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FALL SPECTACULAR
SAVINGS

PISCATAWAY, N.J. — 
Banged-up Teddy Bridge-
water came off the bench to 
throw two second-half touch-
down passes, and John Wal-
lace kicked a 29-yard field 
goal with 1:41 left to send 
Louisville to the BCS with a 
20-17 victory against Rutgers 
on Thursday night.

In a game between one 
team headed to the Big Ten 
and another bound for the 
Atlantic Coast Conference, 
the Big East handed out its 
second-to-last bid to a school 
that entered the league during 
its massive rebuild in 2005.

The Cardinals will be go-
ing to the BCS for the second 
time, first since 2006. Either 
the Orange or Sugar Bowl 
will be the destination.

Louisville (10-2, 5-2) will 
share this Big East title with 
Rutgers (9-3, 5-2), Syracuse 
and possibly even Cincinnati, 
but the BCS bid will go to the 
Cardinals. The BCS standings 
will be used to break the tie and 

there is no doubt Louisville, 
with the best overall record in 
the league, will be on top.

Bridgewater didn’t start 
a week after getting roughed 
up in a loss to Connecticut. 
He broke his left wrist and 
sprained his right ankle. He 
entered for the first time in 
the second quarter and fin-
ished with 263 yards pass-
ing and threw the pair of TD 
passes in the third quarter to 
wipe out a 14-3 deficit.

James Burgess picked off 
a pass that bounced off Tim-
my Wright’s hands with 3:53 
left in Rutgers territory, and 
Bridgewater hit Andrell Smith 
on a slant for 30 yards to put 
Louisville in field-goal range. 
Wallace booted the short kick 
to give Louisville the lead.

Rutgers’ last chance ended 
when Gary Nova threw deep, 
but his receiver stopped 
short, and Terrell Floyd made 
an over-the-shoulder intercep-
tion with 1:06 left. Nova bent 
over in disgust.

The Scarlet Knights, the 

only team that has played in 
the Big East since it started 
playing football in 1991, prob-
ably will have only one more 
shot to win the conference for 
the first time before moving 
to the Big Ten.

Louisville can add one of 
the biggest wins in school his-
tory to an already memorable 
week for the school, which 
was in Conference USA just 
10 years ago. The Cardinals 
clinched a spot in the Bowl 
Championship Series a day 
after announcing they were 
joining the ACC.

Rutgers was up 14-3 at half 
after Nova hooked up with 
his big receivers for two long 
TD passes — an 85-yarder to 
Brandon Coleman and a 68-
yard play by Mark Harrison.

The Scarlet Knights were 
poised for another big play in 
the third quarter when a fake 
field goal turned into a touch-
down pass. It would have 
made the score 21-3, but an 
illegal man down field penalty 
wiped out the play.

Gritty Bridgewater helps 
Cards grab BSC berth

Associated Press

LOUISVILLE 20, RUTGERS 17

Louisville linebacker James Burgess (13) intercepted a pass during the second half in Piscataway, 
N.J., Thursday night. Another interception on a busted play doomed Rutgers on its final drive.
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SOUTH BEND, Ind. — 
Irish eyes were smiling, 
knowingly, as Kentucky fresh-
men Alex Poythress and Ar-
chie Goodwin struggled here 
Thursday night. Each suffered 
what’s commonly known as 
growing pains as UK lost 64-
50 at Notre Dame.

Foul trouble limited Poy-
thress’ playing time. And 
when he was in the game, he 
had only one basket. He had 
as many turnovers (three) as 
points (three).

Worse, Notre Dame hit 
three-pointers over Poythress 
again and again.

“They went at him defen-
sively,” UK Coach John Cali-
pari said.

Notre Dame Coach Mike 
Brey acknowledged that in-
tent, noting how Poythress 
has to adjust from being a 
high school power player to 
a collegian on the perimeter. 
Against Notre Dame, Poy-
thress tried to keep up with 
junior Jerian Grant, who is 
two inches shorter, 37 pounds 
lighter and two seasons more 
experienced.

“That’s a tough matchup 
for a young guy who’s still 
making the transition to 
playing on the perimeter,” 
Brey said. “Then have to 
guard Jerian Grant or even 
to be switched up on Eric At-
kins. Those guys are veteran 
guards. They’re good off the 
dribble.”

As for Goodwin, he made 
one of seven shots and scored 
three points. So UK’s two lead-
ing scorers (averaging a com-
bined 37.4 points) scored six.

“He played out of control 
for the first time,” Calipari 
said of Goodwin. “I think one 
shot hit the shot clock, didn’t 
it?

“At the end, I just said, 
‘Get us shots. Don’t worry 
about getting yourself shots.’”

Brey credited Notre Dame’s 

ability to play ball-screens as 
a key in limiting Goodwin. 
He also noted how the Irish 
guards were strong and quick 
enough to stay in front of the 
UK freshman.

“He could never really turn 
the corner,” Brey said.

Youth vs. experience
Brey expressed thanks for 

playing a freshman-dependent 
UK team in late November.

“I’m glad we played them 
now because they’re re -
ally young and talented,” 
the Notre Dame coach said. 
“They’re going to be better in 
January and February.”

Notre Dame’s veterans, 
who had a combined 234 col-
lege starts entering this sea-
son, played confidently and 
effectively.

“It ’s  so beauti ful  to 
watch,” Brey said. “The way 
the guards were controlling 
things, you didn’t have to do 
a lot of coaching.”

Brey noted the Notre 
Dame atmosphere as an influ-
ence on UK.

“It can make you play a 
little fast sometimes, if you’re 
young,” he said. “It can make 
you take quick shots, if you’re 
young. It can rattle you a little 
bit. I think it did that.”

Calipari spoke of a live-
and-learn approach that may 
have to wait until after Sat-
urday’s game against Baylor. 
The UK coach likened that to 
the second game in a NBA-ish 
back-to-back night schedule.

No easy fix?
When asked if Kentucky’s 

problems were easy to fix, 
Calipari said, “It’s tough 
coaching a new team every 
year. That’s what’s hard.

“This is part of what we 
have to deal with. Every team 
is new.”

NBA scouts
Twenty-two of the 30 NBA 

teams were represented at the 

game.
The shorter list of NBA 

teams not here was Knicks, 
Thunder, Bulls, Wizards, Nug-
gets, Timberwolves, Warriors 
and Kings.

Teams with more than one 
seat reserved were Bobcats, 
Clippers, Lakers, Bucks, Hor-
nets, Suns and Spurs. In all, 
Notre Dame assigned 29 seats 
for pro scouts and personnel.

B-R-I-G-H-T
No doubt, UK fans re-

member the phosphorescent 
green uniforms Baylor wore 
against the Cats in the 2012 
NCAA Tournament East Re-
gion finals. When asked as 
the Bears warmed up how to 
spell “phosphorescent,” Mike 
Lopresti of Gannett quipped, 
“B-R-I-G-H-T.”

Baylor will not be wearing 
those bright uniforms against 
Kentucky on Saturday.

“Those likely won’t be back 
until this post-season,” Baylor 
spokesman David Kaye said 
in an email. “I’ve been told 
we’re wearing our normal 
green road uniforms.”

Secret agent?
With black numbers on 

black uniforms, Brey acknowl-
edged the difficulty in telling 
one Notre Dame player from 
another.

“That’s all part of the 
plan,” he said facetiously. 
“(Referees) don’t know who 
to call a foul on. So I can 
move guys around. ... That’s 
almost like our secret agent 
uniforms. You just don’t know 
who’s who.”

Turning serious, Brey said 
of the black-on-black uni-
forms, “I tell you what, our 
guys love them and the guys 
we’re recruiting love them. 
So I’m going to keep wearing 
them on the road.”

Veteran Irish make most 
of UK’s growing pains 

By Jerry Tipton
jtipton@herald-leader.com
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Blog: ukbasketball.bloginky.com
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