ly hired federal workers to con-
tribute more toward their pen-

sions. The pension provision was
watered down from a version
sought by House Republicans,
and tentatively agreed to by key
Democrats, that would have re-
quired current federal workers
to contribute more to their de-
fined benefit pensions.

Auctions of portions of the na-
tion’s airwaves to wireless com-
panies would net another $15 bil-
lion or so — even after $7 billion is
set aside to construct and run a
new public safety network for
emergency first responders.

Extending the payroll tax cut
and renewing long-term jobless
benefits were key planks in Oba-
ma’s jobs program, which was an-
nounced last September but has
been largely ignored since. The
measures are intended to help the
economy by giving people more
money to spend, fattening a typ-

ical bimonthly paycheck by $40
or so and giving the unemployed
critical cash that most of them
turn around and spend immedi-
ately.

The measure also includes a
key adjustment to the broken
Medicare payment formula for
doctors, which would otherwise
impose a 27 percent cut March 1
under a 1997 budget law. The $20
billion cost would be covered in
part by cuts to a fund created un-
der Obama’s health care law that
awards grants for preventive
care and by curbs on Medicaid
payments to hospitals that care
for a disproportionate share of
uninsured patients.

House Speaker John Boehner,
R-Ohio, said the legislation would
probably be voted on by the end
of the week. GOP leaders had
jump-started the talks over the
weekend by dropping a demand
that the tax cut be paid for with
spending cuts.

Final details set on tax deal
New agreement would extend payroll, jobless benefit measures

By Andrew Taylor
Associated Press

TEHRAN, Iran — In defiant
swipes at its foes, Iran said
Wednesday it is dramatically
closer to mastering the produc-
tion of nuclear fuel.

Iran further struck back at the
West by indicating it was on the
verge of imposing a midwinter
fuel squeeze to Europe in retalia-
tion for a looming boycott of Ira-
nian oil, but denied reports earli-
er in the day that six nations had
already been cut off.

State TV quoted Foreign Min-
istry official Hasan Tajik as say-
ing that six European diplomats
were summoned Wednesday and
told that Iran has no problem re-

placing customers — an implied
warning that Tehran would carry
out plans to cut off EU countries
immediately to pre-empt sanc-
tions set to go into effect in July.

The uncompromising mes-
sages from Iran, however, came
with a counterpoint. The official
IRNA news agency said Iran’s top
nuclear negotiator, Saeed Jalili,
told European Union foreign pol-
icy chief Catherine Ashton that
Iran is ready to return to talks
with the U.S. and other world
powers.

The dual strategy — taking nu-
clear steps while proposing more
talks — has become a hallmark of
Iran’s dealings for years and
some critics have dismissed it as
a time-buying tactic.

In a live TV broadcast, Presi-
dent Mahmoud Ahmadinejad was
shown overseeing what was de-
scribed as the first Iranian-made
fuel rod inserted into a research
reactor in northern Tehran. Sep-
arately, the semiofficial Fars
agency reported that a “new gen-
eration” of Iranian centrifuges —
used to enrich uranium toward
nuclear fuel — had gone into op-
eration at the country’s main en-
richment facility at Natanz in
central Iran.

In Washington, the assistant
secretary of state for Interna-
tional Security and Nonprolifera-
tion, Tom Countryman, dis-
missed the Iranian claims of
reaching a pivotal moment. “The
announcement today by Iran has
much more to do with political de-
velopments in Iran than it has to
do with factual developments,”

he said.
Meanwhile, Iran is facing ma-

jor new international complica-
tions: Accusations of bringing an
apparent covert conflict with Is-
rael to points stretching from
Thailand and India to the former
Soviet republic of Georgia.

Officials in Israel ramped up
allegations that Iran was linked
to international bomb plots, say-
ing magnetic “sticky” bombs
found in a Bangkok house rented
by Iranians were similar to de-
vices used against Israeli envoys
in a foiled attack in Georgia on
Monday and a blast in New Delhi
that injured four people, includ-
ing a diplomat’s wife.

“In recent days, Iran’s terror
operations are being laid bare for
all,” said Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu, who con-
vened his security cabinet.

Iran claims nuclear progress
Regime also threatens oil cuts to Europe

By Brian Murphy
Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — The Los Angeles Coun-
ty coroner’s office has issued subpoenas
for medical and pharmacy records from
Whitney Houston’s doctors and medical
providers, which is standard procedure in
death investigations, an official said.

Assistant Chief Coroner Ed Winter said
that there is nothing unusual about how his
office is proceeding with the investigation
and that requests for medical records are
requested through subpoenas.

“If somebody even dies in a crash, a
blunt force trauma, we will still take med-
ical issues into account,” he said. “Any-

thing helps.”
Investigators in the Houston case found

several bottles of prescription medication
in the Beverly Hills, Calif., hotel room
where the singer died Saturday, although
Winter has said they weren’t an unusually
large number.

Detectives haven’t disclosed which
medications were found.

Authorities said an autopsy found no in-
dications of foul play or obvious signs of
trauma on Houston. She was underwater
and apparently unconscious when she was
pulled from a bathtub, officials said.

It could be weeks before the coroner’s
office completes toxicology tests to estab-
lish the cause of death.

Law enforcement agencies can access
California’s prescription drug monitoring
database known as CURES, which contains
more than100 million prescriptions and re-
ceives anywhere from 4 million to 6 million
additions every month.

The data culled from pharmacies can
determine whether doctors are prescrib-
ing outside the course of normal medical
practice and see if a patient is getting mul-
tiple prescriptions from various physi-
cians.

Interest in Houston’s music has sky-
rocketed since her death, pushing her
songs back on to charts and into heavy ro-
tation on the radio.

The public pays respects
Coroner seeks Whitney Houston’s medical records

Ciera Garland, 14, was among the mourners who left a farewell note for Whitney Houston at New Hope Baptist Church, in Newark, N.J.,
Wednesday. A private funeral for the pop star will be held there Saturday. RICH SCHULTZ/AP

By Anthony McCartney
Associated Press
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