
COUNTDOWN
TO DERBY

ockey Willie Martinez knew in the first quarter-mile
that his mount Trinniberg would win New York’s April
7 Bay Shore Stakes.

Martinez had figured earlier that if Trinniberg
could take the lead and be willing to slow his pace, no
one would catch them. He was right. Trinniberg won by
three lengths.

The teletimer would record that Trinniberg ran the first
quarter-mile in just over 23 seconds — a decent pace, though
the slowest the speedy Trinniberg had ever gone in a race.

Martinez said he ultimately knew the plan was working by
the way his horse’s ears were sticking up and slightly forward.

“It was like two little antennas,” said Martinez, who will ride
Trinniberg in Saturday’s Kentucky Derby. “He was all busi-
ness; he was happy where he was and the way he was doing it.
He was waiting for me to call on him, to tell him what I wanted
him to do.

“I thought, ‘This is going to be a lot of fun for me.’ ”
While bettors read the racing form, successful jockeys are

reading signs in their horses and the competition.

FOR THE RACE

The April 20 Hilliard Lyons Doubledogdare at Lexington’s Keeneland Race Course. Jockeys need
to read signs in their horses and the competition. PHOTO COURTESY OF COADY PHOTOGRAPHY

The spring meet opens
on a Saturday night for

the first time. C1

CHURCHILL’S
SPRING MEET

KICKS OFF

Linus Chumba,
Alemtsehay Mis-

ganow set records in
ideal conditions. C1

Deciphering a racing
form can be daunting,

but we're here to
help. Go to www.cou-
rier-journal.com/how-

tobet for an inter-
active guide to wa-

gering along with tips
on how to cash in a
winning ticket and

advice from the pros.

RECORD MEN’S
WOMEN’S

MINI FINISHES

HOW TO BET

Dr. Kendall Hansen
might have something

up his sleeve for the
Kentucky Derby. C1

“If you can get
a horse to
understand
what you’re
asking him to do
all the time, you
can turn a
mediocre horse
into a pretty
good horse.”

JOHN VELAZQUEZ,

who won last year’s Derby on
Animal Kingdom

MORE FUN
AHEAD?

It’s not just about speed. Jockeys stress the
importance of paying attention to a horse’s body
language and mood and using their intuition to get

A FEEL

By Jennie Rees
jrees@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

See RACE, Page A13
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Southern Indiana:
Partly sunny today;
chance of rain. Partly
sunny tomorrow with
reduced chance of rain.
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Six low-achieving Jefferson
County schools have made marked
academic improvements since
they were forced to undergo staff-
ing overhauls two years ago, ac-
cording to new state audits.

But a few continue to fall short
in crucial areas, those audits show.

Auditors noted that Fern Creek
and Shawnee high schools have
made “tremendous progress” in
the past two
years and rec-
ommended that
principals at
five of the
schools be al-
lowed to stay.

But they said
Valley High
School con-
tinues to be
plagued by inef-
fective leader-
ship and disrup-
tive classrooms
and concluded
that principal Gary Hurt “does not
have the ability to lead the inter-
vention, and should not remain as
principal of the school.”

Fern Creek, Shawnee, Valley
and Western high schools and
Frost and Western middle schools
were among the first in Kentucky
to be identified as persistently low
achieving under a 2010 state law.
As a result, state auditors visited
the schools and issued scathing re-
ports that criticized the way those
schools taught students and rec-
ommended major overhauls.

“The initial reports two years
ago were really not that great for
these six schools, but we are en-
couraged this time around,” said
Dewey Hensley, chief academic
officer for Jefferson County Pub-
lic Schools. “We have already in-

Audits:
6 JCPS
schools
improve
Progress seen after
staffing overhauls
By Antoinette Konz
akonz@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

See AUDITS, Page A16
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ONLINE
For more on
chronically
struggling
schools, go to
www.courier-
journal.com/
failing
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PARTY PLAN
Throw a Derby bash without breaking the bank

Love UofL and hate Big Blue?
Or can’t stand Big Red? Go to
RedNBlueFans.com and let
everyone know.

Human remains found in the
backyard of William Clyde Gib-
son’s New Albany home were iden-
tified Saturday as those of a Clark
County woman missing since late
March.

The preliminary cause of death
for Stephanie Marie Kirk, 35, was
strangulation, Floyd County Coro-
ner Leslie Knable said. An autopsy

was performed Saturday in Louis-
ville, and Kirk was identified
through dental records and visual
information, Knable said.

It’s unclear how long Kirk had
been dead, Knable said. Police said
she had been missing since March
25, when she left a friend’s home
on East Spring Street in New Alba-
ny to meet a man at the Uptown

Bar there. She lived in the Charles-
town area with her father and
teenage daughter.

No new charges had been filed
against Gibson, 54, as of Saturday
afternoon, Floyd County Prosecu-
tor Keith Henderson said.

Gibson currently faces two

Body in yard is missing woman
S. Ind. resident may have been strangled; New Albany man not charged
By Joseph Lord
jlord@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

See GIBSON, Page A12

William
Clyde
Gibson’s
arrest was
“physical.”

Stephanie
Marie Kirk,
35, lived in
Clark
County, Ind.

ON THE WEB
To see a video of Gibson neighbor
Melodie Shultz, find this story at
courier-journal.com

2012

Pegasus Parade
Thursday, May 3rd, 2012
PARADE STARTS AT 5PM

*PLUS SALES TAX AND HANDLING.

Purchase tickets online at

KDF.org
or call (502) 584-FESTCYNDI LAUPER

Grand Marshal
with
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