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I’ll Have Another wins 138th Kentucky Derby
BY RICK CAPONE

WOODFORD SUN SPORTS EDITOR

So much for the theory that 
west coast horses can’t win the 
Kentucky Derby.

In a brilliant display of 
speed, guts and determina-
tion, the 138th running of the 
Kentucky Derby came down 
to an exciting stretch duel 
between two horses that race 
almost exclusively on the west 
coast  – I’ll Have Another and 
Bodemeister.

As the cheers of a record 
crowd of 165,307 grew louder 
and louder as the two charged 
down the stretch, jockey Mario 
Gutierrez urged I’ll Have An-
other on towards race leader 
Bodemesiter, who was ridden 
by hall of fame jockey Mike 
Smith and had led most of 
the race. 

In the end, I’ll Have An-
other, who was a $35,000 
purchase by Paul Reddam at 
a sale in Ocala last year, got 
by Bodemeister to win the 
race by 1-1/2-lengths. Dulla-
han, who was ridden by Kent 
Desormeaux and who was 
also charging hard at the end, 
fi nished third to Bodemeister 
by just a neck.

I’ll Have Another fi nished 
the 1-1/4-mile race in 2:01.83 
on a dirt track rated as fast.

The rest of the order of 
finish was: Went the Day 
Well, Creative Cause, Liaison, 
Union Rags, Rousing Sermon, 
Hansen, Daddy Nose Best, 
Optimizer, Alpha, El Padrino, 
Done Talking, Sabercat, Gem-
ologist, Trinniberg, Prospec-
tive, Take Charge Indy and 
Daddy Long Legs.

Woodford County con-
nections …

Out of Flower Alley-Arch’s 

Gal Edith, by Arch, I’ll Have 
Another now has four wins, 
one second and $2,093,600 in 
earnings in six career starts. 

In addition, there are two 
Woodford County connections 
to I’ll Have Another: his sire, 
Flower Alley, currently stands 
at Three Chimneys Farm in 
Midway, while his dam, Arch’s 
Gal Edith, is at Brookdale Farm 
in Versailles, where I’ll Have 
Another was foaled.

According to an article in 
the Louisville Courier-Journal 
on May 5, 2012, breeder Har-
vey Clarke says that most of 
the credit for breeding Arch’s 
Gal Edith to Flower Alley 
belongs to Brookdale Farm’s 
Freddy Seitz, the farm’s Year-

I’LL HAVE ANOTHER, who was bred and foaled at Brookdale Farm in Versailles, 
ran down Bodemeister to win the 138th running of the Kentucky Derby on Saturday, 
May 5, at Churchill Downs. (Photo by Matt Wooley / EquiSportPhotos.com)

ling Manager, who suggested 
it to him.

Then, in a third Woodford 
County Derby connection, the 
dam of second-place fi nisher 
Bodemeister is Untouched 
Talent, who is a mare that is 
boarded seasonally at Brook-
dale Farm.

First Derby win for jock-
ey, owner and trainer…

The Derby win gave Guti-
errez his fi rst Derby victory 
in just his fi rst time riding in 
the race.

“He is an amazing horse,” 
Gutierrez said. “I told every-
body before the fi rst time I 
rode him, I knew he was a 

good one.
“I don’t know what to say. 

Thanks to Mr. Reddam (the 
horse’s owner) for the con-
fi dence he showed in me at 
Santa Anita for allowing me to 
continue to ride this horse.”

For Gutierrez, it has been 
an amazing ride in his career. 
Last year at this time, the 25-
year-old jockey, who is from 
Mexico, was racing in Canada, 
where he got his start. From 
there, he moved his tack to 
Southern California, where 
he hooked up with Reddam, 
trainer Doug O’Neill and I’ll 
Have Another 

“I was in British Columbia 
in Vancouver (last year), where 
I’ve been doing all my racing 

since 2006 pretty much,” Guti-
errez said. “I watched it (last 
year’s Kentucky Derby) there. 
I saw Animal Kingdom win the 
Kentucky Derby.”

Now, one year later, he is a 
Kentucky Derby winner.

The win was also the fi rst 
Derby victory for O’Neill and 
Reddam, as well. However, 
both of them had been to the 
Derby together before, as 
they started Great Hunter and 
Liquidity in the race in 2007. 
They fi nished 13th and 14th, 
respectively.

O’Neill is best known as 
the trainer of the Lava Man, 
who among his 17 wins, many 
of them graded stakes wins, 
in 27 career starts, famously 
won the Hollywood Gold Cup 
three times. Lava Man was at 
Churchill this week as O’Neil’s 
pony horse.

“It’s pretty cool. It’s in-
credible,” said O’Neill of his 
fi rst Kentucky Derby victory. 
“When you tell people you’re 
in the horse racing game, they 
ask you, ‘Have you won the 
Kentucky Derby?’ Yes I have, 
(in) 2012. My brother Den-
nis, he’s been there with me 
through the ups and downs, 
and there’s been a lot of downs. 
So, this is incredible, and I’m 
going to soak it up as long as 
I can.”

The race…

In the race, Bodemeister 
broke from the gate and went 
for the lead right away, setting 
a quick pace through the fi rst 
quarter. Behind him were a 
number of horses, including 
Hansen, Gemologist and I’ll 
Have Another.

Bodemeister continued to 
hold onto the lead down the 
back stretch and then even 
opened a wider lead coming 
around the fi nal turn and head-
ing into the stretch. 

That’s when I’ll Have 
Another began to make his 
move, as Gutierrez moved him 
four-wide into the stretch, then 
aimed him straight towards the 
race leader. At the end, he was 
able to catch his rival, pass him 

and fi nish with some space be-
tween them for a 1-1/2-length
victory.

Meanwhile. Desormeaux 
had Dullahan an amazing
seven-wide in the lane and
also charging hard. But, in the
end, he just could not catch
Bodemesiter, and fi nished just
a neck behind him in third.

Going off at 15.3-to-1 odds, 
I’ll Have Another paid $22.39,
$13.80 and $9. Race favorite,
Bodemesiter, who went off at
4.2-to-1 odds, paid $6.20 and
$5, while Dullahan returned
$7.20 at 12.1-to-1 odds.

I’ll Have Another began hit-
ting his stride when he won the
Robert B. Lewis Stakes (G2) at 
Santa Anita on Feb. 4 at 43-to-
1 odds. Then, he repeated his
success on April 7 with a win
in the Santa Anita Derby (G1).
Those two wins, especially the 
one in the Robert Louis, told
O’Neill he had a special horse
on his hands.

“That race (the Robert 
Louis) really surprised me,”
O’Neill said. “They wanted
to try that spot to see if he
was a Derby horse, and then
he repeated in the Santa Anita
Derby.”

Now, with the Derby under
his belt, O’Neill has only one
more thing to add, “Maryland,
here we come baby!”

In two weeks, on May 19,
I’ll Have Another will try to
win the second jewel of the
Triple Crown, when he races
in the Preakness Stakes (G1)
at Pimolico Race track in Bal-
timore, Md.

A record falls… 

After three records fell on
Kentucky Oaks Friday, one
more fell during the Kentucky
Derby under card.

Race 9: Groupie Doll won
the seven furlong Humana Dis-
taff (G1) and, in the process,
fi nished the race in 1:20.44,
breaking the track record of
1:20.50 set by Alannan on May 
5, 2001, and the stakes record
of 1:20.70, which was set by
Dream Supreme in 2001.
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Brereton Jones’s Believe You Can wins the Oaks

ROSIE NAPRAVNIK celebrates after guiding Believe You Can to victory in the 
138th running of the Kentucky Oaks on Friday, May 4, at Churchill Downs. The win 
gave Napravnik the honor of being fi rst female jockey to win the Oaks. In addition, 
Believe You Can is owned by, and was bred by, Brereton Jones, owner of Airdrie 
Stud in Midway. (Photo by Jessie Holmes / EquiSportPhotos.com)

Believe You Can, a Wood-
ford County homebred by 
Brereton Jones, owner of Aird-
rie Stud in Midway, ran down 
Broadway’s Alibi in the fi nal 
furlong to win the 138th run-
ning of the Kentucky Oaks at 
Churchill Downs in Louisville 
on Friday, April 4, in front of a 
near-record crowd of 112,552, 
who stuck around despite a 
late-afternoon thunderstorm. 

The race came down to 
an exciting side-by-side duel 
down the long Churchill 
Downs stretch between Be-
lieve You Can, who was rid-
den by Rosie Napravnik, and 
Broadway’s Alibi, who ridden 
by John Velazquez. 

In the end, Believe You 
Can, who is trained by Larry 
Jones, got her head in front, 
then pulled away and won 
the race by three-quarters of a 
length over Broadway’s Alibi. 
Race favorite, Grace Hall, with 
jockey Javier Castellano rid-
ing, fi nished third.

With the win, Napravnik 
made history as the fi rst female 
jockey to win the Kentucky 
Oaks. It was also some sweet 
consolation for the 24-year-
old jockey, as she had learned 
earlier this week that her 
Kentucky Derby mount, Mark 
Valeski, had been pulled from 
the race.

“It’s unbelievable,” a very 
happy Napravnik said after the 
race. “I’m just so happy and so 
grateful to be here. There’s a lot 
of people that are a big part of 
me getting to this and winning 

this race, and I just can’t thank 
everybody enough. 

Napravnik was late to the 
post-race interview because 
she was out riding another 
Larry Jones-trained fi lly, To-
tally Tucker, to a win in the 
race right after the Oaks. 

In addition to Napravnik’s 
success in the race, Larry 
Jones and Brereton Jones both 
captured their second Oaks to-
gether. They won their fi rst one 
in 2008 with Proud Spell.

Believe You Can, who is 
out of Airdrie’s sire Proud 

Citizen-El Fasto, by El Prado 
(Ire), completed the 1-1/8th 
mile race in 1:49.50. 

In the race, Broadway’s 
Alibi broke cleanly from the 
gate, jumped out to the lead 
along the inside, then led the 
14-horse fi eld around the fi rst 
turn and down the back stretch, 
setting fractions of :23.12, 
:47.47 and 1:11.58. 

Meanwhile, Believe You 
Can had lost her footing for a 
second at the start, but recov-
ered quickly, and was soon 
following three-wide right 

near Broadway’s Alibi all the 
way around the track and into 
the far turn.

Coming around the fi nal 
turn, Napravnik urged Believe 
You Can onward toward race 
leader, Broadway’s Alibi, and 
by mid-stretch, the two were 
side-by-side and dueling for 
the lead in front of the second 
largest crowd to ever watch the 
Oaks. (The largest crowd was 
116,046 in 2010.)

“We turned for home and I 
said, ‘This is it. We’re going to 
get it or we’re not,’” Napravnik 

said. “She just got a little lower 
and much faster.”

Finally, as they neared the 
fi nish line, Believe You Can 
slowly began to gain the lead, 
and at the wire, fi nished three-
quarters of a length ahead of 
Broadway’s Alibi.

“(It was a) dream trip, 
absolutely,” Napravnik said. 
“…Last year was kind of a 
tease (fi nishing a fast closing 
second on St. John’s River). 
I was so close, but not there. 
And, this year, I was deter-
mined to be the one in the 
winner’s circle and I had the 
right horse to do it.”

Believe You Can has now 
raced nine times in her ca-
reer and has six wins and 
$1,059,484 in earnings. 

Believe You Can, who went 
off at 13.80-to-1 odds, paid 
$29.60, $11.80 and $6.40, 
while Broadway’s Alibi, who 
went off at 4.30-to 1 odds, 
returned $6 and $4.20. Grace 
Hall, the race favorite at 2.8-to-
1 odds, paid $3.20 to show.

Earlier this year, questions 
had been raised about Believe 
You Can after she fi nished 
in fourth-place in the Rachel 
Alexandra Stakes (G3) on Feb. 
25 at Fair Grounds. However, 
her connections believed that 
race was a “fl uke,” and their 
three-year-old fi lly went on to 
prove them right.

In her next race, the Fair 
Ground Oaks (G2), which was 
run on March 31, Believe You 
Can, with Napravnik aboard, 
rebounded from her previous 
fourth-place fi nish and won 
that 1-1/16th-mile race by a 

neck over Summer Applause.
Then, in the biggest race of

her career, the Kentucky Oaks,
Believe You Can ran her heart
out and, not only won the race,
but put herself squarely in the
conversation for three-year-old
fi lly of the year honors.

Oaks Day Records...

Three horses set track re-
cords in three straight races
during Oaks day. 

Race 7: In the 57th running
of the $110,000 Eight Belles
Stakes, Contested fi nished the
seven-furlong race on the dirt
in 1:21.19, breaking the record 
set by Roxelena in 2000 of
1:21.97. Contested is trained
by Bob Baffert, ridden by 
Martin Garcia and owned by
Baffert’s wife, Jill Baffert.

Race 8: In the 27th running
of the $184,800 Edgewood 
Stakes, Stephanie’s Kitten 
won the 1-1/16th-mile race
on the turf in 1:40.94, which
broke the record of 1:41.94
set by Sweet Talker in 2005.
Stephanie’s Kitten is owned
by Ken and Sarah Ramsey. 
She was ridden in the race by
John Velazquez and is trained
by Wayne Catalano.

Race 9: In the ninth run-
ning of the $337,800 Alysheba
Stakes (G2), Successful Dan
won the 1-1/16th-mile race
on the dirt in 1:41.04, which
shattered the stakes record of
1:42.32 set by Limehouse in
2005. Successful Down was
ridden by Julien Leparoux. He
is trained by Charles Lopresti
and owned by Morton Fink.

TRENT BOYD, a senior member of the Woodford County High School boys’ soccer 
team, signed to play at Georgetown College next year in a ceremony in the high 
school library on Wednesday, May 2. A center-midfi elder and Woodford’s offensive 
MVP in 2012, Boyd will be attending Georgetown on a partial scholarship. Shown 
in the photo at the ceremony are, front row, from left, his father, Russ Boyd; his 
mother, Alicia Boyd; Trent; and his sister, McKenna Boyd; back row, Fonyam Atanga, 
Woodford boys’ head soccer coach; Derek Willis, Georgetown men’s head soccer 
coach; and Nathan Noble, Georgetown assistant coach. (Photo by Rick Capone)

THE MAVERICKS, which is made up of seventh and eighth graders, won the Varsity
League Championship at Falling Springs recently. The team defeated the Sixers,
who were the regular season champions, in the fi nal game of the tournament on a
last second shot to win the championship. Plagued with injuries all season long,
the “smallest team in the league” stunned everyone by winning the tournament.
Team members shown in the photo are, bottom row, from left, Zachary Zeefe, Luke
Manning, Eric Stang, Josh Walling and Matthew Jones; back row, Tim Smith (coach),
Tyler Popovitz, Colton Chambers, Wesley Smith, Preston Swindell, Ryan Mink,
Ben Bruckner and Chip Chambers (coach). (Photo submitted)
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