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ALGAE AT FISHPOND LAKE
rakes like those on the shore
week to clean the surface of

FISHPOND . . .

became unswimmable because
of weeds, lack of supervision
and reports of polluted water.

The road has been oiled and
grass alongside the road and in
ne larger open areas is 'ewly

cut.
Jaycee President Combs said

he didn't know who was paying
the local boys who were hired
to work at the site along with
the many volunteers. The
young men said they thought
theyxl been hired by the

Club, but weren't sure
who was paying them. "They
tell us it's the Kiwanis Club,
but it must be Bethlehem
who's paying," said one work-

er as another nodded in agree-
ment.

(Because of the nature of
Jenkins, which is a ny

town, many members of
both the Jaycees and Kiwanis
Club and leaders of youth

roups are employees of the
fethlehem operation.)
The Kentucky Department of

Fish and Wildlife sent represen-
tatives to Fishpond lake on
Tuesday afternoon to test the
water for acid content and to
make a fish count.
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awaits some more hands with
which have been used this
the lake. (Eagle photo)

(from Page 1)

The conservation officer for
Letcher County, James Cau-dil- l,

accompanied the men on
the survey and reported that
the men were surprised at their
findings. "They had expected
a high acid content," Caudill
said, "but they tested in three
places and the Ph (acid-alkalin- e)

factor was 7. 2." A Ph
factor of 7.2 is slightly more
acidic than neutral, but does
not approach the Ph factor of
9 (highly acidic) which is cur-
rently proposed as the maxi-
mum level allowed in water
discharged from surface mines.

Caudill said that JameS Hens-le- y

of the Fish and Wildlife
Department was disappointed
at the number of fish in the
lake. He added that it "was
surprising to me that there are
weeds but no fish." Accord-
ing to Caudill, the weeds may
be killed with chemicals or
indirectly by fertilizing the
pond, which will grow other
vegetation and put the weeds
in shadow, thus killing them.
He said the state officials sug-
gested fertilizing the lake and
restocking it with bluegill and
bass.

(Continued on Page 12)

FISH AND WILDLIFE staff members shock fish to the sur-

face for a count at Fishpond Lake on Tuesday, but find
few fish. (Eagle photo)
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Where's our school?

To the Editor:

Just before the last School
Board Election we saw a pic-
ture in you paper of a new
school building to be construct-
ed on Llncfork at the Kingdom
Come School, we later read
that it was just to be an addition'
Last wci k wc read there they
didn't have enough money to
meet the bid for this addition.

We would like to know, that
is if anyone could give us an
answer, Vvhat happened to the
first plans? If there was ever
any money for the new build-
ing surely there ought to be
plenty for just an addition. I

don't think the people on Line-for- k

and surrounding areas
ought to sit down and settle for
an addition, or even nothing.

We pay our tax dollars as
often as anyone, I think we
ought to have more than pro-

mises or disappointments. If
I'm not mistaken the new
building picture was in the
Mt. Eagle the same week that
our present Board Member
announced he was running
again.

We also read before the last
Election where there was going
to be some repair work done or
a new bridge built at the mouth
of Defeated Creek across Line-fo- rk

with emergency funds.
Since Election we haven't
heard or read a word of it. Now
its school time again and still
no bridge. Those kids will be
staying nome over half of the
time.

If anyone could tell us what
happened to all the plans for
the new addition to the King-
dom Come School and the
Bridge we'd sure like an ex-
planation.

RUTH FRAZIER
KINGS CREEK, KENTUCKY

Ex-pol- ice writes
To the Editor:

I would like to take this
time to thank all the people,
young and old, who tried to'
i ;lp me to get back on the
Police Force at Whitesburg.
But, I have decided that it is
not worth all the time and
effort that is being spent. The
reason I say this is that the
job is not worth that much to
me.

I can help people in many
other ways, with out having
to wear a badge. So, let's
all smile and try to help
each other on some worthy
c- - 'ie.

Thanks again, and by the
way, the people of Whitesburg
could have a good Police
dept. without me if, and I'll
just say if, and that I tried
to be a good oolicem in.
STEVE BREWER
WHITESBURG

No school, no tax

To the Editor:

I see now that it doesn't
pay the people on Line fork to
get their hopes up so high.

The new school which we've
heard so much about has already
fallen through. I won't believe
it until I see it going up.

It doesn't look like we are
ever going to get anything
over here . I guess some oT the
people just want us to give it
back to the Indians. They wont
do anything for our roads. Peo-
ple come here from other states
and they t lk about what bad
roads weVe got. They sure are
bad in some places.

If the perole would just quit

paying their tax and not vote
for these people that promise
they are going to do things
for us over here, then they
don't do anything, maybe we
would be better off.

Just wait until another election
comes up and see what they
have to promise the people. We
have been promised so much
before and nothing was done I

just can't believe it is true. I

think that is the way most peo-

ple feel too. They have just
given uo hope.

If anyone reads this and they
know what Watson Caudills
Wifcs naxne was before she was
married I would appreciate
their getting in touch with me.
She was my grandmother. She
lived at the mouth of Dry Fork
over on the Kentucky Rtoer and
I sure would like to find out
more about her.

FITZHUGH HALCOMB
LINE FORK, KENTUCKY

Against "broad form"
To the Editor:

I saw an article in the New
York Times, August 1, 1971,
written by George Vecsey,
conerning the recent increase
in coal strip mining in Eastern
Kentucky, which forced me
to write to you.

My girlhood home was in
Marion (Crittenden Co. ), Ky.
My people came to Western
Ky. when Virginia was a
province of Great Britain.
Even though I have never
been in Letcher County, I

have long felt that the Eastern
part of Kentucky was kept
poor by the coal owners.

I did not realize that the
"broad form" deeds signed
long ago were still considered
legal in Kentucky. I can
see why the Natives are angry.
I am very glad that a new
conservative group is being
formed. It is good that the
people are insisting on their
rights. I know that you will
encourage them all you can.

Is there no one in the entire
state that can get legislative
action started tnat would void
the old "broad form" deeds,
so that the natives can truly
own their own land?

The Governor of the state
it seems, is the logical one
to start this project. I realize
that money and interest are
hard to fight.

I know what strip mining
does to the land. My husband
and I lived in West Virginia
at the University in n,

where we saw pit
mining and strip mining not
far apart.

It is my hope that you will
continue writing about con-
ditions In the coal strip fields
of Eastern Kentucky, until
some day someone can't be
bought. Do keep the good
work up.

Someday the Mountains of
Kentucky must be as acces-
sible to the public, asthose.
in North Carolina.

It is a joy to go back to
Western Kentucky and see the
beautiful lakes. It is time
for the people of Eastern
Kentucky to live better.
They are very courageous
people, may God bless them.

VIVIAN STONE MARTENS
(Mrs. James H.C. )
HIGHLAND PARK, N. J.

Ray of hope
To the Editor:

The report in the New York
Times of 1 August that "Ken-tuckia- ns

were uniting to oppose
further development of strip
mining was an inspiration to all
Americans who regard the de- -

struction of our national en-
vironment as a national disaster
and perhaps as a threat to our
national security, and, a ray
of hope that there may still be
time for men and women to
join together to preserve the
environment, more, to restore
it, for without a doubt the en-

vironment is the mother of us
all and irshe sickens and de-

cays so do wc, all of us.
The new battles on the eco-

logical front are building in-

exorably to a series of climaxes.
The people of Kentucky are in
the forefront of that struggle
and we are all in their debt.

ALFRED APPELL
505 East Lincoln Avenue

MOUNT VERNON, NEW YORK

To Perkins

To the Editor:

Would you please print this
copy of a letter which I have
recently sent to Congressman
Carl Perkins?

Honorable Carl Perkins
Hindman, Kentucky

Dear Mr. Perkins
Although I offer this letter as

a disenfranchised Kentuckian,
it is promped by an enormous
vested interest in love and
blood in your congressional dis-

trict. Having been bom and
reared in Letcher County, ham-
let Blackey, I have returned
many times during the years
to visit relatives and life -- long
friends. Alas, trips to Blackey
of late are beginning to net
more and more pain and less
and less joy. I am appalled
by the crimes being committed
against the hill people and
their progeny, for generations
to come, by the modern
methods of coal mining. I am
aghast that this rape ofthe hills
is so widely condoned by elec-
ted officialdom, that these of-

ficials themselves seem to be
so universally participating in
the crime as get-ric- h

--quick operators.
Mr. Congressman, in God's

name raise your voice for
There is such a

dearth of official spokesmen
for the land and these poor
people in their plight. The
price that those who love the
land are paying for the two-b- it

capitalist enterprising of those
who do not is too fearful. I
have seen some of the waste and
human misery wrought by sur-

face mining on the steep slopes
of Letcher County--an- d wept.
Once I accompanied a group
of these poor people to the
county seat, seeking relief
from their agony through courts
and recoiledin disbelief at the
disinterest and even rebuffs ad-

ministered by a grand jury fore-
man, a state attorney ana a cir-
cuit judge. One has to wonder
where Americr is going to find
the moral fiber needed to carry
it through the crises of the
times.

Always, when 1 have returned
to my childhood home and sat
to see the great trains of wealth
leaving the impoverished hills--an- d

of late the new dimension
added to the departing wealth
in the form of gas ana oilthe
observation that this area yield-
ing up the wealth could through
the years have benefitted in so
negative a sort of way seem so
unreal that it's frightening. The
old broad form deeds notwith-
standing, the people are entit-
led to far, far better in "one
nation, under God, with Liberty
and Justice for all. "

Please, Sir, if you will.

GEORGE L. JENKINS,
Chairman, Department of
Physics, Stetson Universitv
DeLAND, FLORIDA


