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KYEDITORIALS

E ven though the redistrict-
ing fog still envelops the
General Assembly, Gov.

Steve Beshear was right to
come forward Tuesday with his
legislative allies with a proposal
for a constitutional amendment
to expand legal gambling in
Kentucky. Indeed, sooner
would have been better still.

Nonetheless, the Governor
and the sponsor of the enabling
legislation, Sen. Damon Thayer,
R-Georgetown, were mislead-
ing to imply that while there are
arguments for and against ex-
panded gambling, this proposal
revolves around only the issue
of whether to let the people vote
on an amendment regarding the
issue.

Both the legislature and, if it
gets that far, the electorate will
need to weigh specific issues re-
garding gambling. Some of
these are likely to be explicit in
the proposed amendment; oth-
ers are important considera-
tions that will fall in the “to be
decided later” category. In both
instances, however, an under-
standing of what more gam-
bling is intended to accomplish
— and of how expanded gam-
bling would work — is essential
to helping legislators and vot-
ers make the best decisions.

Licensing casinos in Ken-
tucky should serve only two
purposes. The first is to bring
desperately needed revenue to
state government. The other is
to provide relief to the state’s
horse industry. Both goals are
legitimate, but each comes with
a plethora of cautionary notes.

The state’s share of casino li-
censing fees and revenue must
be as high as possible — at least
50 percent and perhaps consid-
erably more. If gambling is ex-
panded by government action,
its primary purpose must be to
provide funds for top public pri-
orities.

For the amendment to spec-
ify how state gambling income
would be targeted, as the
Thayer bill does, would be un-
wise. That would cripple the
flexibility of future governors
and legislatures to adapt to
changing needs. However, edu-
cation, health care, infrastruc-
ture improvement and social
welfare programs are the sorts
of needs that gambling revenue

could help address.
Assistance provided the

horse industry should be nar-
rowly defined. The foremost
consideration must be that casi-
nos (as a state-initiated compet-
itor) should do the racing indus-
try no harm, and if they do,
enough gambling revenue
should be available to tracks,
breeders and other horse inter-
ests to make up what is lost, as
well as to cover expenses of any
racetrack-based casinos. More-
over, there needs to be a re-
sponse to money lost by Ken-
tucky racing and breeding in-
terests due to competition in
other states with casinos and
racetrack slot machines. Those,
too, are government-launched
enterprises, and they unfairly
drain income from Kentucky’s
horse industry.

But that is it. There is no jus-
tification in using the Kentucky
Constitution or the state’s stat-
utes to create additional gam-
bling to enrich racetrack own-
ers and investors, beyond help-
ing them recoup losses from ca-
sino competition inside or
outside the state.

Meanwhile, Sen. Thayer’s
proposed amendment, Senate
Bill 151, poses other problems.
It allows for up to seven casinos,
which seem too many for a rela-
tively small state. For that
many casinos to prosper and to
contribute significantly to state
coffers, they would have to do
far more than redirect Ken-
tuckians who already patronize
out-of-state casinos and attract
tourists. They would also have
to encourage Kentuckians to
gamble more. That would harm
other state businesses and be
morally indefensible.

In addition, the Thayer bill
specifies that up to five of the li-
censes could go to tracks. Using
the constitution to guarantee
state licenses to a specific pri-
vate industry would be unprec-
edented and would invite confu-
sion and abuse.

So, by all means, let’s debate
the pros and cons of casinos, the
size of any revenue windfall,
the number and location of casi-
nos, and the licensing process.
But let’s not pretend there’s
nothing to decide except wheth-
er to allow the public to vote.

Casino gambling

The right to vote.
It is fundamental to us

as Americans and as Ken-
tuckians. Most often we exercise
itbyelectingourrepresentatives
who then pass laws that govern
our commonwealth and our
country.

Sometimes, though, an issue
demands that the voters of Ken-
tucky have more direct input.
When a new law would require a
change in Kentucky’s constitu-
tion, that decision must be put di-
rectly in the hands of Kentucky
voters.Often,thesearedecisions
that have such pivotal impact
that they should be decided by
the majority of Kentuckians —
not just a majority of their repre-
sentatives.

Thatisthesituationwefaceas
we try to recapture some of the
gaming dollars — Kentucky dol-
lars — that are leaving our state
by the truckload. If Kentuckians

are going to spend that kind of
money on entertainment, let’s
spend it and tax it at home.

Hundreds of millions of dol-
lars in tax revenue are leaving
our state as thousands of Ken-
tuckians drive to Illinois, Indi-
ana,Ohio,WestVirginiaandelse-
where to spend their entertain-
ment dollars on gaming. Ken-
tucky money is funding early
childhood education, schools, li-
braries, police officers, roads
and bridges in our neighboring
states. It makes no sense to con-
tinue watching that happen.

Furthermore, one of Ken-
tucky's signature industries —
our equine industry —is losing
stature as other states use gam-
ing earnings to boost purses and
breeders' incentives. They’re
luring race horses, broodmares
and stallions away from the
Horse Capital of the World, as
wellasthejobsthatgowiththem.
We can — and must — reverse
that trend.

ThatiswhyI,alongwithmany

ofour legislatorsfrombothpolit-
ical parties, propose to give the
voters of Kentucky the opportu-
nity to allow similar types of ex-
panded gaming in our common-
wealth, and keep that money in-
side our borders.

This week, Sen. Damon
ThayerandI introducedaconsti-
tutional amendment in the state
Senate that would allow you —
thecitizensof thisstate—theop-
portunity to decide if our state
should reap the benefits of ex-
panded gaming in Kentucky.
This bill is co-sponsored by both
Republicans and Democrats in
the Senate.

A change to Kentucky’s con-
stitution would require the ap-
proval of an amendment during
the next general election, in No-
vember. Before that vote can
happen,yoursenatorsandrepre-
sentatives in Frankfort will have
to decide to put it on the ballot.
Only then do you get to exercise
your right and make your voice
heard in how we chart the future

in Kentucky.
The proposed biennial budget

is bleak, thanks to a sagging na-
tional economy and slow-to-re-
cover state revenues. All the big
cost-saving measures have been
taken. Deep and painful cuts are
being made across state govern-
ment. Even critical areas like
education will see some reduc-
tions,thoughnotasmuchasmost
state services. Agencies and ser-
vices will be cut to the bone.

We are running a real risk of
taking steps backward in multi-
ple areas — education, public
protection, job creation — and
until our state generates more
revenue, we will always fall be-
hind.

It’s simply time for us to de-
cide where we want to go as a
state. We can muddle along, and
we can keep our head just above
water. But is just getting by
enough for our families, for our
children, or for our future? We
don’t think so. If we want to at-
tack the fundamental weakness-

es that have held our state back
for generations, it has to begin
with more revenue. We can step
out and really attack these per-
sistent weaknesses such as edu-
cation, health, and job training.
We can do it by getting expanded
gaming on the ballot and letting
people vote on it this November.

We’veallheardargumentsfor
or against allowing expanded
gaming in Kentucky. But what
we haven’t heard is one single
reason why Kentuckians
shouldn’t be allowed to vote on it
and make the decision them-
selves.

Those elected officials who
disagree with expanded gaming
should not deny their fellow citi-
zenstherighttovoteontheissue.
Kentuckians deserve the oppor-
tunity to cast their ballots and
have their votes counted on this
important question. We want to
hear your voices on this issue in
November.

Steve Beshear is governor of Kentucky.

By Steve Beshear
Special to The Courier-Journal

Kentuckians deserve chance to vote on gaming

I t may not be quite the same
as scoring a big Powerball
payout, but a lot of commut-

ers are feeling like they won
the lottery — or something
close to it — with the news that
the Sherman Minton Bridge
might reopen earlier than ex-
pected.

“Praise the Lord and get out
of the way,” commuter Ed Jer-
donek told Courier-Journal re-
porter Ben Zion Hershberg.

Andnowonder.TheNewAl-
bany architect’s 17-minute
sprint of a commute has
morphedintoasometimesone-
and-a-half-hour marathon.
And he’s not alone. The bridge,
which is I-64’s route across the
Ohio River, carried about
90,000 vehicles a day — until it
was closed Sept. 9, when offi-
cials found a crack in its load-
bearing beam. That traffic had
to find a place on the Kennedy
and Clark Memorial bridges.

Since it closed, 2.4 million
pounds of steel has been used
to reinforce the Sherman Min-
ton, and the contractor has
been working on an incentive
planthatrewardsthecompany
with $100,000 for each day it
beats the March 1 deadline. In-
dianaDepartmentofTranspor-
tation officials say the reinfor-
cement work on the outside
and inside faces of the bridge’s
load-carrying beams is mostly
complete — but a spokesman
for Hall Contracting of Ken-
tuckynotedtherewasworkyet
tobedoneandwouldn’tengage
in speculation.

But even coming into the
home stretch of the expected
reopening ought to excite the
commuters who found their
lives disrupted, and their
hours extended, by the closing
of the span. That’s nearly over,
and that’s great news on both
sides of the river.

Shorter bridge wait?
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Hospital background
I listened to the editorial

board’s interview with Jonathan
Blue before attending the Cross-
gate City Council meeting on
Monday night. This is what we
were told by one of the commis-
sioners, who is also on a veterans'
board, based on what he was told
at a meeting in Frankfort (this
was seconded by a neighbor doc-
tor who works at the VA):

The VA is scheduled to take
possession of the property at KY
22 and I-264 on Feb. 28. That
means that somehow, the deal is
done, without our knowledge, dis-
cussion, anything. They are also
required by law to build two wa-
ter towers on the property. You
cannot imagine what this will do
to our neighborhood.

Blue, the current owner of the
property, claims to have met with
our city. He has not. He sent a
couple of his representatives to
the last city council meeting at
the last minute where they re-
ported the traffic study they had
paid for (which conveniently
showed less traffic than before).

There was no advertised pub-
lic meeting by him. There has
been no information from the VA
to the neighborhood. Maybe the
VA thinks it can just come in and
do what it wants, but our neigh-
borhood is a 40-year-old, well-es-
tablished, quiet place to live that
is totally incompatible with this
type of development.

The veterans don't want the
hospital here. The neighbors
don't want the hospital here.
Many local businesses don't want
the hospital here. We don't under-
stand why in the world, then, the
hospital is going to be built here.

SHARRON HILBRECHT
Louisville 40222

Glory of compromise
The Louisville Orchestra la-

bor dispute is longer than one of
Gustav Mahler's symphonies and
is wearing me out. While I am tir-
ing of reading about it, I can't say
that I also have the same feeling
about hearing about it because
there is no music to enjoy except
for the chin type of rhetoric on
both sides of the aisle.

Seems like everyone who par-

ticipated in the Paris Peace Talks
has tried to settle these issues
with no success.

Perhaps if Jimmy Durante
was available, he would take a
line from “The Glory of Love.”
Let's have both sides singing
“You've Got To Give A Little,
Take A Little.”

Get this thing done because
it’s a pay-me-now or pay-me-later
situation that has to be resolved.

TERRY GILL
Louisville 40207

Time for change
As people of faith involved in

the work of justice, we have fol-
lowed closely the data on the
health and well-being of Ken-
tucky’s children and the tragic
record in protecting our children
from abuse and neglect. It is a
concern to all of us, social work-
ers, heath care professionals,
educators, clergy, parents — or-
dinary people whose humanity is
determined by how we respond to
the vulnerable and the voiceless.

We lift our voices in praise,
and our prayers in hope, for the
work of the front-line workers. A
few of us have been in those jobs,
and we know how difficult, de-
manding, overwhelming the
work can be.

But the Department for Com-
munity Based Services cannot
and should not be going it alone.
The American Humane Associa-
tion says it well: “The problem is
too great and too important to be
delegated entirely to these val-
iant workers.”

We believe Kentucky’s chil-
dren, and Kentucky’s child pro-
tective services workers, need
more support, more resources
and more help in making life-al-
tering and, potentially, life-end-
ing decisions. We believe this
support will come through in-
creased awareness and greater
transparency within the system.

We applaud the proposed in-
crease in front-line workers, al-
though we recognize it is only a
beginning. We call for the fund-

ing and development of services
that have been proven effective
in the support of families and the
protection of children.

Sadly, child welfare does not
get moved up the priority ladder
until there is a crisis. But, the cri-
sis is here, and the time to make
changes is now.

MARGARET A. PENNINGTON
Chairman, Justice Ministry Group

Highland Baptist Church
Louisville 40205

Others who signed this letter
are Jay Callis, Carolyn A. King,
Mike McFall, Doug Lowry, Lewis
Miller, Joe Phelps, Mary Burks
Price, John Sanders and David
Stillwell. — Editor

Removing shackles
I leaped for joy when I read

that Kentucky has been released
from its No Child Left Behind
shackles in “Kentucky among
states getting U.S. education
waiver,” published on Feb 9.

This year, Kentucky schools
were ranked 34th in education.
We were given a 75.2 percent.
This is still a hardly acceptable
score, despite 10 years of NCLB
guidelines.

The administration made the
correct choice in breaking free of
a system that was not working.

Funding is the biggest prob-
lem facing our schools. Schools
get funding based on how well
students perform on accountabil-
ity tests. However, these tests are
focused so narrowly under NCLB
that they don’t give a clear view
of a school’s level of success.

I agree with the new plan that
will measure success based on
varying factors, which will show
a more realistic view of Ken-
tucky schools. This makes it pos-
sible for schools to obtain more
desperately needed government
funding. Hopefully this new ap-
proach will help Kentucky boost
the schools that aren’t doing well,
while not punishing the success-
ful schools.

STEPHANIE BRONNER
Louisville 40215
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