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Dried-out trees and parched grass line the median along Tates Creek Road near Malabu Drive in 
Lexington. A chance of scattered showers offers a ray of hope for them.
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Trees across the region are drooping from 
lack of rain; produce farmers are watching 
their crops shrivel; and horse farms are taking 
steps to protect their priceless Thoroughbreds 
as hot, dry weather continues to scorch Cen-
tral Kentucky.

But WKYT-TV chief meteorologist Chris 
Bailey said there could be some hope, even 
though 90-degree temperatures are expected 
to continue for several days.

“We have a daily threat of scattered thun-
derstorms for the rest of this week,” Bailey 
said Monday. “That doesn’t mean everybody 

will get rain on any given day, 
but I do believe that every-
body will have at least one de-
cent rain from a thunderstorm 
before the week is over.”

That couldn’t come soon 
enough for many, including 
arborists who say the lack of 
rain is starting to threaten 
countless trees.

“I see trees that are already losing their 
leaves; trees that are dry as toast; trees that 
are dying,” said Lexington arborist Dave 
Leonard. “It’s probably the worst situation I’ve 
ever seen this early in the season, and that’s 
going back 40 years.”

Leonard and John Saylor, arborist for Lex-
ington-Fayette Urban County Government, 
say homeowners should water their trees.

“People think to water their gardens or 
their lawns, but they often don’t think to wa-
ter their trees,” Saylor said.

Central Kentucky’s fruit and vegetable 
farmers are being hit particularly hard, many 
of them struggling to maintain crops under 
hot, cloudless skies that have provided almost 
no life-giving rain for weeks

“Vegetables are drying up, even though we 

WORST ARBORIST HAS SEEN SO EARLY

Drought 
sapping 

trees and 
farms

By Jim Warren
jwarren@herald-leader.com

HOT, WITH A SPLASH OF HUMIDITY
Temperatures will stay in the mid- to upper 90s this week, 
with rising humidity making it feel hotter than that. But the 
increased humidity will boost chances for thunderstorms 
and rain, providing some relief from the drought.   
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After one of the hottest three-day stretches 
on record, Lexington-Fayette County officials 
decided Monday that it’s too dangerous to al-
low residents to set off fireworks at home.

Officials in Scott and Woodford counties 
enacted similar bans Monday.

In Lexington, fire, police and city officials 
announced a fireworks ban until further no-
tice. The ban covers the use of all common 
and consumer fireworks, including sparklers, 
snakes, bottle rock-
ets and mortars. Set-
ting them off could 
result in a $100 fine 
for the first offense.

“The decision 
we’re announcing to-
day won’t be popular 
for everyone, but it’s 
the right thing to do 
— the safe thing to do,” Lexington Mayor Jim 
Gray said. “We must do what we can to stop 
the fires before they start.”

Drew Chandler, Woodford County deputy 
director of emergency management, said 
Judge-Executive John Coyle acted out of an 
“abundance of caution” in signing an order 
Monday implementing the ban.  The drought 
is the worst Chandler can remember in at 
least 10 years. 

The cities of Versailles and Midway are not 
covered by the Woodford County ban. 

The five public fireworks shows permit-
ted by the city of Lexington — including the 
community fireworks downtown on Wednes-
day, and the Red, White and Boom display 

Fayette, 
others 

ban 
fireworks 
OFFICIALS CITE SAFETY ISSUES 
WITH INDIVIDUAL USE; PUBLIC 
SHOWS TO GO ON AS PLANNED

By Daniel Moore
dmoore@herald-leader.com
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Do you support the ban  
on consumer fireworks 
during the current hot  
and dry period? 

Storm damage: 
About 30,000 
customers 
in Eastern 
Kentucky are 
without power. 
Page A3

See ETHICS, A2

FRANKFORT — Former 
Kentucky Tourism Commissioner 
Mike Cooper of Lexington was 
found in violation of the state 
ethics code Monday for misusing 
state resources for his own finan-
cial gain.

In a settlement agreement 

with the Executive Branch Eth-
ics Commission, Cooper admit-
ted that he traveled to London, 
England, without notice or prior 
approval of his agency, and that 
he participated in events orga-
nized by a company that had a 
$179,900-a-year contract to pro-
mote Kentucky tourism in the 
United Kingdom.

Cooper resigned in February 
after articles about his actions 
were published by the Herald-
Leader.

During Cooper’s June 2011 
visit to London, Gosh P.R. paid 
for his “meals, taxicabs and oth-
er activities,” the ethics commis-
sion said.

After he returned from the 

trip, Cooper told his agency that 
the trip was for personal reasons. 
However, he later approved an 
invoice submitted by Gosh P.R. 
for reimbursement by the state 
for its expenses on Cooper’s be-
half.

The Herald-Leader reported 
earlier this year that Cooper al-
lowed the state contractor to pay 
$735 for Cooper’s meals, party 
tickets and other expenses during 

the unauthorized trip to London.
Eventually, Cooper was or-

dered to repay the money to 
Gosh P.R. Cooper helped award 
Gosh’s contract in 2008 and 
signed off on its monthly billing.

During his tenure as commis-
sioner, the ethics panel said, Coo-
per “generally failed to follow per-
sonnel rules for reporting travel 
expenses, charged personal items 

SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT INCLUDES ADMISSION OF GUILT, $2,000 PENALTY

Former tourism official found in violation of ethics code
By Jack Brammer

jbrammer@herald-leader.com

Michael Cooper 
resigned in 

February after  
Herald-Leader 
articles ran. 
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