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Adams says he's trying
to keep politics out

County School Superintendent Sanford Adams says he is "making
every effort I can to Keep politics out" of the county school system.

Adams made the statement at last Thursday's meeting of the board
of education in response to a question from Mrs. Mary Jane Arnold
of Blackey.

"I understand you say there are no politics in the schools, " Mrs.
Arnold said.

"I didn't say that, " Adams replied.
"Do you believe we should have politics in the schools?" Mrs. Ar- -

nold then asked.
"Do you?" asked Adams.
Mrs. Arnold said she did not. "If you are the head and ruler over

our children, so to speak, and you let politics In the schools, then
we're not going to have a school system, we're going to have a spoils
system, if you let politics in the school system, it's goneit's no
system, " Mrs. Arnold said.

"I am making every effort I can tokeep politics out, " Adams said.
Mrs. Arnold is a sister of Bill Bates of Blackey, candidate for the

school board In the November election. Adams is supporting the in-

cumbent, Kern Whltaker, against Bates.
WashBates, father of the candidate, asked Adams, "You say there's

no politicsbut didn't you recommend taking capital outlay funds
out of theBank of Whitesburg and depositing them in the First Secur-

ity Bank?"
Adams said the money was moved "because we had a new bank in

town and we felt the money ought to be divided. "

(The First Security Bank Is'headed by County Judge James M. Cau-di- ll,

who Is Identified with the same political faction as Adams.)
Mrs. Arnold and her father were part of a group of about 60 pa-

trons from the Letcher School area who appearea at the board meet-
ing to protest the board's failure to a cook and two bus
drivers at Letcher.

Mrs. Arnold said she came to the board meeting "not as a rabble
rouser as I have been termed" but to "try to get fair treatment for
our .end of the county. "

"Our representative has failed to represent us in a satisfactory
manner, " she said. "Maybe he didn't understand it, but he hasn't
represented us. We haven't been treated courteously; we haven't
been considered. "

Mrs. Arnold said "If there was ever a deserving woman in Letcher
County, " Mrs. Alice Back, the lunchroom worker who was not re-

employed, it it.
"If you were in that man's place, I believe he would have given

you a job, " she said, referring to Brvee Blair, one of the
who was not rehired.

"We don't need be moved around like blocks on a chess board, "

Mrs. Arnold said. "We want plain humane treatment. We want you
to treat us like you would want to be treated. I'm not leading your
life for you. Your sins are yours. I want to lie down on my pillow
at night with a clear conscience that I have wronged no one.

"That boy was careful of the children. He is a good, Christian
person. He's weakly. He has a family. If l were In your place I
don't think I could rest well at night. "

Adams answered, "I rest all right at night myself. "

Blair, who was at the meeting, said that if his children go to school
this winter "you and Curt Asher and Dock Wright will put clothes on
their backs or they'll stay home. "

"I'm not responsible for rearing your family, " Adams said.
(Blair charged that he was not rehired because Curt Asher of Letcher

went to Dr. B. F. Wright, board chairman, and asked that he not be
Adams said he knew of no such meeting, He said he

made up his own mind about not recommending Blair; he d: d not say
why he did not recommend him. Both Blair and Mrs, Arnold had
tears In tbelr voices during the discussion.)

Adams also said he had nothing against Mrs. Back. He said he did
not recommend her "because I had six other people I wanted to rec-

ommend. " Mrs. Back had cooked in the Letcher lunchroom for six
years. She told the board she believed she was not be-
cause of her friendship with Jack Niece, a Letcher High School
teacher who left the county system after he was transferred to King-
dom Come, and others active in the United Citizens Education As-

sociation. She said she thought the fact she lives In the Wardrup

(
(Continued on Page 12)

Arlie Foggs resigns
Arlie Boggs resigned this week

as attendance worker or visiting
teacher forthe county school sys-

tem.
Boggs said he was resigning to

prevent a group in the Blackey
area from using him and his po-

sition as a "political football. "

Boggs' employment In the job
was the subject of considerable
discussion at last week's board of
education meeting. (A more de-

tailed account of the board meet-
ing appears elsewhere in today's
Mountain Eagle. )

In a formal statement, Supt.
of Schools Sanford Adams; who
Is Boggs' brother-in-la- w, said:

"Mr. Boggs resigned following
a protest registered at the last
regular meeting of the Letcher
County Board of Education by a
group from the Letcher area of
the county led by Mrs. Mary
Jane Arnold, sister of BUI Bates,
candidate for Member of the
Board of Education, and Wash

Bldg

Bates, father of the candidate.
Mr. Arnold Hall, now a mem-
ber of the board ot education,
was also critical of Mr. Bogg;
holding this position due to the
fact that he didn't drive and
couldn't get around.

"If this position cannot be filled
by a qualified person the money
allotted by the state for this po-

sition will go to some other
county who wishes totake advan-
tage of this unit. "

Boggs has been an employee of
the county school board for the
past 30 yean. He served as su-

perintendent of schools 12 years.
Last year he was principal at lia

School.
He is a brother ofKendall Boggs,

assistant superintendent of
schools, and Mas. Sanford Adams,
who also serves as visiting
teacher and attendance worker.

Adams said Boggs is eligible to
take advantage of at least part-ti-

retirement pay.

County, Kentucky, Thursday, September 13,

City, county seek
Whitesburg and Letcher County

officials took early action this
week in an effort to secure fed-
eral money available under a
new program to be used to build
a proposed Civic Center to house
various city, county, state and
federal offices.

The proposed building would
replace the present courthouse
and jail and would cost between
one and one and a half million
dollars, depending on the even-
tual size.

It would be located on the site
of the present courthouse.

Sketches for the building were
brought toWhitesBurgTuesday by
Richard L. Beck, Lousiville. His
firm, Urban Affairs Associates,
was authorized some six months
ago by the Whitesburg Housing
Commission to prepare prelim-
inary plans for a civic center.

Beck brought the plans to
Whitesburg Tuesday, the same
day that President Kennedy
signed into law the recent con-
gressional legislation that would
finance the structure. The new
legislationthe Public Works
Bill authorizes a $900, 000, 000
construction program, to be fi-

nanced mostly by federal funds.
Beck said that under the new

law, the federal government
could supply 75 per cent of the
cost of the new .ivic center or
other public developments in
Letcher County. He also ex-

pressed belief that by taking ad-

vantage of various credits which

jury panel
se:
Names of 64 persons chosen

from the jury wheel for service
on grand and petit juries during
the October term of Letcher
Circuit Court were released to-

day. The list includes:
BoydCaudlll, Uz; Willie Dixon,

Ulvah; Paul Vermillion, Whites-
burg; Woodford Webb, Premium;
Henry Adams, Mayking; Oscar
Lewis, Whitesburg; Coy Holstein,
Whitesburg; Patton Taylor,
Thornton; Hollis Romlne, Pre-
mium; Mrs. Sarah Adams, Jack-hor- n;

Mrs. Mayo Holbrook, Col-so- n;

Thelma N. Comett, Line-for- k;

Margaret Craft, Neon;
Curtis Hall, Ermine; Mahlon
Brown, Whitesburg; Riley Isaacs,
Dean; Hattie Pnfitt, Colson;
Henry Farley, Cromona; Richard
Rucker, Neon;

Arnold Holbrook, Seco; Ellis
Bowman, Mayking; Woodard
Comett, Skyline; Chester Ison,
Skyline; E. H. Haddlx, Neon;
Will Profitt, Thornton; Camel
Addington, Jackhorn; Mrs. Ishma
Sparks, Mayking; Allard Watts,
Hallie; Dorothy Holcomb, Ul-

vah; John Frazler, Whitesburg;
J. W. Jones, Neon; Howard
Sexton, Ulvah; Joe Pennington,
Whitesburg; Hlllard Meade,
Deane; Kermit Amburgey, Col-
son; Ervin Holbrook, Cromona;

Luther Wright, Dunham; Fred
Kincer, Cromona; Louis C.
Adams, Dongola; Jasper Bogga,
Roxana; D. W. Sumpter, Oven-for- k;

Mildred Holcomb, Ulvah;
Kelly Phlpps, Neon; Mrs. Elmer
Johnson, Thornton; Wallace
Kincer, Mayking; Frank Spark-ma- n,

Linefork; James Jesse
Caudlll, Jeremiah; S. P. Adams,
Whitesburg; J. T. Ward, Pre-

mium; R. B. Caudlll, Ermine;
Archie Garrett, Cromona; Astor
Qulllen, Neon; Elder Felex
Sexton, Millstone; Mrs. Bryant
bixon, Blackey; Mrs. Lewis Hall,
Neon; Sherd Little, McRoberts;
Frank RIsner, Colson; Carl Ham-
monds, Jeremiah; Mrs. Mose
Adams, Whltesbnrg; John Bentley
Jr., Cromona;
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Housing Commission Chairman
Richard L. Beck of Louisville (right), torsi. t n,
cuss a proposal for a new civic centtr 10 tx lo- aft J hen .

could be earned through this and
other programs, Whitesburg and
Letcher County cbuld obtain pos-
sibly 80 to 90 per cent federal
financing for the new building.

Fred Coffey, chairman of the

Skaggs rites Saturday
Funeral services will be held at

11 a. m. Saturday at the First
Church of God in Neon for Dr.
John Elbert Skaggs, 73, dentist
and Letcher County commission-
er.

Dr. Skacos died of
tack at 3:30 p. m. Wednesday

Parties to
County officials appeared to be

uncertain today as to the proper
procedure for choosing a success-
or to Dr. John E. Skaggs on the
Letcher Fiscal Court.

Dr. Skaggs died Wednesday af-

ternoon.
He was one of the three first

commissioners under the new
county commission form of gov-
ernment in Letcher County. He
took office last January and the
term does not expire until Jan-
uary, 19R6.

Countyjudge James M. Caudlll
said he would have to check the
law to find how a successor will
be picked. County Atty. Stanley
Hogg could not De reacned.

The Board of Education agreed
this week to pay Whitesburg High
School Principal Jack M. Bur-

kich for supervision of all 40
teachers at Whitesburg High
School, if the State Department
of Education says It may.

Burkich appeared before the
board at its September meeting
andsaldhe felt he was being dis-

criminated against in the board's
salary schedule. The schedule
limited the number of teachers
for whom a principal could re-

ceive pay to 30.
Burkich Is responsible tor super-
vision of 40 teachers, and he is
the only principal in the county
with that many teachers under
him. State law permits pay-
ment of $50 a year foe each
teacher supervised In addition to
the regular salary based on ex-
perience, and training.
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Fred Coffc of W- - iijr and
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housing commission, said his
realized several months a-- go

there was a strong possibility
the Public Works bill would be-

come law, and so went ahead
(Continued on Page 12)

at Paintsville Clinic. He had
been in ill health for about seven
years.

Burial will be in the Skas
cemetery near Painuville,

Dr. Skaggs was born Jn Law- -

(Continued on Page 18)

nominate
Local legal opinio: i? that Gov.

Bert Combs will a suc-
cessor to serve until the Novem-
ber election, when a new com-
missioner will be elected.

Since I . Jaggs' death oc-
curred after the primary, each
political party will choose its
nominee by cc ty convention.
Had the death ifred after the
November ballots wad been print-
ed, the county chairman of each
party would have named the
party's nominee. Since there is
time, however, precinct chair-
men will meet to choose the
candidates.

No meeting has yet been set.

Supt. of Schools Sanford Adams
said he had based the salary
schedule on a sample schedule
sent put by the State Board of
Education. Adams said he did
not think the state would permit
Burkich to be paid for all 40
teachers. Burkich said he had
already called the state depart-
ment and had been told there
was no law limiting the number
of supervisory payments to 30.

Adams said he would be glad
to call the state department in
Burklch's presence and see what
was said.

Board Member Arnold Hall
offered a motion to pav Burkich
for all 40 teachers. Boa.. Mem-
ber Kearney Day voted no at
first, then changed his vote to
yes after Kcm Whltaker voted yes
f,lf they find out it's legal. "

Ray Collins also voted for the
motion.

Board agrees Burkich

entitled to more pay

supervisory


