
a history of ending annual
legislative sessions without
budget agreements. The
state’s last three budgets
were adopted in special leg-
islative sessions called after
they’d failed to reach ac-
cords on spending plans.
Williams insisted the con-

struction plan should be
signed before the Senate
passes the funding measure.
“That’s the process that we

use here,” Williams said, “to
make sure the road plan is
enacted and signed before
it’s funded.”
The House had given final

passage to the highway con-
struction plan Thursday
evening. But without the
companion bill from the Sen-
ate to provide the funding,
the state can’t pay for the
hundreds of projects in-
cluded in it.
House Speaker Greg

Stumbo said the inaction
could have widespread rami-
fications.
“The Transportation Cabi-

net closes down Jan. 1,”
Stumbo said. “Municipalities
don’t get their monies. Roads
don’t get blacktopped and
built, unless something is
done,” Stumbo said as he left
the Capitol.
The House had passed a

two-part, $10 billion road
plan on the final day of this
year’s legislative session.
One part, which passed 77-16
late Thursday, calls for $4.5
billion worth roads and
bridges to be built across the
state over the next two years.
The second part, covering

the following four years,
passed 89-4 just minutes
later.
Senate Transportation

Committee Chairman Ernie
Harris, R-Crestwood, said the
measure includes a proposal
for the state’s single largest
project: $2.6 billion for two
bridges across the Ohio River
in Louisville. Harris said the
Democratic-controlled House
and the Republican-led Sen-
ate agreed that project is a
top priority.
The road plan also in-

cludes $200 million to widen
the heavily traveled Inter-
state 65, where numerous
fatal traffic crashes have oc-
curred in recent years. A
crash on a rural stretch of
the highway near Mun-
fordville in 2010 killed 11
people, 10 of them members
of a Mennonite family.
Beshear said the highway

plan would not only improve
the state’s transportation in-
frastructure but also boost
the economy.
“The Louisville bridges

project is going to employ
thousands of people over the
next six, eight, 10 years,” he
said. “All of the different
projects that are in there will
put people to work. That
money will then flow through

our economy and be turned
over many times through our
retail establishments. So, it
really is job creator.”
Budgeting has been one of

the more time-consuming
chores this year for Kentucky
lawmakers, who passed a $19
billion state government op-
erating budget in late March.
A slow economic rebound

led to a lean state budget
that forces sharp cuts on
most government agencies,
leaves employees without
pay raises again and erases a
planned cost-of-living in-
crease from the monthly
pension checks of retirees.
The measure calls for 8.4

percent cuts to most govern-
ment agencies and programs
because of lingering finan-
cial woes brought on by the
recession. Those cuts will ac-
count for nearly $300 million
in savings.
The latest budget will be

especially difficult for agen-
cies that have already cut
spending by more than 30
percent over the past four
years.
Beshear used his line-item

veto power Wednesday to
strike some provisions law-
makers had tucked into the
budget, including $200,000
for an actors guild, $300,000

for a mystery writers festival
and a handful of other ear-
marks.
Lawmakers scraped up

funding for some high-prior-
ity projects, including $2.5
million to begin design work
on a proposed renovation of
Rupp Arena, home of the
University of Kentucky bas-
ketball team. They also
agreed to pony up $3.5 mil-
lion for improvements at the
Kentucky Horse Park north
of Lexington.
Lawmakers also passed

Beshear’s tax amnesty plan
that he believes could collect
a badly needed $55 million
over the next two years. It
would be the state’s first
offer of tax amnesty in a
decade, and would forgive
some penalties if people
come forward and pay their
taxes.
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Clark County Pharmacy
is now offering
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2012 Camp Dates
June 18-22 3rd/4th grade

June 25 - 29 Middle School 6-8th grade

July 2, 3, 5, 6 K-2nd grade Daycamp

July 9-13 5th/6th grade

July 16-20 3rd/4th grade

Rise Up

2012 Summer Camps

SHOWING ON
TWO SCREENS

MOVIES 9 I-64 EXIT 94 WINCHESTER
745-4900

ALL
SHOWS$5

4/13/12 to 4/19/12      www.BluegrassTheaters.com
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WASHINGTON (AP) —
U.S. officials say a rocket
launched by North Korea
failed moments after being
fired, but the Obama admin-
istration still described the
launch as a “provocative ac-
tion” that threatens regional
security. It said it has lost
confidence in Pyongyang and
would carry out its threat to
halt a planned delivery of
food aid to the communist
country.
In a statement, White

House spokesman Jay Carney
said the actions of the North
Korean regime were further
isolating it from the interna-
tional community.
“While this action is not

surprising, given North
Korea’s pattern of aggressive
behavior, any missile activity
by North Korea is of concern
to the international commu-
nity,” Carney said.
His statement came after

the North American Aero-
space Defense Command
and U.S. Northern Command
said the first stage of the
North Korean rocket fell to
the Yellow Sea and that the
remaining stages failed.
North Korea had said for

weeks it would launch a
satellite over the East China
Sea. The North says its satel-

lite launch is not prohibited,
and is, part of celebrations
marking the 100th anniver-
sary of the birth of the
regime’s founder, the late
Kim Il Sung. It claims it was
a peaceful mission to place a
satellite in space.
The U.S. and much of the

rest of the world, however,
consider it a test of a long-
range missile.
An administration official,

speaking on the condition of
anonymity to discuss the sen-
sitive developments, said the

planned delivery of food aid
to North Korea depended on
monitoring agreements with
Pyongyang that would ensure
the assistance would reach
the people of North Korea,
not the elites and the mili-
tary. The official said the U.S.
now has no confidence those
agreements can be imple-
mented.
The U.N. Security Council,

where the United States is
currently serving in the ro-
tating presidency, would
meet on Friday morning to

discuss the North Korean ac-
tion, an official said.
But the U.S. is not ex-

pected to seek an additional
Security Council resolution
against North Korea. An-
other administration official
said existing sanctions reso-
lutions against North Korea
are adequate and said their
enforcement could be “ratch-
eted up.”
The administration be-

lieves U.S. sanctions against
North Korea have restricted
its proliferation activities.

The property owner,
Aaron Ferguson, said he
was letting Ritchie stay in
his outbuilding for a while.
Ritchie said Ferguson was
not involved, but the grand
jury indicted him Thursday
for manufacturing
methamphetamines and
first-degree persistent
felony offender as well.
Ritchie was indicted on

the single count of manu-
facturing methampheta-
mine.
Ferguson’s indictment

came a week after he
pleaded guilty to first-de-
gree trafficking in a con-
trolled substance in
another case in Clark Cir-
cuit Court. He is scheduled
to be sentenced June 21 to
three years in prison.
Neither Ritchie nor Fer-

guson were in court Thurs-
day. Both men were
charged with manufactur-
ing for possession of two or
more chemicals or items
used to make methamphet-
amine.
Howard discovered the

lab while on foot patrol
near Mimosa and Tree-
haven drives around 6:30
a.m. and heard voices com-
ing from an outbuilding.
When he knocked on the
door and identified him-
self, Howard said he heard
items bring moved inside
the shed. When the door fi-
nally opened, smoke and
meth fumes came rolling
from the door.
Clark County Sheriff Berl

Perdue Jr. said there was
no meth in the shed other
than what was being

cooked, but there were in-
gredients and chemicals to
make more.
The Kentucky State Po-

lice’s drug task force
processed the scene and
cleaned it up.
The grand jury returned

the following indictments
Thursday:
— Juan F. Munoz, sec-

ond-degree criminal abuse.
— Jeremy Holland and

Amy Holland, fourth-de-
gree assault (misde-
meanor).
— Larry G. Patrick Jr.,

first-degree wanton endan-
germent (two counts),
tampering with physical
evidence.
— Michael S. Walden,

third-degree burglary (two
counts), attempted third-
degree burglary.
— Ashley Groves, first-

degree trafficking in a con-
trolled substance.
— Ruth Watkins, first-

degree trafficking in a con-
trolled substance.
— Brandon E. Clem, fla-

grant non-support (two
counts), first-degree per-
sistent felony offender.
— Matthew R. Martin,

attempted theft by unlaw-
ful taking (misdemeanor).
— Eddie W. Means, fla-

grant non-support.
— Steve Fields Jr., first-

degree trafficking in a con-
trolled substance (two
counts).
— Bobby Fuller, first-de-

gree trafficking in a con-
trolled substance.
— Anthony L. Wells, fla-

grant non-support (two
counts), first-degree per-
sistent felony offender.
— Amy Osborne Copsy,

making false statement to
obtain benefits.

INDICT
FROM PAGE A1

BUDGET
FROM PAGE A1

White House: Failed North
Korean launch ‘provocative’

AP photo
South Korean President Lee Myung-bak, center, presides over an emergency meeting of the Na-
tional Security Council over North Korea's long-range rocket with Defense Minister Kim Kwan-
jin, second from right in background, and Unification Minister Yu Woo-Ik, left in background, at
the presidential house in Seoul, South Korea today. North Korea fired a long-range rocket early
this morning, South Korean and U.S. officials said, defying international warnings against mov-
ing forward with a launch widely seen as a provocation.

FRANKFORT (AP) —
Two more counties have
been added to the list of
those eligible for reimburse-
ments to county and local
governments to help with
recovery from storms and
tornadoes about six weeks
ago.
Gov. Steve Beshear’s of-

fice says the addition of
Adair and Bath counties
brings the total number of
counties receiving storm-re-
lated federal aid to 23.
The assistance provides

reimbursements to county
and local governments to

repair public infrastructure
or to remove storm debris.
Bath County was previ-

ously approved for individ-
ual assistance.
Counties approved for in-

dividual and public assis-
tance are Bath, Grant,
Johnson, Kenton, LaRue,
Laurel, Lawrence, Magoffin,
Martin, Menifee, Morgan,
Pendleton, Trimble and
Wolfe.
Individual assistance has

been approved for Camp-
bell, Carroll, Grayson, Mont-
gomery, Ohio, Rowan and
Russell counties.

Adair, Bath counties
added to storm aid list


