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NEA report hits
mountain schools

By LAURA N EMERSON

The 1970 Kentucky teachers'
strike lasted for a week. The
immediate benefits of that
strike were doubtful, but it
spurred an investigation and
report, published last week,
which may provide lasting ben-

efits in their conclusions and
legislative proposals for change
in Kentucky's schools.
The report, entitled "Educa-

tion in Kentucky: A Legacy of
Unkept Promise ", is the pro-

duct of more than a year's in-

vestigation by the Commission
on Professional Rights and Re-

sponsibilities, the investiga-
tive unit of the National Educa-
tion Association. The investi-
gation was requested by the Ken-
tucky Education Association
(KEA) in February, 1970, to
look into KEA charges that Go-

vernor Louie Nunn and the 1970
General Assembly of Kentucky
failed In their responsibility to
provide sufficient funds for
Kentucky public schools and
Impeded local efforts of school
boards and teachers to Improve
the quality of public education.

The Commission's findings
supported the KEA's charges,
and an NEA Special Committee
was assigned to look deeper
into the problem and act as
an independent fact-findi- ng

and recommending group.
The basic facts lie in Ken-

tucky's rank among the 50
states: "Despite massive gains
in state school support during
the 196 0's, " the Report states,
"Kentucky continues to lag be-

hind most other states in public
school financing and achieve-
ment levels. " The most recent
nationwide survey shows that,
from 1969 to 1970, the state
dropped from 39th to 44th in
the nation in per pupil expen-
diture, from 42nd to 45th in
average teacher salaries, and
remained 47th in the student
retention rate of high schools.

The Report included tables
which list Letcher County
among the lowest In the state
in per pupil expenditures,
teacher salaries, numbers of
disadvantaged students and
percent of high school stu-

dents who graduate.
In 1969, Letcher County's

annual expenditure per pupil
was $385, compared with a
median of $470 spent in dis-

tricts with high assessments.
7. 9 of Letcher County's
teachers have an M.A. degree
or higher, while 26. 1 of the
teachers in high-assess- ed dis-

tricts are in this category.
Teachers' salaries in this

county range from $5, 505 to
$7, 950, while teachers in the
same classification in other
districts average ft $5, 900
to $8, 840 per year

The percent of dUu . antaged
students in Letcher County is

53, while the median percent
in other districts is 13.5.
The percent of ninth graders

who go on to graduate from high
school varies from 52.89 in
Letcher County to an average
of 75. 37 in high-assess- ed dis-
tricts.

Although Kentucky has ha', ia
sustain large school budget in
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creases just to maintain its
current standing among the
states, the report says, an ad-

ditional public school invest-
ment of $143 million would be
needed to bring Kentucky's
per pupil expenditure up to the
national average. But, it goes
on, "Kentucky has so many
long neglected educational
needs, and the inequalities
among school districts are so
blatant, that an even greater
initial expenditure would be
required to ensure adequacy
of educational program s and
facilities in all regions of the
Commonwealth. "

The Committee observed that
in Kentucky, "the citizens. . .
are getting just about what they
are paying for: the bare rudi-
ments of educational program-
ming, crowded into dingy, in-

credibly dreary school buildings,
many of which are structurally
unsound, educationally obsolete,
and which could most aptly be
described as custodial institu-
tions for the very young. " The
most severe educational defi-
ciencies were found in Eastern
Kentucky, but "grave financial
problems also confront the
schools in relatively affluent
areas of the Commonwealth. "

"Although the Kentucky Min-
imum Foundation Program is
nationally noted for the sound-
ness of its fiscal equalization
formula, and although federal
grants have a equalizing
effect, the Report states, the
finances supplies by these means
do not meet current needs.

Testimony at the NEA hearings
included this summary: "... the
Foundation Program has come
to mean tax increases and raises
for teachers, and that is wrong;
we have been looking at it com-
pletely in the wrong way. "

The Committee's extensive sur-
vey of the state tax potential shows
that, at the state level alone
and without sacrificing a com-
petitive tax structure, Kentucky
could be collecting at least
$100 million more than it now
collects.

The present tax structure relies
heavily on Kentucky's 5 Sales
Tax. The burden of this tax is
greatest on the individual and
his family. In a state rich with
mineral resources and revenue
potentials, the report notes.
Kentucky s consumer -- basea
sales tax is the second highest
in the nation.
Among the untapped revenue

sources pointed out to the Com-
mittee were the removal of fe-

deral income tax deductibility
from individual and corporate
income taxes, increases in the
cigarette tax, and a severance
tax on extracted minerals.
Removal of the federal income

tax deductibility provision from
individual and corporate taxes
paid in Kentucky would increase
the progressive nature, equity,
and productivity of this tax,
bringing an estimated $52 mil-
lion more to the state.

An increase of 6 per package
in the cigarette tax would in-

crease revenue by about $22
million.

(Continued on page 2)
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LETCHER COUNTY JAILER Ernest Mall competed in the Old
Style Banjo division of the Country Music Contest, lie was
accompanied by Roger Hall. More pictures on Page 10.

Audit says agency
not doing mines job

By TOM BETHELL

Sen. Harrison W illiams , who
asked the General Accounting
Office to investigate the Bureau
of Mines last August, released
GAO's newly-complet- ed 85-pa- ge

report this week, along
with a blast at the Interior
Department.

Williams, a New Jersey
Democrat who heads the
Senate Labor Subcommittee
and was the principal Senate
sponsor of the 1969 Federal
Coal Mine Health & Safety
Act, charged that the GAO
report reveals so many prob-
lems with the Bureau that
only "a massive shake-up- "
can salvage it. He told the
Senate that he may offer
legislation to transfer the
Bureau's
responsibilities from Interior
to the Department of Labor.

Otherwise, he added, it may
take "some cataclysmic event"
to force the Bureau to assume
its responsibilities under the
new coal law.

GAO investigators spent six
months closely watching
Bureau activities both at the
agency's Washington head-
quarters and at two of its
district field offices, located

By PHIL PRIM AC K

What was once a flurry of ex-

ploratory drillings has become
a system of pipelines and ex-

pensive wells drawing and
transporting oil, gas or both
out of eastern Kentucky. An
ever-Increasi- ng number of oil
and gas companies, some of
them representing the giants
of the fuel industry, have
found in Appalachia a vast,
and mostly untapped, fuel bo-

nanza.
Last year a geologist with the

Kentucky Geological Survey
told The Mountain Eagle that
the oil and gas deposits here
are "of the same order as those
in the Louisiana-Tex- as Gulf

at Mt. Hope, W. Va., and
Norton, Va. The two offices
have jurisdiction over nearly
80 per cent of the nation's
underground mines.

The GAO report charges that
the Bureau

ad made only 31 per cent
of its required safety inspect-
ions and only 1 per r.ent of its
required health inspections as
of December 31;

as failed to use its power
to close mines in which

on page 9)
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Efforts are underway in the
U. S. Congress to restore
full and continuous funding
to the Emergency Food and
Medical Services (EFMS)
program.

The program, which was
originally designed by the Of-

fice of Economic Opportunity
OEO) to develop efficient and
lexible kinds of Institutions

to make food assistance pro-
grams work better, has been
phased out in the latest budget

Coast" region. Others in and
ou t of the business have agreed
with that immensely signifi-
cant statement. But still, ma-
ny have challenged the notion
that some mineral other than
coal might become the region's
king.

Not among the doubters, how-
ever, are some very key parties.
Take, for example, J. T.
Brown. He is President of the
Equitable Gas System, the Pitts-
burgh, Pa., based company
which has extensive gas and
oil interests in east an Ken-
tucky, including Letcher Coun-
ty. In the 1970 Annual Report
to his firm's Mr.
Brown mentioned an agreement
between his firm and oJier com

JENKINS
ROAD

BIDASKED
The Kentucky State High-

way Department has called
for contractors' bids June 25
for construction of the new
road between Whitesburg and
Jenkins.

The department broke the
road work down into three sect-
ions of 1.6 miles, 4.6 miles,
and 6. 4 miles.

The first contract calls for
bituminous of the
1. 6 mile section of the Payne
Gap road (Ky 804) which was
constructed a few years ago.
The other two contracts call
for totally new construction,
including bituminous surfac-
ing.

The 6. 4 mile section ex-

tends from Jenkins toward
Whitesburg, and the 4. 6 mile
section from Whitesburg to-

ward Jenkins.
The project will be funded

jointly by the State Highway
Department and the Appala-
chian Regional Commission,
with the ARC putting up 70
per cent of the costs.

Right-of-w- ay acquisition for
the road has been underway
for die past several months.
Numerous homes have been
torn down or relocated to make
way for the road.

(Continued on page 20)

CONGRESSMEN TRYING SAVE

EMERGENCY FOOD PROGRAM

submitted to Congress by OEO.
Unless Congress alters the plan,
there will be no funding what-
soever of EFMS after fiscal
year 1973, with funding un-

til then graduall" diminish-
ing.

Many anti- - poverty workers
regard EFMS as among the
most successful OEO programs.
Mrs. Irene Whltaker, director
of EPMS in the Letcher, Knott,
Leslie and Perry county area.

(Continued on page 20)

Oil, gas, bonanza under way

stockholders,

panies "to explore the gas pro-
ducing potential from deep hor-
izons of the Company's acreage
in Kentucky. The exploratory
well will be drilled to about
12, 500 feet, "at an estimated
cost of between $550, 000 and
$650, 000." Signal Oil and
Gas, a large Texas-base- d firm,
"has the major participating in-

terest. "

The significance of this well,
as Brown notes, is that Equitable 's
"approximately 1, 000, 000 In
eastern Kentucky have never
been drilled to this contemplated
depth." He added that "we are
looking forward With interest to
the results. "

(Continued on page 20)


