
C M Y K C M Y K

Fr ankFort, kentuck y   n    50c   n    state-journal .com 

Tonight: Rain 
possible

WEATHER     A8

Local pastor leads 
anti-gambling rally
Religious groups fighting casinos

Parents of special needs students back diploma bill
Legislation would change certificate for grads with disabilities
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Has the office of county 
constable outlived its 
usefulness?
Yes, 81%   No, 18%
Total votes: 138
Vote on state-journal.com,
or mark your vote here and 
return to The State Journal.
Yes ® No®
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Debbie McCoy’s 16-
year-old daughter Brit-
tany will walk across the 
stage with her peers on 
graduation day, but she 
won’t leave the Frank-
fort Convention Center 
with a diploma.

Instead, Brittany, 
who has learning dis-
abilities, will walk out 
with a certificate that 

says she completed her 
time at Franklin County 
High School. Her moth-
er calls that distinction 
heartbreaking.

“That cert i f icate 
stops her dreams – how 
do you tell a child that?” 
Debbie told The State 
Journal earlier this 
week.

“She works very hard, 
she hates to miss school, 
and she loves to learn, 

but because she has a 
learning disability, they 
don’t expect her to go 
farther than that.”

L eg islat ion now 
making its way through 
the state House would 
change the name of the 
document from “certif-
icate of attainment” to 
“alternate diploma.”

Senate Bill 43 won 
unanimous approv-
al in the Senate and 

cleared a House panel 
Tuesday. It now awaits 
a vote by the full House.

Debbie says the leg-
islation would give 
her daughter a better 
chance of landing a job 
after graduation. Britta-
ny, who suffered brain 
damage from a lack of 
oxygen during child-
birth, dreams of being a 

see Diploma, a7
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Hershael York, pastor of Buck Run Baptist Church, speaks during 
the anti-gambling rally at the Capitol Rotunda Tuesday. 

By KEviN WhEatlEy
kwheatley@state-journal.com

T
he day before a proposal to le-
galize casinos goes before a 
Senate committee, anti-gam-
bling religious groups urged 

legislators to reject it.
Hershael York, the pastor at Buck 

Run Baptist Church  who opened Gov. 
Steve Beshear’s budget address last 
month with a prayer against expand-
ed gambling, led Tuesday’s rally at 
the Capitol with representatives from 
the Kentucky Baptist Convention and 
Kentucky Council of Churches.

Speakers called on the audience 
to contact legislators and speak out 
against Senate Bill 151, a constitution-
al amendment that would allow casi-
nos at no more than five horse tracks 
and two stand-alone locations at least 
60 miles from a track.

“I cannot imagine any initiative in 
the state government that would more 

grossly mock the poor than an initia-
tive that clearly preys upon the poor,” 
Paul Chitwood, executive director of 
the Kentucky Baptist Convention, said 
in reference to casino gambling.

Senate Bill 151 is scheduled for a 
hearing at today’s Senate State and Lo-
cal Government Committee meeting. 
The committee’s chair, Sen. Damon 
Thayer, R-Georgetown, is sponsoring 
the measure.

If it clears both chambers by 60 per-
cent vote, the constitutional amend-
ment will be placed on the ballot in 
November.

Expanded gambling has been a ma-
jor platform in Gov. Steve Beshear’s 
election and re-election campaigns. 
In a weekly address Friday, Beshear 
said opponents shouldn’t deny voters 
a chance to decide the issue.

He noted hundreds of thousands of 
dollars being gambled by Kentuckians 

By KEviN WhEatlEy
kwheatley@state-journal.com

A well-known advocate of state 
employees died 
in a Scott County 
house fire Tuesday, 
The State Journal 
has confirmed.

Charles Wells, 
an adviser in the 
Personnel Cabinet 
and former execu-
tive director of the 
Kentucky Associa-
tion of State Em-
ployees, died in the 

blaze, those close to Wells told The 
State Journal.

The fire started in a home on Lakev-
iew Drive in Scott County around 7:30 
p.m. Tuesday, but the cause is un-
known and still under investigation, 
according to Scott County Assistant 
Fire Chief James Kanavy. The Scott 
County coroner could not be reached 
for comment by press time.

Wells worked with the Person-
nel Cabinet’s Governor’s Employee 
Advisory Council after 19 years with 
KASE. 

He was also involved with the Ken-
tucky Democratic Party as a member 
of the State Central Committee and 
the party’s Finance Committee, ac-
cording to the party’s website.

Julia Johnson, president of the 
American Federation of County State 
and Municipal Employees Union local 
2259, remembered Wells as a friendly 
negotiator when he represented the 
state during recent negotiations.

“He always seemed to be willing to 
work with the union, willing to give 
a fair shake to the state employees,” 
Johnson said by phone today. 

“… Negotiations can, just by their 
nature, be a little bit contentious, but 
he always impressed me as trying to 
be a voice of reason.”

Wells handled day-to-day opera-
tions and lobbied the General Assem-
bly as KASE’s executive director. 

see rally, a7

see firE, a8

Charles Wells

house 
fire kills 
state 
worker 
advocate
He was praised  
for voice of reason

Sen. Den-
nis Parrett, 

D-Elizabeth-
town, hugs 

his daughter, 
Kristen, after 
passage of a 

bill sponsored 
in her honor 

by the House 
Education 

Committee.
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Sam Cutter re-

ceives ashes on 

his forehead this 

morning during 

mass at Good 

Shepherd Catholic 

Church for Ash 

Wednesday.

Tricia Spaulding/
tspaulding@state-
journal.com

Ashes remind us: It’s 46 days before Easter

Reduce those 
heating bills 
with energy 

efficient 
windows from 

Frankfort 
Window & Vinyl 

Frankfort 
Window & Vinyl 
Supply, Inc.

Locally Owned & Operated
Visit Our Showroom at:

140 Hahn Drive • 875-1842

NEED 
GUTTERING?
We have both 5” & 6” 

guttering
See Us For All of Your 

Home Improvement Needs
• Metal Roofing • Doors
• Shutters • Vinyl Siding


