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small incision here

Performing Minimally
Invasive Heart Bypass
Nepal Chowdhury, MD  

By ROGER ALFORD
Associated Press

FRANKFORT In the farm communities of
western Kentucky, Republican state Rep.
Dwight Butler has never lost an election, so
it’s little wonder no one chose to run against
him this year. 
Challenging Butler, a respected auction-

eer and Realtor from Harned who has
served in the legislature since 1995, was an
exercise in futility for the only two candi-
dates ever to run against him.
But 44 other incumbent lawmakers, in-

cluding some newbies to Frankfort, also are

running unopposed in both the spring pri-
mary and fall general elections, raising
questions about whether potentially strong
candidates want no part of the chaos that is
Frankfort politics.
“Maybe people have just given up,” said

University of  Louisville political scientist

Laurie Rhodebeck. “Maybe there’s a sense
that something is just broken about the
state legislature, and who would want to
participate in a body that doesn’t seem to
want to get anything done?”
Out of 119 legislative seats up for election

this year, only 36 will be on primary election

ballots — 28 House seats and eight Senate
seats. In all, 40 state representatives and five
senators are running unopposed.
That’s not unusual in Kentucky. In some

election years, the number of  incumbent
lawmakers without challengers is even
higher. The reasons are varied, including
the necessity for lawmakers living in dis-
tant parts of  the state having to be away
from home for about three months a year
while the legislature is in session.
“It is a daunting task to run for a legisla-

tive seat — raising six-figure sums to chal-
lenge an incumbent candidate or even to

45 incumbents face no opposition 
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“Maybe there’s a sense that something is just broken about
the state legislature, and who would want to participate in a

body that doesn’t seem to want to get anything done?”
University of Louisville political scientist Laurie Rhodebeck

By TIM PRESTON
The Independent

ASHLANDPerry
Madden says he
hopes to succeed in
business while also
helping to breathe
new life into a few of
downtown Ashland’s
historic structures.

“It is a business venture,
but at the same time we’re
concerned about downtown
and want to build it back,”
Madden said last week dur-
ing a break from renova-
tions at the Camayo Arcade
on Winchester Avenue.
“You can spend a lot more
money on it than you get re-
turn on. Many say they
want to see more apart-
ments upstairs, but the cost

to do that in some of the
taller buildings would
make those places unaf-
fordable.
“On multistory buildings

like the Sears building, you
need things like plumbing
and elevators. That gets ex-
pensive,” he said, adding it
will likely cost a great deal
to create apartments on the
upper floors of the building
at the corner of Winchester
Avenue and 17th Street.
“It is going to be hard to

find anybody to do it,” he
said, considering the ex-
pense. Madden said he once
had a multimillion-dollar
tax credit to use for cre-
ation of apartments in the
former Sears building, but
could not accomplish the
task even with the financial
incentive.
“I couldn’t do it. They all

need kitchens and bath-
rooms, and those are the
most expensive areas to do.

And elevators are expen-
sive to install and maintain,
and HVAC is much differ-
ent in a multistory building
like that.”
Madden, 61, grew up in

Greenup and has worked in
Ashland since 1972 with
Buchanan Sound & Com-
munications, now Newtech
Systems. His ventures into
the restoration of some of
Ashland’s prominent old
buildings began when the
company outgrew office
space in Westwood, he said,
resulting in the purchase of
the former Sears structure.
“Then, basically one

thing led to another and we
bought the building next
door, the old J.C. Penney Co.
building, and then the Hen-
ry Clay,” Madden recalled.
The Henry Clay, with 52

apartments inside, had
many unoccupied units,
“and some of the others
were in pretty bad shape,”

Madden said.
“So we re-
modeled all
of them.”
The Henry
Clay, at the
corner of
Winchester
and 18th
Street, will
soon under-
go an exten-
sive down-
stairs remod-
eling project
as well as up-
grades to
both its ele-
vators. Once
the elevator
upgrades are
complete,
Madden said
he will create a tenants’ en-
trance as well as renovating
the lobby, dining room and
ballroom.

By JOHN CANNON
The Independent

ASHLAND Robert Stut-
man, a 25-year veteran of
the Drug Enforcement Ad-
ministration and author of
“Dead on Delivery,” will be
the keynote speaker at a
four-hour meeting Thurs-
day aimed at helping busi-
nesses develop strategies
to prevent workplace drug
abuse.
The Tri-State Regional

Consortium on Substance
Abuse is sponsoring the
session from 9 a.m. to 1
p.m. at the Ashland Plaza
Hotel. Pathways in Ken-
tucky, The Counseling
Center and the Family
Guidance Center in Ohio

and the Prestera Center in
West Virginia are in the
consortium.
Ronne Nunley, director

of organizational develop-
ment at Pathways, is chair-
woman of the consortium.
Thursday’s meeting has
been months in the plan-
ning and is a product of
surveys of numerous busi-
nesses in Kentucky, Ohio
and West Virginia, Nunley
said. Many area businesses
said they wanted to know
more about how to identify
employees with drug prob-
lems and what is the best
way to deal with workers
who have drug or alcohol
problems. 

By MIKE JAMES
The Independent

LLOYD It looks easy: suck
a drop of one solution into
a syringe and squirt it into
a second solution, then flip
a switch and wait.
That is what some soph-

omore students at Greenup
County High School
thought when they walked
into their lab class Friday
to learn how to prepare
specimens for elec-

trophoresis.
Turns out it’s a bit hard-

er than it looks. A shaky
hand here, a slip of  the
thumb there and the speci-
men is ruined. Try again.
Electrophoresis is

among the most commonly
used lab processes and is
particularly essential in
criminal justice applica-
tions, mainly DNA analy-
sis, said Greenup biology
teacher Cindy Collier.
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Perry Madden of Flatwoods stands on the mezzanine of the Camayo Arcade on Winchester Avenue in Ashland’s downtown
arts district. Madden’s downtown property interests include the arcade, as well as the former Sears building and the
Henry Clay, all on Winchester Avenue.

Perry Madden brings old
buildings into modern days

Session will
assist area
employers

See ELECTION / Page A10
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Josh Barney, monitored by junior Henry Quillen, pours a
gel solution into a clear tray to prepare it for injecting DNA
specimens at Greenup County High School.

Easy does it, lab
buddies discover
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“On
multistory
buildings
like the
Sears

building,
you need
things like
plumbing

and
elevators.
That gets

expensive.”
Perry Madden


