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SPORTS
Kentucky
fights back to
top LSU and
reach SEC
tournament
semifinals.

— B1

SNOW BIZ
Readers share
frosty photos.

— A8

OBITS
Estelle Stephens
Riggs, 89,
Winchester

James Donald
‘Don’ Sharp, 81,
Winchester

— A2

W W W . W I N C H E S T E R S U N . C O M

V O L .  1 3 4 ,  N O .  5 7

7 5 ¢  P E R  C O P Y

IN YOUR WORLD

S A T U R D A Y ,  M A R C H  1 0 ,  2 0 1 2

SPORTS: Cardinals overcame heavy odds to reach Sweet Sixteen — B1

Winchester 10.5 x 2

sleeponthebest.com

Proudly providing a great night’s sleep to Kentuckians
for over ten years!

                120 Stores and Growing
WINCHESTER   Across from Lowe’s  859-744-8344 

120 day
price promise

Find a lower price within 120 days of your purchase 
and we will refund 120% of the difference.* 

120 night
comfort promise

Not comfortable within 120 nights of your purchase? We’ll 
exchange your mattress for one that is right.* 

Proudly providing a great night’s sleep to Kentuckians
for over ten years!

 Owner  & UK grad

Monday – Saturday: Sunday: 12:00pm to 6:00pm

*Conditions apply to the 120 Night Comfort Promise and 120 Day Price Promise – please see store or website for details.

Illegal, yes, but white lightning
has played a visible role
in eastern Kentucky culture.

Mountains&moonshine

Don Rose, 78, tells the tales of
his childhood in eastern Ken-
tucky through short stories —

often involving a little moonshine.
Rose, now of
Winchester and
a part of the
local writing
group at the li-
brary, remem-
bers a time when
moonshiners
produced white
lightnin’ in the
peaceful isola-
tion of the hills. 

And when the
law came a
knockin’, they
went a runnin’. 

Growing up in
a dry county, ac-
quiring moon-
shine was more
complicated
than walking into a convenience
store, but it was all part of the experi-
ence. A simple trip to get moonshine
often turned into a dragged-out gath-
ering between friends, and some-
times with music 

Don Rose
preserves
spirited
history
in short
stories

By Katie Perkowski
The Winchester Sun

James Mann/jmann@winchestersun.com
Don Rose, 78, of Winchester, reads one of his short stories, titled “Moonshine and Music,” which he wrote in 1994. Originally from Pike County, he spent time liv-
ing in numerous places for work, including Michigan and Connecticut. The story “Moonshine and Music” is about the drawn out efforts he went through during a
trip home to acquire moonshine to take back to his clients in Grand Rapids, Mich. Rose is an active member in the local writing group at the Clark County Public
Library, where he writes a collection of short stories that often involve a little moonshine. 

By Katie Perkowski
The Winchester Sun

Clark County Sheriff Berl Perdue
Jr., also originally from eastern
Kentucky, remembers hearing sto-
ries about his grandfather’s stints
in federal prison for making moon-
shine during prohibition.

He said it’s not a fact that many
people know about him.

“And like I said, it was back dur-
ing the Depression, and he had five
kids at home and was laid off from
work in the oil fields, so what do
you do?” he said. “Not a whole lot
of options for jobs up in the moun-
tains, especially during the Depres-
sion. So, he was a moonshiner.”

Growing up in Lee County, Per-
due said his grandfather’s moon-
shining days are something his
family can now laugh about. 

“It’s not anything we’re ashamed
of. It was just a way of life,” he said.

Perdue said between prohibition
and when he himself
grew up, it was “just a
changing of the times.”

“When I was grow-
ing up in the 60s and
the 70s, he was an
older man. At that
time it was more ac-
cepted as folklore be-
cause you don’t see it
much,” Perdue said.
“Back in those days,
there were a lot of peo-
ple making moon-
shine, in just about every county.”

Making moonshine was a part of
the culture, he said. 

Perdue did not personally know
any active moonshiners growing
up, and it’s not something seen

much anymore. In Clark County, he
said the last time his office dealt
with someone because of moon-

shine was about four years
ago after a man drunk on
moonshine wrecked on the
Mountain Parkway.

Now, he said, deputies
will occasionally come
across people with moon-
shine, but they never come
across people making it. 

“It’s kind of an art to
make it and to make it
right, where it’s not dan-
gerous,” he said. “It’s
something that people

want, but it’s a vanishing art. You
don’t see it very often, you don’t
see much of it. I foresee the day
that it’ll be very hard to find and
very hard to find anyone that
knows how to make it.”

Berl Perdue Jr.

Sheriff: Moonshining a rare sight for officers 

James Mann/jmann@winchestersun.com
Rose points to a painting that his late brother, Ed Rose, did of their family’s house in Pike County, with their father’s
store in the forefront. Their father worked in the coal mines, but when he got too sick to continue doing so, he took the
money he had and opened a shop.

■ See Don Rose
tell stories in-
spired by his
time growin up
in eastern Ken-
tucky on the
Sun’s website,
www.winches-
tersun.com

WEBCAST

TIME
CHANGES
SUNDAY

Daylight Saving
Time begins nation-
wide at 2 a.m. Sun-
day, March 11. Set
your clocks ahead one
hour before going to
bed Saturday night. If
you get to bed at 11
p.m. Saturday, for ex-
ample, set your clock
to midnight.

Daylight Saving
Time will end nation-
wide on Sunday, Nov.
4 when clocks will
need to go back one
hour.


