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IT SCREAMS!

New rate! for the City of
Whitesburg will take effect
October 20. The higher
charges will appear on water
bills which are mailed Dec.
1 from November 20 read-
ings of water meters.

The new rates--- a 10 ercent

hike in the water rate
and a increase
in the sewer use charge--ar- e

necessary to meet the city's
pbligations under bonds fi-

nancing the water and sewer
system and to meet payment
schedules on new bonds to
finance a new sewage treat-
ment plant which the state
had ordered the city to build.

At the August meeting of city
council Tuesday night, the
council approved the issuance
of a $130, 000 bond issue to fi-

nance the new treatment plaftt.
Councilman Jimes Reynolds,
who had voted agaimt the wa-

ter rate increase, voted no on
the bond issue.
The bonds will be purchased

by the Fanners Home Adminis-
tration at a five per cent inter-
est rate.

The council approved unani-
mously an ordinance setting
up a $75, 000 bond issue to fi-

nance to the
city -- owned parking facilities.
The new issue will finance the

says firm may land
Circuit Judge Stephen Combs

has grant ed pioneer Coal Co.
a restraining order against an
elderly Blackey woman and
her nephew, preventing them
from interfering with strip-mini- ng

operations on the wo-

man's property near Blackey.
The property is owned by

Mrs. Katherine Haynes, 76.
Her nephew, Joe Haynes, a dis-

abled coal miner, said his aunt
had repeatedly told the coal
company's agents who visited
her that she did not "want to
see a bulldozer on her place. "

The Division of Reclamation
at Hazard said it had issued a
permit for the mining opera-
tion which will cross Mrs.
Haynes' farm in July after
mailing her a letter concern-
ing the application for a strip-mi- ne

permit and failing to re-

ceive a protest.
Mrs. Haynes said, however,

that she had never received a
letter, and a check of division
records said it had been sent to
Viper, in another county.

Elmore Grim, director of the
state reclamation division, said
that he attempts to give land
owners 14 days notice before
issuing a strip-mini- ng permit.

He said, however, that there
is no legal notification require-
ment since Gov. Louie.Tunn
took office. Nunn's predeces-
sor, Gov. Edward Breathitt,
had issued an executive order
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purchase and paving f a lot
at the end of Main street next
to the Kentucky River and the
purchase and paving of an addi-

tion to an older parking lot on
Broadway. The city's parking
facilities will be increased by
half as a result of the new lots,
which will add about 80 new
parking spaces.

The Bank of Whitesburg has
agreed to purchase the bonds
at a six per cent interest
rate, which the city's bond
counsel said is one to one and
a half per cent less than the
citynwould have to pay on the
open market.

Councilmen approved ordi-
nances making Pine Street
one way from vJiurch to Hays
Street and making Riverside
Drive one way.

Mayor Ferdinand Moore said
the state has plans to pave
Pine Street this fall. Residents
have said they would be una-
ble to negotiate the street this
winter if it is not paved.

The council approved a state
tax valuation as the basis for
charging fees for city building
permits.

Councilmen voted to dismiss
city policeman Steve Brewer
after he failed to take advan-
tage of an opportunity to
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requiring that property owners
receive advance notice and a
chance to protest before strip-mini- ng

permits were issued,
but Nunn did not issue a simi-
lar order, Grim said. He said
that his office as a matter of
policy tried to be sure th; t all
property owners are notified,
however.

But the division relies on the
names of property owners fur-
nished by the company which
applies for the permit, and
Mrs. Haynes' name was not
included in the original list
7,iven by Pioneer, Grim said,
and when her name was added
to the list, a wrong address
was given for her.

Joe Haynes had stood off a
bulldozer operator with a shot-

gun when the strip mining op-

eration began on his aunt s

property several weeks ago.
"I took my shotgun up mere

and he got off the dozer, "

Haynes said. "I to, d him there
was no permit and no permis-
sion from her. He said he did
not know that, and he turned
his bulldozer around and went
back around the point. "

Haynes said the strip-mini- ng

operation will destroy 100 acres
of his aunt's land.

He said the company had of-

fered her 10 cents a ton or 50
cents a foot for coming onto
her land, but she had told them
that was "no pay for all that
timber and farmland. "

County, Kentucky,

LETCHER COUNTY ROAD EQUIPMENT begins work on a bridge to make the road
around Fishpond Lake a through road. (Mountain Eagle photo).

By LAURAN EMERSON

Visiters to Fishpond Lake
this week will hardly recognize
it. Two weeks ago, the area
was littered with trash, picnic
tables were sunk in mud, and
a green scum covered much of
the upper en of the lake
where a dock and floats were
built three years ago for
swimming.

But, a massive clean-u- p

campaign, beginning August
2 has changed all that.

Teams of men and equip-
ment from the Letcher County
Highway Department, the
Jenkins Area Jaycees and
Kiwanis Club, Boy Scouts,
Girl Scouts, the Neighbor-
hood Youth Corps ana local
men have joined in the effort
to transform the lake into an
inviting recreation area for
picnicking and fishing.

The clean-u- p task followed
closely on the heels of national
publicity resulting from a re-

quest for a Federal Trade Com-
mission investigation of Beth-

lehem Steel Company's strip-mini- ng

ads. Sen. Philip A.
Hart (D --Mich.) requested the
investigation after he learned
that Bethlehem's ads showing
Fishpond Lake and other re-

clamation sites may include
false claims.

(Ben A. Franklin, Washing-
ton correspondent for the
New York Times who special-
izes in Appalachian affairs,
reported in the Times that the
FTC has begun a preliminary
investigation of "possible un-

fair or deceptive practices" in
full -- page Bethlehem Steel ads
which ran last March in Time,
Newsweek, Business Week and
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Massive clean-u- p campaign
gives Fishpond Lake new face

Saturday Review. Franklin
said the FTC's investigation
had special significance for
two reasons:
("It is not only the first time

that a federal agency not in-

volved in mineral promotion,
such as the Interior Depart-
ment, has been asked to make
a value judgment on strip
mining's environmental im-
pact but it is also the first time
the FTC has extended its watch-go- d

activities to what the law-
yers call 'public issue advertis-
ing. '"

(An attorney for the FTC said
Wednesday, however, that the
Times story had "blown up"
the FTC's involvement in the
situation and that it was not
yet certain that the agency
would conduct a formal in-

vestigation. He said a staff
lawyer will inspect the strip-mi- ne

area in the next few
weeks. )

Senator Hart's letter to the
FTC requesting the investiga-
tion was released Aug. 1 and
stories were carried about it on
national television the same
day.

The clean-u- p efforts began
on August 2.

The Kiwanis Club members
and the Jaycees involved in the
mammoth clean-u- p effort at
Fishpond had no comment on
the timing of the investigation
and their beaut ification efforts.

Harry Combs, president of the
Jenkins Area Jaycees, had this
explanation for why the project
had begun:

"We went up there and looked
at the lake last Monday. That
place was so dirty everything
had been destroyed. So we
have been working on it ever
since. "
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Combs said the Jaycees had
"undertaken the job of clean-
ing it up for picnicking, not
for swimming." He said a
full-ti- attendant, employed
by the Jaycees, will supervise
the area during the day and
lock the gates at night.

A new gate has been installed
at the entrance to the lake
road. A county road grader
has widened and smoothed the
road all the way around the
lake. County equipment be-

gan work T uesday on a bridge
which will complete the road
around the lake.

Letcher County Judge Robert
Collins sal d the covnty roaH
department did not need to
take the project before Fiscal
Court because the "road is a
numbered road and operates
on a rental-purcha- se plan
with the state government. "
Through this plan, the judge
said, the county uses its

and the state pays
for the operation of the equip-
ment in maintaining numbered
roads, "

Many workers at the lake have
been kept busy raking the mossy
green algae out of the water.
Standing on the shore or work-

ing from flat --bottomed boats,
they have been skimming the
surface to try to rid the lake of
its slimy border.

The trash cans have been
painted bright yellow. Fire-
wood has been neatly cut and
stacked beside all the picnic
areas, and a truckload of new
picnic tables has provided
some seating space for Fish-
pond visitors.

County trucks hauled away
several loads of trash which
had accumulated after the lake
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