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Can you name the three players
who started the game at second
base and hit three home runs in a
game since 2000?
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A.J. Burnett made his long-awaited Pittsburgh
debut last Saturday, and an inauspicious be-
ginning became an outstanding outing. Burnett
loaded the bases in the first innning with no
outs against the visiting Cardinals with a cou-
ple of walks and a single. He then retired 20 of
the next 22 hitters he faced, one on a double-
play, to log seven shutout innings. After loading
the bases, the efficient righthander retired 15
of the 21 outs on three pitches or less.
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While the Red Sox were coughing up a 9-0 lead
against the hated Yankees, Phil Humber of the
White Sox was making history in Seattle by
tossing a perfect game. The much-traveled
Humber, who has twice been claimed off
waivers, will make his next start at home
against the struggling BoSox.
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The best rotation in the National League will
take on the senior circuit’s best offensive player
in Matt Kemp as the Nationals visit the Dodgers.
Ross Detwiler will get the ball for the opener on
Friday night against the reigning Cy Young win-
ner Clayton Kershaw. Stephen Strasburg will be
on the hill on Saturday against Chad Billingsley.
Two lefties, Gio Gonzalez and Chris Capuano,
will take the stage for the finale on Sunday.
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The Rangers’ bats have been lively this sea-
son, to say the least, and Hamilton is leading
the charge. Last week he hit .462 with a
1.324 OPS. He had three home runs, 11 RBIs
and scored five times.
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The center fielder is ready for the big leagues;
however, with a crowded outfield, the Rangers
aren’t ready for him. He’s hitting .333 with
three homers through 16 games at Triple-A.

� Career complete game by Phil Humber of the Chicago White Sox. The 29-year-old, who has been claimed off 
waivers twice in his career, had never pitched into the ninth inning before his perfect game against the 
Mariners on Saturday.

�	� Run differential for the Texas Rangers, who are 13-3 on the season. Texas has three one-run losses to the 
White Sox, Mariners and Tigers.

����� Hits by Boston’s Carl Yastrzemski at Fenway Park, the most of any player in the stadium’s 100-year history.

	���� Games started at catcher by the trio of Jorge Posada, Jason Varitek and Ivan Rodriguez, who all retired 
since last season. They combined to play in 228 postseason games, including 48 World Series games, 
winning seven championships.

� Age of Colorado’s Jamie Moyer, who became the oldest pitcher to win a major league game with a victory 
over San Diego on April 17. Moyer tossed seven innings and allowed no earned runs to lower his 
ERA to 2.55. It was win No. 268 for the veteran lefthander.

Josh Hamilton Athlon Sports
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As if a perfect game weren’t enough, Humber
put together two good starts last week, with
an 0.63 ERA and WHIP. He pitched the 21st
perfect game in major league history, and now
has one complete game in his career. In fact,
that was the first time he had ever pitched
into the ninth inning.
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The Atlanta Braves are hot. With Michael
Bourn getting on base and running, Freeman
is enjoying hitting with runners in scoring po-
sition. Last week, Freeman drove home 14
runs with his .478 average. He hit three
homers and five doubles.
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Luebke has been one bright spot for the
Padres this season. He won both starts last
week, tossing 15 innings and allowing just
eight hits and three walks. He struck out nine
and posted an ERA of 0.60.
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After three times through the rotation (and

four starts for ace Stephen Strasburg), the
Washington Nationals’ rotation has been dom-
inant. All five starters boast a WHIP below 1.00.
While the numbers are staggering (1.82 ERA,
0.86 WHIP, two home runs in 98.2 innings, 1.86
batting average against), the success of the
group isn’t that shocking. All five starters have,
at some point in their careers, been projected
as top-of-the-rotation aces. Certainly, they will
come down to earth and cough up a few bad
outings, but the Nationals’ plan to build around
starting pitching is coming together nicely.
Ace Strasburg has been hyped as a Hall of

Famer since the Nats made him very rich as the
first overall draft pick in 2009. After missing
about 12 months recovering from Tommy John
surgery, the fireballer is dominating again.
Ross Detwiler, who leads the staff with a 0.56

ERA, was the team’s first round pick in 2007.
The organization thought enough of Detwiler to
promote him to the big leagues three months
after he was drafted. Jordan Zimmermann was
taken in the second round in 2007, and in four
seasons of minor league pitching, he allowed
just 182 hits in 235 innings. He was named the
organization’s Minor League Pitcher of the Year
in 2008. He blossomed last season with a 3.18
ERA in 26 starts for Washington.
Gio Gonzalez was a first-round pick by the

White Sox in 2004 and was subsequently traded
three times before the A’s dealt him to Wash-
ington this winter. In two full seasons with the
A’s, Gonzalez was 31-21 with a 3.17 ERA and
gave up 346 hits in 402.2 innings with 368 Ks.
Edwin Jackson was once considered by

Baseball America (2004) as the No. 4 prospect
in baseball. The 2001 sixth-round pick of the
Dodgers never turned the corner in the minor
leagues, but his major league numbers have
been much better. This season, he tossed a two-
hit complete game against Cincinnati, then had
a horrendous first inning against the Astros, be-
fore settling down. He tied James Shields for
the team lead in wins for the Rays in their his-
toric pennant-winning season in 2008, and was
a part of the world champion Cardinals’ staff
down the stretch last season.

1. Rangers Josh Hamilton early MVP candidate.
2. Dodgers Mark Ellis is proving to be a nice offseason acquisition.
3. Yankees Yanks rained homers on Boston’s weekend parade.
4. Tigers Justin Verlander was only answer for powerful Texas offense.
5. Cardinals Won first five three-game series of the year.
6. Nationals Rotation is best in baseball right now.
7. Blue Jays Part of logjam in AL East.
8. Braves Michael Bourn and Freddie Freeman getting it done.
9. DiamondbacksWon’t face Dodgers until mid-May.
10. Rays Pitchers prepping for vaunted Rangers offense this weekend.
11. Indians Hafner and Hannahan hitting above .340; teammates, .221.
12. Phillies Only the Pirates have scored fewer runs.
13. Reds Team batting average mired at .223.
14. Brewers Only team to take a series from the Dodgers.
15. Angels Better batting average than opponents, but fewer runs.
16. Rockies Won three series in a row.
17. Giants Buster Posey hitting his way into MVP talk.
18. White Sox Perseverance pays off for humble Humber.
19. Marlins Last four losses by one or two runs.
20. Orioles Toronto, Chicago, Los Angeles trip yielded a 6-4 record.
21. Red Sox On the outside looking in at four-team division race.
22. Mets Of the four NLers hitting above .370, two play for the Mets.
23. A’s Scored fewest runs in American League.
24. Mariners Can M’s get Felix Hernandez any runs?
25. Pirates A.J. Burnett gave Bucs huge lift on Saturday.
26. Astros Closer Brett Myers becoming valuable trade bait.
27. Cubs Cubs have just five homers through 16 games.
28. Padres Opponents are slugging just .316 at Petco Park.
29. Twins Only Boston has allowed more runs.
30. Royals Lost first nine games at home.
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Lefty Steve Carlton of the Philadelphia Phillies
pitched his sixth one-hitter, defeating his old team,
the St. Louis Cardinals. Carlton, who never pitched
a no-hitter, twirled the first of his six one-hitters in
1968 as a member of the Cardinals.
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Houston’s Nolan Ryan struck out Brad Mills of the
Montreal Expos (and current Astros manager) to
presumably break the all-time strikeout record held
by Walter “Big Train” Johnson of 3,508. Since then,
baseball historians have credited Johnson with
3,509 whiffs, so Ryan didn’t actually break the
record until his next start in New York against
Mookie Wilson.

Compiled by Charlie Miller. Follow Charlie 
on Twitter @AthlonCharlie or email him 
at Charlie.Miller@AthlonSports.com
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Best Young Stars: Age 25 and Under

!��#����� $���Bret Boone, San Diego;
Dustin Pedroia, Boston; Jose Ortiz, 
Colorado.
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Andrew McCutchen (left) is the best posi-
tion player on this roster, and Stephen
Strasburg (center) and Clayton Kershaw
(right) are aces on any roster.

ARLINGTON, Texas (AP) —
Ivan Rodriguez was back in
Texas again. This time, the 14-
time All-Star catcher said he
has played his last game.

Calling it a very hard day
after a great run, his eyes glis-
tened and Rodriguez spoke
slowly at first Monday as he
announced his retirement. It
came nearly 21 years after the
fan favorite known as Pudge

made his major league debut
as a 19-year-old with the
Rangers before later playing
with five other teams.

Rodriguez was surrounded
at the podium by his wife and
his three children, including
his 19-year-old son who is a
prospect in the Minnesota
Twins organization. He
thanked his parents and
brother who sat in the front

row for supporting him since
he started playing baseball at
age 5 in Puerto Rico.

Rodriguez said he planned
to remain in baseball in some
capacity. Rangers president
Nolan Ryan said there have al-
ready had some preliminary
discussions with him about
what that might be in the or-
ganization.

“I’m always going to be in

baseball the rest of my life,”
Rodriguez said. “I’ll be in
baseball, and I’ll be active and
I’ll be doing things, you’ll def-
initely see me around.”

Rodriguez caught a major
league record 2,427 games,
surpassing Carlton Fisk’s
record of 2,226 during a game
for the Houston Astros three
years ago at Rangers Ballpark.
It was later that season that

Pudge returned briefly to the
Rangers, the team he played
for the first 12 of his 21 sea-
sons.

“It was interesting to have
witnessed Pudge’s career and
be involved in it at the start
and see the player that he
grew to be and the impact that
he had on our organization,”
said Ryan, the Hall of Fame
pitcher who was still playing

when Rodriguez made his
major league debut on June
20, 1991.

Rodriguez hit .296 with 311
home runs and 1,332 RBIs in
2,543 games overall with
Texas (1991-2002, 2009),
Florida (2003), Detroit (2004-
08), the Yankees (2008), Hous-
ton (2009), and Washington
(2010-11). His 13 Gold Gloves
were the most for a catcher.

Rodriguez back in Texas, this time to retire


