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THE TOWN OF MIDWAY and its surrounding area looked like a winter wonder-
land on Monday, as the streets were lined with overhanging tree branches fi lled 
with snow. At Nuckols Farm in Midway, the snow-fi lled trees formed a crystal 
white archway leading down one of the farm’s roadways. (Photo by Rick Capone)
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City mulls downtown 
parking changes

BY STEPHEN BURNETT
WOODFORD SUN STAFF

MIDWAY — If the Midway 
City Council after its fi rst read-
ing on Monday approves a new 
parking ordinance, vehicle 
spaces on Gratz Street could 
become limited to compact car 
parking only.

That followed much discus-
sion after an initial suggestion 
by council member Joy Arnold. 
At fi rst, she said she believed 
the city should maintain a re-
quired distance of at least 10 
feet from the center of the street 
to parked cars and motioned 
accordingly. “Also, I think we 
need to address the problem 
that currently exists, not by 
removing that requirement in 
the ordinance, but by requiring 
that only compact cars park in 
those spaces,” Arnold said. At 
present, larger cars and trucks 
that are parked on Gratz Street 
often make it equivalent to a 
one-way street, she added.

However, Mayor Tom Bo-
zarth said that as written – 
without the ten-feet-distance 
requirement being removed 
– the original ordinance would 
have put all of the city’s down-
town in violation.

City leaders’ discussion 
then turned to balancing park-
ing needs with acceptable 
distances. 

Council member Dan Roll-
er, for example, said that if 
the city removed the length 
requirement, more spaces 
could be added where total 
width would not allow.

Yet Arnold said a main 
problem is drivers who aren’t 
parking their cars within the 
painted lines. Council member 
Charlann Wombles added that 
the law already specifi es a 
driver must park within those 
lines, but it’s more confus-
ing to ticket someone for a 
violation. Signs saying one or 
more spaces are for “compact 
cars only” would be easier to 
enforce, Wombles said.

Bozarth asked Quirk Café 
owner Grayson Vandergrift, 
in attendance that day, how 
downtown businesses use 
parking. Vandergrift said that 
employees need locations to 
park so they don’t need to 
park on Main Street spaces and 
take them away from potential 
customers.

To prevent overcrowding 
on Gratz Street, the city could 
revert to parallel spaces along-
side, Roller said. However, that 
would require taking out all the 
existing spaces.

Ultimately, council mem-
bers approved another motion 
to make the diagonal spaces 
on Gratz Street limited to 
compact-car parking. Per 
Bozarth’s suggestion, Arnold 
also amended that motion to 
designate the corner space as 
no parking for a possible future 
bicycle rack.

Other discussions
• Bozarth asked council 

members to suggest what they 
would like to see in this year’s 
budget.

Council member Doris 
Leigh said she would like to 
see new benches and signs in 
the city’s cemetery. Roller said 
he supports working with the 
county school board to con-
nect a road in the city park 
with Northside Drive. Arnold 
said she preferred looking at 
the budget itself to develop 
specifi cally identifi ed budget 
items for special projects and 
“a rainy-day fund.”

“I’d like to see the Web site 
energized,” Wombles added. “I 
fi nd myself more and more go-
ing to Web sites for things and 
I know that visitors to Midway 
will do the same thing.”

• When Bozarth suggested 
the city come up with a blight-
ed-property tax ordinance, 
similar to one recently passed 
and implemented in Versailles, 
Roller said that brought him 
some concern. “I do wonder 
how this would relate to the 
Weems property, and ulti-

mately, I guess, our own prop-
erty across the interstate that’s
commonly known as Midway
Station.” Construction at  both
sites has been halted, he added.
“So far it’s just sat there still. If
we pass this ordinance, or some
version of it … I don’t think we
could discriminate against one
property or the other.”

Council members then
discussed whether higher taxes
for properties found blighted
would overburden those build-
ings’ owners or spur them to
make improvements.

• William Borland, who
last year received the city’s
approval to clean two city
cemeteries for his Eagle Scout
project, gave an update about
his progress. On Dec. 10 and
11, he said, he and a group of
others cleaned the gravestones.
He also presented maps of the
cemeteries.

• Another Scout, Tim
Hagan, will soon update the
council about how he will set
up posts for a dog-walking
area in Walter Bradley Park.
Initial work should begin in
late March, Bozarth said.

• Following the council’s
discussion last month about
how to deal with black vultures
roosting in trees near Midway
Christian Church, Roller said
the church board has voted to
extend money to take down
the six pine trees in which the
vultures are roosting. That de-
cision is pending any approval
from the USDA to remove the
birds — a protected species —
in other ways, he said.

• Turner said she’s work-
ing on a new format for the
Midway city newsletter.

From Our Files
10 Years Ago
March 7, 2002

Four architectural fi rms 
presented proposals Monday 
night to the Woodford County 
Board of Education for doing 
a feasibility study on site op-
tions for a new middle school.

Longtime educator Roy 
Chapman, principal at Wood-
ford County Alternative 
School, will retire at the end 
of this school year.

Four WCMS students 
who will represent the school 
at the state MathCounts in 
Louisville on March 16 are 
Amanda Howard, Matthew 
Lodmell, Taylor Phillips, and 
Ben Tuttle.

The City of Midway will 
soon have construction under 
way for its new water tower, 
which will serve the city, 
Midway College, and the 
Midway Commerce Park. 
The lowest bid, submitted by 
Caldwell Tanks of Louisville, 
was $587,000.

Nat Joseph Roberts, 68, 
a retired Woodford County 
police offi cer, died March 3 
at the home of his daughter 
in New Castle, Ind.

The WCHS Yellow Jack-
ets were eliminated in the 
opening game of the 11th 
Region basketball tourna-
ment, falling to Madison 
Central 78-62.

The Lady Jackets captured 
their second straight 41st 
District crown with a 58-33 
victory over Western Hills. 

25 Years Ago 
March 12, 1987 

Peggy Charles Wilds of 
Versailles has been named 
dean of Midway College. 

D. Mayer, a Woodford 
County Middle School stu-
dent, won the county-wide 
spelling contest on March 3. 
Tara Alison Gilbert, a Hunt-
ertown Elementary student, 
was runner-up. 

Groundbreaking has been 
set for March 16 for Wood-
ford County’s new football/
soccer stadium. 

Country music star John 
Conlee’s “Greatest Hits Vol. 
I” album has been certifi ed 
as gold (500,000 units sold) 
by the Recording Industry 
Association of America. 

Mrs. George Spragens 
has returned to Midway af-
ter a cruise that began in the 
Caribbean, went through the 
Panama Canal, and termi-
nated in Los Angeles, Calif. 

Both Woodford County 
High School basketball teams 
were defeated in the 41st 
District fi nals, the boys losing 
to Franklin County and girls 
to Frankfort. 

The WCHS varsity cheer-
leaders won the district 
competition. Members of the 
squad are Kelly Pope, Tracy 
Rich, Marne Lewis, Denise 
Goodrich, Angela Craig, 
Carla Combs, Michelle Sand-
erson, Lisa Gyorffy, Jamie 
Hardin, and Lisa Nesselrode. 

40 Years Ago 
March 16, 1972 

Construction will begin 
soon on the community 
recreation center in the Big 
Spring Park. 

Fiscal Court Saturday de-
voted most of its discussions 
to the problem of parking at 
the new recreation center and 
to placing a tax referendum 
before the voters. 

The Rev. Henry D. Johns 
of Catlettsburg has accepted a 
call as pastor of the Versailles 
Baptist Church and will begin 
his ministry here on Easter 
Sunday, April 2. 

The Woodford Christian 
Church will observe its fi fth 
anniversary in a special pro-
gram Sunday evening. 

On the dean’s list at the 
University of Kentucky for the 
fall semester were Jewell M. 
Phillips, Cindy Fenton Kelly, 
Anna E. McDaniel, and John 
Carey Royalty. 

Kathy Brothers of Ver-
sailles is a member of the 
Eastern Kentucky University 
women’s basketball team, 
which won the fi rst Kentucky 
Women’s Intercollegiate Bas-
ketball Tournament. 

Members of the Millville 
School 7th and 8th grade 
basketball team this season 
are Robbie Gardner, George 
Hoover, Mike Caudill, Tom-
my Lacefi eld, Doug Gaines, 
John Sams, Brian Kittinger, 
Walter Redmon, Tony Wash, 
and Bruce Carlton. 

CENTRAL KENTUCKIANS awoke Monday morning to fi nd three to fi ve inches of 
snow coating their cars, yards, and tree branches. As the fi rst signifi cant snowfall 
of the winter, the snow was wet enough to stick to tree branches, signs and utility 
lines. (Photo by Stephen Burnett)


