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It’s official: Forty is the new
30, 60 is the new 50 and Larry
Brown is the new basketball
coach at Southern Methodist.

He’ll be 72 on Sept. 14,
which means he’ll be 73 when
SMU enters the Big East Con-

ference. If the
Mustangs visit
Louisville in
2013-14, I’ve re-
quested a “Big
Monday” tipoff
at 3 p.m. to en-
sure Brown can
slip away for
the Early Bird
Special.

With Brown,
planning two

seasons ahead is risky busi-
ness. SMU will be his 13th head
coaching stop (third in college)
over parts of 37 seasons. Do the
math, then decide if he’ll be
coaching SMU or across town
with the Dallas Mavericks in
2014.

Or will he have the Mus-
tangs on NCAA probation? He’s
good at that, too. Ask the folks
at UCLA or Kansas.

I’d better take a 30-second
timeout from the zingers, be-
cause as former Alabama
coach Wimp Sanderson once
advised, if people keep teasing
you about your age, just beat
them with your cane.

Besides, Brown is actually
the latest example of a college
basketball generational shift.
Coaches aren’t reporting for
tee times as early as they did a
generation ago.

Henry Iba was 65 when he
retired from Oklahoma State.
John Wooden was more than
six months from his 65th birth-
day when he walked away from
UCLA with his 10th NCAA title
in 1975. Adolph Rupp wasn’t
ready to retire from Kentucky
in 1972, but he departed be-
cause of a mandatory state re-
tirement law. Rupp was 70.

They stayed retired. Now
we have a Golden Boys conven-
tion. Brown is starting fresh at
71. Jim Calhoun will celebrate
his 70th birthday at Connecti-
cut on May 10.

What was the most impres-
sive achievement at Syracuse
this season: earning a No. 1
seed or Jim Boeheim proving
you can win big at 67?

Don’t forget Mike Krzyzew-
ski at Duke. He celebrated his
Division I-record 927th victory
in March and his 65th birthday
in February, and I don’t know
anybody who doubts that he
will win at least 1,000 games.

Coach K isn’t quitting. Nei-
ther is Boehiem. Now you have
Brown thinking he can make
basketball relevant at SMU, a
school that has not averaged
5,000 fans per home game since
1987 and hasn’t won an NCAA
Tournament game since 1988.

“Obviously, Larry loves the
game,” said Sonny Smith, the
former Auburn coach. Smith is
75. He was 59 when he left his
final job at Virginia Common-
wealth. The only coaching he
does today is coaching himself
through his daily tennis match.

“What all of us miss is the
teaching,” Smith said. “I’m
sure Larry missed the smell of
the gym and the sounds of the
gym and the chance to go to
practice. We all miss practice
and being around the players
and other coaches. Not the wins
and losses.”

Yes, but SMU won’t be pay-
ing Brown seven figures to
come to practice. Can a 72-
year-old coach deliver at a
school that drew a total of
30,190 fans for 15 home games
last season?

“I don’t know,” said Sander-
son, who will celebrate his 75th
birthday in August. “The most
difficult thing will be recruit-
ing. There will be people nega-
tive-recruiting against him,
telling kids he’s only going to be
there a year or two.

“So he’ll have to get out
there and do it himself. You
can’t leave all that to the assis-
tant coaches. You have to force
yourself to get out there, see
prospects, scout them, recruit
them and close the deal. Is he
ready to do that?”

Pour yourself a warm glass
of milk. We’re about to find out.

Reach Rick Bozich at (502)
582-4650 or rbozich@courier-
journal.com, and read his blog
and previous columns at
www.courier-journal.com/bozich.

Brown’s
bench
should be
in a park

Rick
Bozich

D
otsie Bausch’s grandfather
and uncle owned and trained
racehorses, so her childhood
ambition was to be a jockey.
Genetics altered that plan

when she grew to 5 feet 9.
Bausch, 39, still enjoys riding but has

traded horses for a bicycle, a change that
has made her among the most unlikely of
likely Olympians. The Ballard High
School graduate is expected to compete in
the team pursuit event at the London
Games this summer. A formal announce-
mentwillbemadebyUSACyclinginJune.

Her path has certainly been different
than that of her competitors. Bausch
didn’t take up cycling until1998, and aside
from brief stints in cross country as a high
school freshman and rowing as a sopho-
more at Villanova University, she didn’t
have an extensive athletic background.
Cycling was a way to outpace the demons
ofanorexia thatplaguedher inher20sand
reduced her tall frame to under 100
pounds.

Fast forward to the present. Bausch,
Sarah Hammer, Lauren Tamayo and Jen-
nieReedwill leaveforSpainnextmonthto
train until the Olympics. They finished
fifth in the UCI Track World Champion-
ships this month, a result Bausch de-
scribed as disappointing. In 2011 she and
her teammates won a World Champion-
ship silver medal in the 3-kilometer event.

Having a shot at the Olympics is mirac-
ulous considering the route she has taken.

“I would have said absolutely, positive-
ly no way — in another lifetime maybe,”
said Bausch, who now lives in Irvine,
Calif.,butwasinLouisvillelastweek.“The
process has been tough. I think almost any
Olympian would tell you that. The road to
getting there is not paved with easy
streets.”

On the back deck of her parents’ home,
completewithanAmericanflag,Bausch’s
mother smiled.

“Dotsie was a child that when she set
her mind to something she would accom-
plish it,”MargieCowdensaid.“Itdidn’tal-
ways necessarily come easy, but she was

HER OWN
HUNGER

GAME

In her parents’ Louisville backyard, Bausch carries the flag she hopes to represent in London.
She took up cycling after overcoming an eating disorder in the late 1990s. MATT STONE/THE C-J

Ballard High School graduate Dotsie Bausch
competes in team pursuit, which will make its
Olympic debut in London this summer. AP

Bausch might ride
anorexia therapy all
the way to Olympics

See BAUSCH, Page C2

By Michael Grant
mgrant@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

The Toledo Mud Hens completed
the first four-game series sweep of the
Louisville Bats since April 2011 with a
2-1 victory in front of 6,987 fans at
Louisville Slugger Field on Friday
night.

It also was the first four-game
sweep of the Bats at home since May
2006.

Louisville put two runners on base
in the ninth but couldn’t push a run
across. Left-hander Casey Crosby (1-2)
got the victory, and Brayan Villarreal
earned the save.

The Mud Hens got two early runs
off Brett Tomko (0-2), and that was all
they would need. Tomko gave up six
hits, walked three and struck out five
in 51⁄3 innings.

After a strong first inning in which
he struck out two batters, Tomko
walked two and surrendered a run in
the second.

Matt Young blasted an RBI triple to
the right-field wall to put Toledo on the

board. The Mud Hens left two runners
stranded when Bryan Holaday popped
out.

The Bats put together a two-out rally
to tie it in the bottom half. Paul Janish
doubled to right-center, and Felix Perez
followed with a single that rolled into
right field. Young’s throw to catcher
Holaday wasn’t in time to nab Janish,
and Perez advanced to second on the
throw. Crosby walked Corky Miller, but
the rally ended when Kristopher Ne-
gron flied out to center field.

Toledo took a 2-1 lead in the third on

See BATS, Page C5

Mud Hens complete sweep of Bats

When spring would roll
around in recent years, Scout-
.com national recruiting analyst
Evan Daniels could count on be-
ing more popular with college
basketball coaches than a five-

star prospect.
That’s because the NCAA

wouldn’t let college coaches at-
tend events that attracted high
school players in April and
May, but Daniels and other
recruiting analysts were there.

“My phone would ring off
the hook,” said Daniels, a Louis-
ville native. “I was out watch-
ing kids anyway, but the coach-
es didn’t have a chance to eval-
uate kids from a yearlong
standpoint. It was tough on the

process.”
All of that changed in Octo-

ber, when the NCAA decided to
allow coaches to evaluate play-
ers on two weekends in the
spring. Now the tournaments
are jammed with college coach-
es.

“I believe it’s a big change
and good for the coaches and
the kids,” said Louisville Magic
coach Ellis Myles, a former
University of Louisville player.
“Guys just need to turn one

See RECRUIT, Page C8

April now hunting season in hoops
NCAA rule change
sends recruiters
back out on the road
By Jody Demling
jdemling@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

Tom Crean: “It’s
very valuable to
help us study
players and
hopefully make
even better
evaluations.”

Rick Pitino: “I like it
because it saves us
time, figuring out
who we want to
go after. It lets us
now evaluate the

kids we want to
go watch in July.”

UP NEXT
Who: Indian-
apolis
When: 2:05
p.m. today
Where:
Louisville
Slugger Field

First four-game wipeout
at home since May 2006
By J.J. Hysell
Special to The Courier-Journal
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