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By SHANNON MILLER
The Independent

ASHLAND Children are
taught about fire and tor-
nado drills, crime preven-
tion and drug abuse pre-
vention, but one thing
they are never taught in
school is sexual abuse pre-
vention.
Erin Merryn is speaking

out and trying to change
that with Erin’s Law, a law

that would require age-ap-
propriate sexual abuse
prevention curriculum for
pre-k through fifth-grade
children. 
Merryn, an author and

social worker, shared her
story and her message at
Ashland Community and
Technical College Friday
morning as part of  a two-
day child abuse confer-

In the face
of a silent
epidemic

FRANKFORT (AP) A $4.5
billion transportation
budget that will pave high-
ways, build bridges and ex-
pand airports across Ken-
tucky received final ap-
proval Friday, concluding
a five-day special legisla-
tive session called to finish
a task lawmakers didn’t

complete in a regular ses-
sion that spanned more
than three months.
The measure provides

money for hundreds of
road improvements across
the state, including partial
funding for a $2.6 billion

Budget gets
final OK in
Ky. Senate
$4.5 billion to pave way
for highways, bridges,
expanded airports

By TIM PRESTON
The Independent

ASHLANDWhen your cus-
tomers have carried your
family’s business through
the Civil War, World War II
and beyond, it just seems
right to set aside a day to
let them know they are ap-
preciated.
Tyler Meek welcomed

friends and customers
alike to customer apprecia-
tion day at Ashland Milling
Co. Friday, offering a free
lunch and all the advice
anyone might need, with
the help of  Boyd County
Cooperative Extension
agents.
“The business started in

1860 and has been called by
different names but it has
kept on going. We started
customer appreciation day
for that reason and we
brought in the county
agents so they can ask
them about the trees, the
grass, the cattle or any-
thing else,” Meek said,
pausing often to shake
hands and greet customers
by their first name.
Meek said his grandfa-

ther, Earl McKinney,
bought the business in 1941
when it was at the current

location of  Texas Road-
house. That location
burned in 1962 and the
milling company moved to
its current home at 110 9th
St. the next year.
“This building was origi-

nally built as a railroad
company store,” he said,
adding the general idea
that it is the oldest com-
mercial building in the city
is “to be debated.”

By CARRIE STAMBAUGH
The Independent

GREENUP Greenup Main Street
will host its first Final Friday
event next week, kicking off a sea-
son of outdoor street fairs. 

Much like Ashland’s First Fri-
day festivities, it will feature live
music, a car show and food, ac-
cording to organizers. 
Final Fridays are planned for

the last Friday of  each month
through July.

“There will be a little bit of
something for everybody,” said
Anne Stephens, president of  the
Main Street board. “We want to
create somethings where people
can come into Greenup because
they want to and have a good time.

Greenup is a beautiful little town
and so many (residents) that have
been here, have been here a long
time and we are proud of the fact
that we have such a nice little
town.” 
Stephens is a member of  the

band Night Fire, which will per-
form at the April Final Friday. Live
music will be a staple of  the
events, with a different group per-
forming a different style of music

Greenup to launch Final Fridays
Live music, car shows, 5K planned for new monthly event

Author, social worker
pushes for sex abuse
prevention curriculum

JOHN FLAVELL / AP

Senate President David Williams takes to the floor to talk
about the transportation budget in Frankfort on Friday.

An old-fashioned
WELCOME
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ABOVE: Boyd County Cooperative Extension agents field questions during customer appreciation day at Ashland
Milling Co. on Friday. BELOW: Tyler Meek and foreman Jim Pierson load 50-pound bags of Ideal brand feed. BOTTOM:
Meek and Nancy Wheeler share a hug outside the family business.
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