
CROSSWORD by Thomas Joseph

DUSTIN by Jeff Parker and Steve Kelley

BABY BLUES by Rick Kirkman and Jerry Scott

FAMILY CIRCUS
by Bil Keane

DENNIS THE MENACE
by Hank Ketcham

HI AND LOIS by Brian and Greg Walker

PICKLES by Brian Crane

JUMP START by Robb Armstrong

GET FUZZY by Darby Conley

ZITS by Jerry Scott and Jim Borgman

BLONDIE by Dean Young and Stan Drake

BEETLE BAILEY by Mort Walker

HÄGAR THE HORRIBLE by Chris Browne

BRIDGE by Steve Becker

HOROSCOPE by Frances Drake

CRYPTOGRAM 
by Bob Johnson and Mary Margolies

su|do|ku by Dave Green

ACROSS
1 Big parties
7 Influence
11 Return to office
12 Vaulter’s need
13 Promise
14 Pupil surrounder
15 Gospel writer
17 Field cries
20 Hills
23 In the past
24 Nickname
26 Postal-oath word
27 Compete
28 Lyricist Gershwin
29 Some printers
31 Crater part
32 Holyfield rival
33 Dance move
34 Paid assassin
37 Related
39 Wood of Hollywood
43 Headed out
44 So far
45 Small workers
46 Worrywart

DOWN
1 Lingerie item
2 Guitar pioneer Paul
3 Farm animal
4 Yertle’s creator
5 Like lemons
6 Bud holder
7 Brio
8 Heavy-duty top
9 Ring legend
10 “You betcha!”
16 Spring sign
17 “Be quiet!”
18 Unbearable pain

19 Clocked-in time
21 Like Poe tales
22 Envelope item
24 News item
25 Orchestra’s place
30 Elbows and knees
33 Disparaging
35 1969 Series champs
36 Heaps
37 In the style of
38 Writer Follett
40 Mouth part
41 Chowed down
42 That girl

MONDAY’S ANSWER

Part of the skill of good de-
clarer play consists of inducing 
your opponents to make er-
rors. The more often a declarer 
gives the opposition a chance 
to make an error, the more 
often will the desired result be 
attained.

Consider this deal where 
South is declarer at six hearts. 
The contract cannot be made 
against best defense, yet there 
is a real possibility to make the 
slam if declarer sets the stage 
properly.

Let’s say you’re South and 
win West’s king-of-spades lead 
with the ace, East playing the 
five. You draw three rounds 
of trumps and then cash the 
A-K-Q of diamonds and A-K of 
clubs, ending in your hand. At 
this point you lead a low spade 
toward dummy’s 9-4, and 
West, who holds the Q-10 of 
spades, must decide which of 
them to play.

If he makes the normal play 
of the ten, you make the slam! 
East must win with the jack, 
and since his only remaining 
cards are the Q-10-7 of clubs, 
he must lead one of them. This 

allows you to discard a spade 
from one hand while you ruff 
in the other, and the slam is 
home.

If West is smart enough to 
play his queen when you lead 
the spade toward dummy, he 
defeats you, but it has cost you 
nothing in the process to pres-
ent him with an opportunity to 
make an error.

Actually, West has a very 
difficult decision to make when 
you lead the spade. From his 
point of view, he should play 
the ten if he thinks you started 
with the J-6-3, and the queen 
if he thinks you started with 
8-6-3. West might guess right, 
or he might guess wrong, but 
at least he should be given the 
chance to go astray. Lots of 
points — 1,530 of them — ride 
on his decision.

Tomorrow: A crucial play.

ARIES (March 21 to April 19)
Remember that the next month is 

your turn to recharge your batteries for 
the rest of the year, because the Sun is in 
your sign. Do make the most of this!

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20)
Work alone or behind the scenes so 

you have time to strategize what you 
want your new year (birthday to birth-
day) to be all about. How do you want it 
to be different from last year?

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20)
The month ahead is a much more 

popular time for you! Accept all invita-
tions. Enjoy schmoozing with others. 
Discuss your dreams for the future with 
others.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22)
People definitely will notice you more 

in the month ahead (especially bosses, 
parents, teachers and VIPs). Further-
more, they think you look great!

LEO (July 23 to Aug. 22)
Travel will please you in the next 

few weeks, because you’re interested 
in expanding your horizons. You want 
adventure and an opportunity to learn 
something new. Yes!

VIRGO (Aug. 23 to Sept. 22)
Focus on red-tape details about 

inheritances, wills, estates, banking, in-
surance matters, taxes and shared prop-
erty. You have the energy and patience 
to tackle this now.

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22)
In the month ahead, you will have 

to get more sleep than usual. The Sun 
(your source of energy) is now as far 
away from your sign as it gets all year.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21)
You have high energy now to work 

hard to get better organized. This same 
energy translates into a desire to im-
prove your health as well. Go, go, go!

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21)
A playful month ahead is promising for your sign. 

Enjoy romance, love affairs, vacations, fun times with 
children and all sports events. Yeehaw!

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 19)
For the next six weeks or so, your focus will be on 

home, family and domestic matters. Entertain at 
home. You also might want to redecorate.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to Feb. 18)
The pace of your days definitely will accelerate dur-

ing the next five to six weeks. Just accept this and go 
with the flow. Short trips, errands and increased read-
ing and writing are likely.

PISCES (Feb. 19 to March 20)
“Show me the money!” You’re definitely focused on 

working hard to boost your earnings now and in the next 
month. This is good, because you can be successful.

YOU BORN TODAY
You have two personas: One that is public and one 

that is private. (You fiercely protect your private life.) 
You are hardworking and independent, and you work 
well with others. Friendships matter to you. Many of 
you are highly original and artistic. 
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